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Project Background
Viola Desmond Park, previously known as Hupfield Park, was renamed in 2018 as part of a
local community initiative. As part of this initiative, community members identified certain areas
of the park as being in need of an upgrade.
The City is working with the local Councillor and community to determine the most appropriate
improvements. The overall scope of work will be developed through consultation with the
community and may include:
•
•
•
•
•

Playground surfacing upgrades (rubber)
Additional playground features
Additional seating/gathering space
Enhanced pathways and gathering area
Potential half basketball/sports court

Survey Objectives
In Fall 2020, the City conducted an online survey to obtain feedback from community members
to inform the improvements to Viola Desmond Park. Survey participants were given the
opportunity to provide feedback on their favourite features currently in the park as well as the
improvements they would like to see in the park upgrades.
The survey was available to complete online from October 2- 26 and reopened to gather
additional input from December 3 – 10, 2020. The survey received a total of 79 survey
responses which included feedback from 206 people.
The feedback from the survey is summarised in this document and will inform the selection and
refinement of the playground improvements.

Notification
The online survey was promoted through the following channels:
•
•

•

Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents
Promotions through the local Councillor's Office
Project webpage
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Feedback Summary
Detailed poll results are included in Appendix A. Raw text responses are included in Appendix
C.
•

•

•
•

•

Most survey respondents (61%) visit Viola Desmond Park with their family.
o 44% visit with friends
o 22% visit alone
o 19% have never visited the park
o 9% visit with school, daycare, or camp groups
o 3% visit with others
The 10 park activities most popular with survey respondents are (from most to least
popular):
1. Walking through the park (54% of respondents do this while in Viola Desmond
Park)
2. Spending time with others (47%)
3. Playing Basketball (46%)
4. Sitting on a bench/seating (42%)
5. Siting on the grass (39%)
6. Relaxing in a calm space (39%)
7. Playing in the playground (34%)
8. Having a picnic (27%)
9. Playing Soccer (19%)
10. Playing baseball (13%)
Most respondents (55%) usually stay at Viola Desmond Park between 30 minutes and 2
hours.
The top 10 qualities respondents like about Viola Desmond Park today are:
1. The location/ proximity to their home or school (13 respondents)
2. The open greenspace and nature (10 respondents)
3. The basketball courts (5 respondents)
4. The variety of activities available for people of all ages (4 respondents)
5. Everything! (3 respondents)
6. The park provides a space for meeting people and gatherings (2 respondents)
7. The playground (2 respondents)
8. The seating/ the relaxing space (2 respondents)
9. The baseball diamond (1 respondent)
10. The park name (1 respondent)
Improvements respondents suggested for Viola Desmond Park include:
o Improve the basketball court (7 respondents):
 Trim surrounding trees so they do not interfere with basketball games (3
respondents)
 Place a fence between the basketball court and the road to prevent balls
from rolling into the street (2 respondents)
 Place a cage around the basketball court so balls don't roll into the street
(2 respondents)
 Instal a full court, with two opposing nets (2 respondents)
 Add chain mesh to the nets (1 respondent)
 Add lighting to the basketball court (1 respondent)
o Improve the playground (4 respondents):
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Make the playground physically accessible for children of all abilities (2
respondents)
 Make the playground larger (1 respondent)
 Improve safety, especially for younger children/ design with younger
children in mind (1 respondent)
 Add equipment that both teens and children can enjoy (1 respondent)
 Add more swings (1 respondent)
Add lighting throughout the park (e.g. pathways, to the basketball court, and to
the playground) (4 respondents)
Add a water fountain (3 respondents)
Add a dog park (3 respondents)
Improve seating (3 respondents):
 Adding more benches around the playground (1 respondent)
 Adding picnic tables (1 respondent)
 Adding benches with backs throughout the park (1 respondent)
Add a splash pad (2 respondents)
Maintain open green space (2 respondents)
Add a volleyball court (1 respondent)
Improve the soccer field (1 respondent)
Add adult fitness equipment (1 respondent)
Add a BBQ area (1 respondent)
Add a medicine or flower garden (1 respondent)
Add a skatepark (1 respondent)
Add a covered area for BBQs (1 respondent)
Ensure park pathways are accessible (e.g. through repaving) (1 respondent)
Add video surveillance (1 respondent) and more police presence (1 respondent)
Improve seating/team benches for each sports space (1 respondent)
Update another park instead, as this one is in good condition (1 respondent)
Change the name back to the previous park name (1 respondent)


o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary

"Other" responses include:
6

o
o

My doctor's office is in that area and I have been in the park while spending time before
going to appointment.
Dog runs in the field.

