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Project Background  

The City is improving Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park, located at 10 Dalton Road. The project is in the 

second phase of public engagement. The scope of work will include a redevelopment of the 

entire park and playground, including a new layout, play elements, improved accessible 

pathways and updated amenities.  

Survey Objectives  

In September 2020, the City conducted an online survey to obtain feedback from community 

members to inform the improvements to Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park. Survey participants were 

given the opportunity to review different design options for the park and playground, choose 

their favourite and provide additional feedback on the proposed changes.  

The survey was available to complete online from September 10 to October 4, 2020. The survey 

received a total of 135 responses. 

The feedback from the survey will inform the selection and refinement of the park and 
playground improvements.  

Notification  

The online survey was promoted through the following channels: 

 Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents 

 Promotions through the local Councillor's Office  

 Park signage  

 Project Listserve (opt-in email updates) 

 Project webpage: www.toronto.ca/JBTImprovements 

Key Feedback Highlights 

 135 survey responses were collected, with 116 complete and 19 partially complete 

surveys. Some survey responses included input from multiple people. In total, 223 

people contributed to the survey responses received, including: 

o 30 kids under 5 years old 

o 28 kids 6 to 12 years old 

o 13 teens 13 to 18 years old 

o 31 young adults 19 to 30 years old 

o 100 adults 31 to 64 years old 

o 21 seniors 65 years or older 

 54% of survey respondents preferred park design option 3, 28% prefer park design 

option 2, and 18% prefer park design option 1.  

o The park design options are available for review in Appendix B. 

 41% of survey respondents preferred playground option 3, 40% prefer playground option 

2, 12% prefer playground option 4, and 6% prefer playground option 1.  

o The playground options are available for review in Appendix B. 

 

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/joseph-burr-tyrell-park-and-playground-improvements/
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Detailed Feedback: Preferred Design Options   

Park Design Options 
 Seating:  

o Multiple respondents suggested adding picnic tables and more park benches.  

o One respondent they would like wooden benches located at the south and north 

ends of the park, rather than only at the entrances to the park.  

o One respondent noted they would prefer the benches be removed as they are 

often used by adults who smoke near children playing. 

o One respondent suggested that picnic tables be placed close to the road or 

pathways to enable easier access for those with disabilities and seniors.  

 Placement of pathways and playground: 

o A respondent suggested the pathways through the park be placed on the south 

side of the park, with the playground equipment located closer to the north end of 

the park. This would provide more sun over the playground during the day and 

would place the busy pathway closer to the commercial side of the 

neighbourhood.  

 Safety:  

o A respondent suggested there be unobstructed sightlines through the park from 

both Brunswick and Dalton to ensure safety for users, especially at night.  

 This respondent noted that they had selected park design option 2 only 

for the sightlines it provided, but would prefer option 1 if sightlines were 

unobstructed.  

 Water Fountains:  

o A respondent noted that they really like the proposed water station.  

o A respondent suggested adding a dog spout to the water fountain. 

o A respondent noted they do not want a water fountain in the park for sanitary 

reasons.  

 Greenspace:  

o A respondent noted that they like the large area of greenspace provided in park 

design option 3.  

o A respondent suggested more greenspace be maintained for those who will not 

use the playground.  

 Fencing and Buffers: 

o A respondent noted they did not like the fencing in option 1. 

o A respondent noted that they like the provision of a buffer between the 

playground and residential areas.  

 Indigenous History: 

o A respondent suggested including a plaque to acknowledge the Indigenous 

History of the area.  

 Dogs in the Park:  

o Two respondents suggested adding a dog park (or a narrow dog run).  

 Other: 

o One respondent noted that they could not tell the difference between park design 

options 1 and 2.  

o One respondent suggested both day and nighttime users' needs should be 

considered in the redesign. 
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Playground Options 
 Swings:   

o Multiple respondents noted that they do not want the existing swings removed as 

they are the best in the neighbourhood and a well-used feature of the park (2 

junior and 2 senior swings). Respondents like that the existing swings are large, 

allowing for older kids and adults to play on them, and are located beside one 

another, allowing families and friends to swing together. Respondents reflected 

that the proposed swings were too short for both older kids and adults to use. 

