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King-Parliament Info Session: Heritage, Parks & Public Realm

WebEx Meeting Center functionality: 

More options
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Trouble shooting Tips
Can’t hear the Host/Presenter?  

Option 1 - Disconnect the headset & use the PC/laptop speakers

Option 2 - Connect to  the Audio Conference with landline/mobile
Step 1. – Click Audio button by hovering at the bottom of the screen

Step 2. – Select the “Call me at” feature 
Step 3. – Enter the 10 digit telephone number you want to use to connect
Step 4. – Click “Connect Audio” button next to the phone number
Step 5. – Answer the phone and follow the prompts to join the Audio Conference

If this doesn’t work, you can listen in by dialing 416-915-6530, access code 133 938 2203



This meeting is being recorded

Please be aware that this meeting is being recorded and
personal information, such as your opinions, statements
and voice will become part of a public record.

Under Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act,
records created for the general public do not restrict access and may be made available
on the City Planning website. Your registration information will not be disclosed as part of
the public record.



Welcome
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Land Acknowledgment
Tkaronto, now known as Toronto, is under Treaty 13 and is home to many Indigenous 
Nations from across Turtle Island, including the Inuit and the Metis. It is the traditional 
territories of the Huron-Wendat, Anishinabek, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy and most recently, The Mississaugas of the Credit River First Nations.  

We are all Treaty people. Many of us of have come here as settlers, immigrants, or 
newcomers in this generation or generations past.  I'd like to also acknowledge those 
who came here involuntarily, particularly as a result of the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade.  
And so, I honour and pay tribute to the ancestors of African Origin and Descent. 
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Agenda
7:00 p.m. Welcome

7:05 p.m. Presentation
Melanie Melnyk, Senior Planner, City Planning Division
Gary Miedema, Project Manager, Heritage Planning
Alex Corey, Senior Heritage Planner, Heritage Planning

7:30 p.m. Questions and Comments
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Facilitated Discussion
At the end of the presentation we will go through each of the questions 
and one of our panelists will respond.

Raise Hand:
Raise Hand is found in the bottom 
right hand corner of the Participant 
pop-up screen.  Use this to ask a 
Question of the Presenter or panelists 
through your computer’s audio.

Q&A:
Q & A is found as an option when 
you click on the three dots.  Use 
this to ask a question of the 
Presenter or panelists.

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/participate-in-virtual-engagement-events/

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/participate-in-virtual-engagement-events/
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Conduct

• Please be brief and limit yourself to one question or comment at the time, so 
that we may hear from others. There will be other opportunities to engage.

• Keep an open mind while listening to others.

• Be respectful. City of Toronto is an inclusive public organization. Racist or 
other forms of discriminatory, prejudicial, or hateful comments and questions 
will not be tolerated.

• Engage with high energy, be personable as you would in person!
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Tonight’s Meeting Scope
• Focus on Heritage, Parks and Public Realm in the King-Parliament area

• Background and brief overview of work in progress to update the Secondary 
Plan 

• Purpose: to inform and collect feedback. No decisions will be made tonight.

• Individual sites or development applications will not be addressed in this 
forum.
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Upcoming Information Session
Jarvis-Parliament 

Area

Tuesday November 3 
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Meeting information posted at www.toronto.ca/king-parliament

http://www.toronto.ca/king-parliament


Background
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Planning in Ontario 101

Provincial Policy
and Legislation

Official Plan Policies 
(City of Toronto)

Secondary Plans

Zoning By-laws

Lesser
D

egree of Local Specificity

Greater
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Why this Study?

• There is an existing Secondary Plan in 
force for King-Parliament

• First adopted in 1996 to revitalize the 
area with more flexible uses and 
adaptive re-use of buildings

• Need for an update to respond to recent 
growth as part of the City’s Downtown
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TOcore: Downtown Plan (OPA 406)
• Ministerial approval June 5, 2019
• Provides a planning policy framework to 

shape growth in Toronto’s Downtown over 
the next 25 years, regarding:

Land Use
Parks
Public Realm
Transportation
Culture

Housing
Community Services 
and Facilities
Built Form
Energy

• Implemented through Infrastructure 
Strategies and Plans
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• • •

King-Parliament Review Timeline

Council Direction
2014

Ongoing Consultation (in-person & online)

We are here

Phase 1

Research & 
Analysis
(March 2019)

Phase 2

Proposed 
Secondary Plan 
(October 2019)

Phase 3

Recommended 
Secondary Plan & 
Zoning By-law
(Q1 2021)
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Proposed Secondary Plan

Toronto & East York Community Council received a 
proposed Secondary Plan for King-Parliament at its 
meeting of October 10, 2019.

Key Objectives:

• Enhance King-Parliament's role as an 
employment area 

• Maintain the area’s diverse physical character 
through retention of heritage properties 

• Improve and expand parks and the public realm



Parks & Public Realm
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Downtown Plan
Parks and Public Realm Strategy
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Downtown Plan
Parks and Public Realm Directions for King-Parliament
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Parks & Public Realm Plan
Proposed Secondary Plan – Oct 2019
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Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements - October 2020
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Parks & Public Realm Plan
Revised Secondary Plan - Oct 2020
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Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements
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Parks & Public Realm Plan
Revised Secondary Plan - Oct 2020
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Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements

Review and refine mapping and policy directions for “Big Moves”:

Trinity Triangle

King-Sumach Plaza Belt

First Parliament Site
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Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements

King-Sumach Plaza Belt
• Reframe its role and function assuming 

relocation of transit hub

• Support opportunities for placemaking
and public use of City-owned lands 
within revised boundary