"Other" responses include:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Have not been to the park (7)
Swings
Skate
Supervise siblings
Supervise children
Walk dog

7

8

Demographics

Under 5 years old: 24
6-12 years old: 28
13-18 year olds: 42
19-30 year olds: 46
31-64 year olds: 49
65 years old and up: 17
Total: 206
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Appendix B: Park Background
Viola Desmond Park Today
Viola Desmond Park, formerly known as Hupfield Park (85 Hupfield Trail), was renamed to
honour the Canadian Civil Rights activist and businesswoman of Black Nova Scotian descent,
who helped to initiate the modern civil rights movement in Canada. She now appears on the $10
Canadian bank note as of 2018. Viola Desmond will be commemorated through upgrades to the
park (potentially through a plaque or statue). Additional improvements to Viola Desmond Park
may include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Playground surfacing upgrades (rubber)
Additional playground features
Additional seating/gathering space
Enhanced pathways and gathering area
Potential half basketball/sports court

12

Current Outdoor Basketball Court

Current Baseball Diamond
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Current Children's Playground

Current Gathering Area
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Appendix C: Text Responses
Who do you go to Viola Desmond Park with? Please select all that apply.
Respondents who select "Other, please explain."
•
•

My doctor's office is in that area and I have been in the park while spending time before
going to appointment.
Dog runs in the field.

What do you do while in Viola Desmond Park? Please select all that apply.
Respondents who select "Other, please explain."
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I have not yet been to this park
SWINGS
Skate
Never been
supervise my younger siblings
I’ve never been
Never been to the park but it look like a space I could visit
No visit
I will visit soon
NA
My kids play
Dog walking.

What do you like about Viola Desmond Park?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I love the basketball courts, however I wish the courts were a little bigger.
Proximity to my home
Closest basketball court
Everything except how the basket ball court is formatted
Basketball court
The variety
It’s the only accessible park for the community that isn’t connected directly to a school.
It’s great for people of all ages
Close to home
The various aspects of it, a little something for everyone: basketball,kids playground,
greenery, seatung/benches
It’s an amazing park honestly. I do believe other more worn down parks need an
improvement
Good environment, surroundings and nature
Nothing like the green space
Its a near area for kids to play and to take a walk.
The space to walk and enjoy fresh air
Its across my children’s school and very close to home
I’ve never been
I like that it’s a pleasant green space that honours a great Canadian’s name and
contributions and that it’s not too far from where I live.
It's close to home. And a good walk too.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

childhood park
The location it is in.
It’s an open area between two schools so it’s useful for students and parents.
Greenery and options available, I.e. baseball diamond, ball court
I love that there's a very large green space in the park
Base on the pictures I like that there is a lot of greenery and open space
its relaxing atmosphere
Don’t live in this neighborhood
My perspective is that all parks like Viola Desmond Park are necessary to a community.
I live near the waterfront park at the end of Port Union Road. That park and the other
park on Lawrence Avenue east is very important to residents and the parks near the
schools, Charlottetown and Centennial Road school. Covid-19 has proven that parks are
essential to residents, especially for residents who don't have a back yard. For children
even more important to have parks that are close to home and safe.
Enjoy the park playing, walking and chatting with friends
N/A
NA
Location
It's has lots of open spaces for people of various ages to use.
I like everything about the park!
The nature and fun time that the park brings
Close to my house
Love the park, have been living in the area just down the street for 20+ years so i use
the park frequently. i like seeing family and friends being able to use the space and area
to gather, sit, and play.
Nothing.
It’s one of the few parks servicing so many in the neighborhood. We live at ----- and we
have been promised a playground within the grounds for over 15 years. But at least with
viola Desmond park so close we've had somewhere to go that is in safe walking
distance. Neilson park can be a bit of a trek with small kids and off a very busy road.