 Some respondents suggested that the old swings remain, with new 

swings added as an additional set (e.g. with one accessible swing and 

one baby swing).  

 Shade: 

o Two respondents suggested it was very important to include shaded play 

structures in the playground designs. 

 Other Playground Equipment:  

o A respondent suggested including as many climbing structures as possible, as 

they are interesting for kids. 

o A respondent would like tall monkey bars (above 7 feet) to be included in the 

park design as they are fun for older children. 

o A respondent noted that the current play structures are fun for toddlers, and 

should be kept (with new playground equipment added). Overall this respondent 

emphasized the need to include play structures in the park for toddlers (unlike 

the Huron Park redesign).  

o A respondent prefers short playground equipment because of the smaller size of 

the park.  

 Playground Options:  

o A respondent noted they prefer playground option 2 as it is most suitable for 

multiple age groups.  

o A respondent likes the separation between structures in the playground design 

option 3, but would like shade added over the junior structure.  

 Groundcover:  

o A respondent suggested sand not be used as it can be a hiding place for 

needles, and local cats use it as a litter box.  

 Dinosaurs in the park:  

o A respondent suggested the playground have more of a dinosaur theme.  

o A respondent noted they really like the dinosaur sand pit. 

 

 

  



6 

Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary  
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Demographics 
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Appendix B: Proposed Design Options  

Three design options were presented in the online survey for the park improvements and four 

options were presented for the playground improvements. All options have the same level of 

accessibility, the same number of play features, and generally the same cost.  

Overall, the redesigned park will include: 

 A new playground and play elements 

 Redesigned pathways 

 Additional seating 

 Additional and rearranged plantings 

 Updated amenities (e.g. lighting and water fountain) 

 A new park layout  

Park Design Option 1  
This design is based on Programmatic Option 1 which was presented in the last public survey 

conducted in July 2020.  

 

 

Option 1 includes:  

1. Play structures with engineered wood fiber surface, accessible ramp and safety surface. 
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2. Flat lawn and bermed lawn Grassy areas provide shady places for casual socializing 
and play. 

3. Connective asphalt pathways. Improved connectivity with wide gently sloped pathways 
ensuring accessibility from multiple directions and ease of use. 

4. Picnic tables and benches. Accessible layout and design. 
5. New trees. Additional trees can be planted to supplement the existing canopy around the 

playground. 
6. Perennial planting buffer. Provides a sense of separation from the adjacent uses with 

tough perennials with year-round interest including pollinator plants. 
7. Armour stone sand pit with dinosaur bones. A life size Alleosaurus skeleton hides 

beneath the sand waiting to be discovered. 
8. Stamped or embedded concrete with prehistoric fossils or footprints. 
9. Bottle filling station and fountain. 

Park Design Option 2  
This design is based on Programmatic Option 1 which was presented in the last public survey 

conducted in July 2020.  

 

Option 2 includes:  

1. Play structures with engineered wood fiber surface Accessible ramp and safety surface. 
2. Flat lawn and bermed lawn. Grassy areas provide shady places for casual socializing 

and play. 
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3. Connective asphalt pathways. Improved connectivity with wide gently sloped pathways 
ensuring accessibility from multiple directions and ease of use. 

4. Picnic tables and benches. Accessible layout and design. 
5. New trees. Additional trees can be planted to supplement the existing canopy around the 

playground. 
6. Perennial planting buffer. Provides a sense of separation from the adjacent uses with 

tough perennials with year-round interest including pollinator plants. 
7. Armour stone sand pit with dinosaur bones. A life size Alleosaurus skeleton hides 

beneath the sand waiting to be discovered. 
8. Stamped or embedded concrete with prehistoric fossils or footprints. 
9. Bottle filling station and fountain. 

Park Design Option 3 
This design is based on Programmatic Option 2 which was presented in the last public survey 

conducted in July 2020.  