• Promote visual connectivity of new and 
existing open spaces in the "plaza belt"

• Include policies to allow for interim uses 
(e.g. parking, staging) while providing 
for pedestrian access



28

Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements

Trinity Triangle
• Support opportunities for expanded 

public open space through 
redevelopment, potential road closure 
and/or realignment

• Enhanced safety and connectivity for 
pedestrian and cyclist movement

• Streetscape improvements and 
amenities for Front, Eastern and 
Trinity Streets
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Parks & Public Realm
Proposed Secondary Plan refinements

First Parliament Site & Parliament 
Square Park
• Support for ongoing Master Plan process, 

defining objectives for:

• Retaining key archaelogical resources

• Heritage interpretation through public 
realm and building design

• New parks, open spaces and enhanced 
streetscaping initiatives along Berkeley 
and Parliament Streets

• Development of a civic hub
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A Vision for First Parliament
The First Parliament site is an important historic site. 
It will be protected and developed to tell its stories.

The First Parliament site will also become a vital 
public/community resource. The site will be 
developed to meet the needs of a growing resident, 
working and visiting population.

• Authentic
• Exciting
• Unique

• Bold
• Visible
• Inclusive



Heritage
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Heritage
King-Parliament Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment

City Planning undertakes a 
Cultural Heritage Resource 
Assessment to document an 
area’s development history and to 
ensure that properties of cultural 
heritage value or interest are 
appropriately identified, 
understood and conserved. 
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Heritage
King-Parliament Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment

A CHRA applies provincial criteria to evaluate 
properties for their cultural heritage value or 
interest. That evaluation is informed by 
community engagement and historical 
research. A CHRA results in an understanding 
of the history of an area, and identifies built 
heritage resources that are important to that 
history. 

Historic Context Statement for King-Parliament  
CHRA included in October 2019 Staff Report.  
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHist
ory.do?item=2019.TE9.32

http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2019.TE9.32
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Heritage
Cultural Heritage Resource Timeline

KING-PARLIAMENT SECONDARY AREA PLAN PROCESS

December  2018
Heritage Focus 
Group Meeting 1

January 2019
Heritage Focus 
Group Meeting 2

Open House 

March 2019
Heritage Focus 
Group Meeting 3

Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment

June 2019
KP Pop-up

October 2019
Proposed Secondary Plan and Staff Report 
TEYCC/City Council

April 2019
Draft Historic Context 
Statement
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Heritage
King-Parliament Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment

Buildings remaining from identified periods of development
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Heritage
King-Parliament Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment

Buildings remaining from identified periods of development
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Heritage
King-Parliament Cultural Heritage Resource Assessment
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Heritage
Secondary Plan and Zoning

Secondary Plan

• Pro-active identification of cultural heritage 
resources

• Character area descriptions have been 
informed by identified cultural heritage 
resources

Zoning

• Integration of heritage-specific clause 
recognizing potential need to go above and 
beyond minimum requirements
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Heritage
Proposed Zoning Refinements

Shift existing proposed Secondary Plan policy to the zoning by-law, 
allowing for consideration of additional built form requirements to ensure 
compatibility with heritage scale and character:

“Additional setbacks, stepbacks, and stepping down of building 
heights over and above the built form and urban design standards 
identified in this Plan, or in the zoning by-law, may be required to 
conserve the scale and character of a property included on the 
City’s Heritage Register.”
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Heritage
Proposed Secondary Plan Refinements

• Inclusion of identified properties 
on the Heritage Register in 
advance of the Secondary Plan

• Official Plan policies for 
properties on the Heritage 
Register then apply

• Remove map from final 
Secondary Plan and associated 
policy
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Heritage
The Heritage Register

• The Heritage Register is a means to identify properties that have cultural heritage value or 
interest to a community.  The Heritage Register includes all designated properties and 
non-designated, ‘listed’ properties that Council believes to have cultural heritage value.

• An owner of a listed property must give the municipality at least 60 days’ notice of their 
intention to demolish or remove a structure on the property. This allows Council time to 
decide whether to move forward with designation of the property under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act.

• As required by the Provincial Policy Statement 2020 and the City’s Official Plan, if a 
property on the Heritage Register is involved in an application for a zoning by-law 
amendment, official plan amendment, consent to sever or site plan agreement, the impact 
of the application on the property will be reviewed. 

• For more information on the Heritage Register and what listing means: 
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/heritage-
preservation/heritage-register/

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/heritage-preservation/heritage-register/


Questions & Comments
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Next Steps
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Upcoming Information Session
Jarvis-Parliament 

Area

Tuesday November 3 
7:00 - 8:00 pm

Meeting information posted at www.toronto.ca/king-parliament

http://www.toronto.ca/king-parliament
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Next Steps

• Staff will receive and consider feedback
• Revise Secondary Plan and draft Zoning By-law Amendment
• Prepare report recommending the listing of properties identified 

through CHRA on the Heritage Register
• Prepare final recommended Plan and By-law for Council 

consideration – Statutory Public Meeting at TEYCC
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Study Outcomes
1. Official Plan Amendment

• Final Recommended King-Parliament Secondary Plan
• Boundary Revisions
• New Public Roads

2. Area-Specific Zoning By-law 
Amendment
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Contact Us
Email: kingparliament@toronto.ca

416-392-4524

@ CityPlanTO

Thank you for attending!
Meeting materials will be posted to our project 

website: www.toronto.ca/king-parliament

Please provide any comments by November 30, 2020

mailto:kingparliament@toronto.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/king-parliament
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