What improvements would you like to see at Viola Desmond Park? Please select
all that apply.
Respondents who select "Other, please explain."
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Water fountains please buy us A chain mesh thank you
Make the soccer Field better
Please make the basketball court a full court, and cut the tree that is planted next to the
right basket ball net because it is know for blocking jumshots
Could you make the basketball court where it’s full court(both nets facing each other).
Could you also get rid of any tree near the court that affects someone’s jumpshot. Could
you also add a water fountain if not add a Fence on the left side of the court that
prevents the ball from rolling to the road.
Water fountain, cutting the tree on the right side of the court as well as well as the left
side, proper fencing
Never been
BBQ pits & picnic benches, area for setting up mobile volleyball net
Bigger playground for kids and more benches for people to sit,
Dog parks
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Accessible playground for kids in wheelchairs and walkers.
More lighting along the pathways for better night safety. Install a splash pad
addition of a small splash pad
Not a visitor’s
a medicine garden or nice flowers
I will have to see when I visit the park
Ensure that the park has accessible pathways and entries. Ensure that all benches have
backs for people to be supported.
A cage around the basketball court so the ball does not go on the road
Safe outdoor exercise equipment for older adults
It would be great if a cage was added around the basketball court for many reasons.
Everyday alot of us enjoy coming and playing basketball, especially alot of kids. By
adding a cage around the basketball court it will prevent the ball from going on the road
which is a big safety. It would be more peaceful and motivation for people to come
knowing they are able to play basketball in a closed environment. I recommend this
because basketball is the most used activity at this park as I come everyday.
Dog park better lights special need playground equipment swing that can fit a wheel
chair
Better lighting to see at night and also a Dog Park. A good number of dogs in the area
would benefit from the dog park
basketball court needs lighting!! and also if you can change the rims from double rims to
single. i know they may be less durable but the people who play would rather have
single rimmed nets.
Currently the playground doesn’t feel safe. And it’s definitely not designed with smaller
children in mind.

Do you have any other ideas or comments?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To enlarge the basketball court we can move the court more towards the side walk
Put a water fountain and better benches.
Water fountain please
Replace benches, add fencing so the ball won’t go to the road
No
Picnic tables, huts, bbqs, that’s what people in our community would love. Even a
volleyball net for the summer would bring lots of people together
To add a skatepark for I can’t always go to Neilson park
Better playground and play options. Including swings, more interactive and fun
equipment for the kids
Focus on parks that are in extremely bad shape, not this one
Make it green and safe for the children
Doggy fenced areas where families can share and bond.
Make the playground wheelchair accessible and special needs friendly for kids
No.
A small splash pad would be amazing
*The pathways through the park definitely need to be resurfaced, there are areas where
it is very damaged. *More lighting needed along the pathway, it can get a little scary
walking through the park at night. *An addition of a small splash pad would be amazing.
There are 2 schools on either side of the park so there are many children in the area that
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

would benefit from it in the hot summer months. *video surveillance with signage, to
deter suspicious or criminal activity within the park playground and sports court.
It seems like the park need more lighting for night time
Don’t know
To just say again, as I wrote in the other section, parks with equipment that children and
teenagers can enjoy and green grass etc. that residents can walk and be safe and out of
their homes, especially for residents who don't have a detached house with yards.
Covid-19 has shown how important green spaces are for residents, both adults and for
children .
I think that this is wonderful for the community.
Older adults also need space outdoor to exercise
A caging around the basketball court would be the best upgrade anyone that comes
here would ask for! Thanks
I think we need improved fencing around the basketball court as when kids play I’ve
seen that the ball often goes out onto the road and it is very dangerous for them. Also
maybe water fountains to keep people hydrated. More and improved benches by the
baseball diamond and basketball and soccer fields as they are wooden and are starting
to break down that can be a hazard.
Better lights Water pad play Drinking fountain wheel chair accessible
Also more police presence
Would love to see a dog park in the park if that's possible? Many people in the area have
dogs and pets and having a dog park close by to us would be amazing, as the closest
one to us is about a 10-15 minute drive. The other thing was lighting, maybe better light
a long the path and walkways would be nice as well.
Change the name back. The woman is already on out ten dollar bill I think that is
enough.
We would love to see the park upgraded. A walking/running track would be nice.
Outdoor Exercise equipment for adults/seniors.
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