 

Option 3 includes: 

1. Play structures with engineered wood fiber surface. Accessible ramp and safety surface. 
2. Flat lawn and bermed lawn. Grassy areas provide shady places for casual socializing 

and play. 
3. Connective asphalt pathways. Improved connectivity with wide gently sloped pathways 

ensuring accessibility from multiple directions and ease of use. 
4. Picnic tables and benches. Accessible layout and design. 
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5. New trees. Additional trees can be planted to supplement the existing canopy around the 
playground. 

6. Perennial planting buffer. Provides a sense of separation from the adjacent uses with 
tough perennials with year-round interest including pollinator plants. 

7. Sandbox. A flush concrete curb encloses a sand box with possible water tap. 
8. Seatwall. Long concrete seatwall offers seating on both sides and stamped impressions 

of fossils to discover. 
9. Bottle filling station and fountain. 

Playground Option 1   
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Playground Option 1 includes: 

 Shaded rope climbers 
 Structures for separate age groups  

o One senior structure 
o One junior structure 

 Swings  
o One accessible swing 
o One junior swing 
o Two senior swings 

Playground Option 2   

 

 

Playground Option 2 includes: 
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 Traditional style and a rope climber 
 Structures for mixed age groups  

o One senior and junior structure (combined) 
o Rope climber 
o Balance steps 
o Activity panels 

 Swings  
o One accessible swing 
o One junior swing 
o Two senior swings 

Playground Option 3   
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Playground Option 3 includes: 

 Modern Style 
 Structures for separate age groups  

o One senior structure 
o One junior structure 

 Swings  
o One accessible swing 
o One junior swing 
o Two senior swings 

 Exercise bars 
 Seesaw and spring toy 
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Playground Option 4   

 

 

Playground Option 4 includes: 

 A rope climber and rope spinner 
 Structures for mixed age groups  

o A pyramid rope climber with slide 
o A small spinning rope climber 

 Swings  
o Two saucer swings 
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Appendix C: Text Responses   

Raw survey feedback is provided below.  

Do you have any other comments and feedback about the park or playground design? 

 Please keep the existing swings in the park. 

 Our #1 priority as a community when we started this playground application was to keep 
the existing swings! The new swings are too short and no fun for kids or adults. Even 
toddlers prefer the old swings. Please leave the existing swings as they are with 2 baby 
and 2 adult swings. The park cannot function with less than that. They are always filled 
with a lineup of kids waiting for their turn! If an accessible swing is required, please add 
an additional swing set with 1 more baby swing and 1 accessible swing. Leave the old 
swing set where it is. Best part of the park and the reason everyone comes! Both swing 
sets should be together, not on opposite ends of the park. The kids and parents always 
want to swing together. 

 I like the separation of 3 but it would be good to have shade on the junior area as well. 

 Our #1 priority as a community when we started this playground application was to keep 
the existing swings! The new swings are too short and no fun for kids or adults. Even 
toddlers prefer the old swings. Please leave the existing swings as they are with 2 baby 
and 2 adult swings. The park cannot function with less than that. They are always filled 
with a lineup of kids waiting for their turn! If an accessible swing is required, please add 
an additional swing set with 1 more baby swing and 1 accessible swing. Leave the old 
swing set where it is. Best part of the park and the reason everyone comes! Both swing 
sets should be together, not on opposite ends of the park. The kids and parents always 
want to swing together. 

 Our #1 priority as a community when we started this playground application was to keep 
the existing swings! The new swings are too short and no fun for kids or adults. Even 
toddlers prefer the old swings. Please leave the existing swings as they are with 2 baby 
and 2 adult swings. The park cannot function with less than that. They are always filled 
with a lineup of kids waiting for their turn! If an accessible swing is required, please add 
an additional swing set with 1 more baby swing and 1 accessible swing. Leave the old 
swing set where it is. Best part of the park and the reason everyone comes! Both swing 
sets should be together, not on opposite ends of the park. The kids and parents always 
want to swing together. 

 Please retain the existing swing set. 

 keep present swings.I'm a grandmother and love to swing beside my granddaughter 

 The children in our household request monkey bars, please, preferably seven feet high, 
so that they are fun for older children. As a parent, I would suggest that the existing play 
structures are still lots of fun, especially for toddlers and preschoolers, and maybe could 
just be added to so that there is more that appeals to school-age children. Please DO 
NOT follow the template of the re-design of Huron Park, in which all the structures 
appropriate for toddlers were ripped out and now the park is not used by families with 
small children. (Also, many trees were cut down). What Joseph Tyrrel park needs is 
more seating, and consideration of the fact that there are different users during the day 
than at night. Finally, could there be a (even if narrow and long), dog run? There are no 
off leash areas for dogs in this neighbourhood. 

 Make sure there are as many climbing play structures as possible (the recent renos to 
Huron/Lowther made that park very dull for kids) 

 I think it's important to have shaded play structures included in the playground. 

 In the previous page, for park layout, are option 1 and option 2 not the same thing? I 
couldn't figure out what the difference was. Loving the dinosaur sand pit and the water 
station. 
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 Larger swings for older children 

 Dog park would be nice 

 playground 2 kicks ***, I want to play in it myself. the other ones blow. 

 In the interest of equity for seniors and the disabled picnic tables should be close to the 
road.  All new fountains should have a dog fountain as well. The more seats and more 
picnic tables the better. Add a plaque regarding indigenous use in the area. 

 It's a very small space, therefore a traditional playground equipment would work best 
and not the very tall ones that are in other options.  Currently the benches are often used 
by adults to smoke (marijuana included) as they appear to tend to be drawn to secluded, 
out-of-view locations ... often while the children are using the parkgrounds.  This is not 
safe for the children.  And unfortunately not every smoker appear to be mindful of not 
smoking in the park when the children are present, and adults are often reluctant to 
confront them.  I think for this reason it might be best to remove the benches.   The 
option 3 does provide nice swath of green space. 

 Picnic tables and Benches for seating and socializing would be great! 

 Absolutely thrilled that you are doing this!!!   Since the TERRIBLE loss of the Central 
Tech field there is nowhere nearby for our small children to play.  THANK YOU.   Much 
prefer the more complex equipment in # 2 for various age groups. 

 It would be great to maintain enough space for people who just wish to enjoy the park 
and don't have kids (grass areas, seating options, etc) 

 are saucer wings accessible? The playground structure could have a dinosaur theme as 
well...what was done at st James Park with the Market them is super nice 

 Great options all around.  Given that the park has 'mixed use' do not like the idea of any 
sand.  The needles hide in it and the cats use it for litter.  Like the buffer areas between 
the residential houses.  Do not like a water fountain.  In these days of understanding 
germs better we should not be installing in parks. 

 Thanks very much for your proposed improvements.  I believe the park users would 
benefit from a path positioned on the south side of the park - closer to Bloor/the 
commercial side of the parkette.  This also helps differentiate between the more 
commercial area - south of the parkette - and the residential area - north of the parkette. 
This would also mean that the children's areas would be on the north side of the parkette 
- giving them more sun during the day.  Thanks for your consideration. 

 No new swings! PLEASE keep the old swings! 2 baby and 2 adult as they currently are. 
Add another set of swings next to these to add accessible swings or short swings. Do 
NOT remove existing swings! They are the best in the whole neighborhood! 

 toss up between option 1 and option 2 play structures 

 Regrettably, none of the design concept options are optimal.  The most interesting and 
meaningful one in terms of content, Option 1 (with the paleontology elements that relate 
to the park's namesake) lacks clear sight-lines into the park from Brunswick and Dalton.   
For safety’s sake, particularly after dark, unobstructed sight lines are a must, and in the 
public interest!  As a practicing planner, architect and urban designer, I’m shocked that 
something without adequate sight-lines would even be presented as an option.  I 
reluctantly chose Option 2 only because it had unobstructed views into the park, 
although the elements inside the park were inferior to Option 1.   If Option 1 could be 
revised to improve the sight-lines in and out of the park, that would really be my option of 
choice. 

 Glad the work has the go ahead 

 Please put wooden benches like Seabalis park seating at south and north end of park 
(not at entrance areas) 

 Option 2 for park design was good too option 1 had fence too close in (hard to see what 
was different otherwise). 

 Option 4 would be my second choice. Then 3. 
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Appendix D: Additional Email Feedback 

This is a record of the project-related emails received by the Project Coordinator while the 
online survey was live. The content of the emails is not included in the online survey summary 
but each has been read and considered by the project's design team.  

Email 1 
From: TH 
Sent: October 4, 2020 5:18 PM 
To: Casey Morris Casey.Morris@toronto.ca 
Subject: Joseph Burr Tyrell park - requested comments from Terri H - request Design Option #3 

 

Dear Casey, 

Thanks for chatting the other day; as requested - here are my thoughts via e-mail. 

[personal information removed]  We are very excited about the proposed improvements.  We 
also believe we are the only homeowners directly on the park, and would like to share our 
experience: 

RESIDENT’S EXPERIENCE 

• We love having the playground available to neighbourhood kids. 
• We frequently hear loud gatherings of (often inebriated) people on the path right next to 

the fence. 
• The light from the park can be somewhat bright and intrusive keeping neighbourhood 

kids awake. 
• The recent repositioning of garbage and recycling bins to east side of park, and seeming 

increased frequency of early morning pick ups - is somewhat disruptive. 

RESIDENT’S REQUESTS - PLEASE IMPLEMENT PROPOSED DESIGN OPTION 3: 

• ***PATH PLACEMENT: Please place the path on the south side of the park. [personal 
information removed]   

• LIGHTING PLACEMENT & INTENSITY: As much as possible, please keep the lighting 
fixtures physically low, directed to the ground and path,  and muted - especially on north 
side of park. . 

• ADDITIONAL PLANTING: A perennial planting buffer in the “buffer area north of the 
space between #1 and #7" [personal information removed]   

• GARBAGE & RECYCLING: Could they be moved to the south side of the park - 
preferably south west, where previously positioned? And/or could pick up time be later in 
day? 

PARK USERS & NEIGHBORING HOMES - WE SUGGEST PROPOSED DESIGN OPTION 3: 

• PATH PLACEMENT: A path on the south side of parkette would keep that route and foot 
traffic closer to Bloor/the commercial area/south side of the parkette. 

• PLAYGROUND PLACEMENT & NATURAL LIGHT:  A playground on the north side of 
parkette keeps the children closer to the residential (north) side of park, and gives  the 
children more light from the south - extending the kids’ natural light  later in the day. 

• LIGHTING INTENSITY & DIRECTION: Muted electric lighting - directed DOWN - toward 
path and possibly playground - will be easier on everyone's eyes (and sleep). 

 

mailto:Casey.Morris@toronto.ca
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CHILDREN’S EXPERIENCE OF PARK:  In addition to above, and inspired by years of working 
with children in the arts, here are some “theme” thoughts that may (or may not) be of interest ;)  

 We really appreciate the idea that you seem intent on honouring Joseph Burr Tyrrell’s 
discovery of the dinosaur Albertosaurus sarcophagus in the 1800’s.   

 SEATWALL: We wonder if the fossils embedded in the bench might form the shape of 
the dinosaur Tyrell is credited with discovering.  

 SANDBOX: Could there also be rounded and safe dinosaur bones firmly attached to the 
bottom of the sand box? i.e. to allow the children to excavate/discover and cover up the 
bones? With the exterior of the sandbox somehow reflecting the formations of Alberta’s 
badlands? (Or something along those lines) 

 PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT: choice #3 in equipment seems to reflect the clean, simple 
design of the Tyrell history and the neighbourhood.  

 SLIDE: Might there be the possibility of a painting of the Albertosaurus on the side of the 
slide?  

 WATER FOUNTAIN: could water emerge from a dinosaur’s mouth? 

*** Path placement as outlined in Design Proposal #3 - along the SOUTH SIDE of the park - 
would be our primary request for all the reasons listed above. 

Casey and team - thanks very much for your consideration, and all your work in improving this 
lovely public space.  If I can be of any assistance, or if it would be helpful to meet onsite, I would 
be very happy to do so. 

Warm regards, 

TH 


