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Project Background  
The City is improving Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park, located at 10 Dalton Road. The scope of work 
will include a redevelopment of the entire park and playground, including a new layout, play 
elements, improved accessible pathways and updated amenities. This survey is part of the third 
and final phase of community consultation for this project. 

Survey Objectives  
In November 2020, the City conducted an online survey to obtain feedback from community 
members to inform the improvements to Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park. This is the third online survey 
conducted for this project. Survey participants were given the opportunity to review the 
proposed park and playground design and provide any final suggestions or feedback.  

The survey was available to complete online from November 16 to December 6, 2020. The 
survey received a total of 100 survey responses which included feedback from 206 people. 

The feedback from the survey is summarised in this document and will inform final refinement of 
the park and playground design.  

Notification  
The online survey was promoted through the following channels: 

• Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents 
• Promotions through the local Councillor's Office  
• Park signage  
• Project Listserve (opt-in email updates) 
• Project postcards to local residents 
• Project webpage updates  

  

http://www.toronto.ca/JBTImprovements
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Feedback 
Raw text responses are included in Appendix C.  

Survey respondents' comments and suggestions for Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park and Playground 
include:  

• Many respondents (17) are happy with and/or enthusiastic about the proposed 
improvements. 

• Some respondents (10) suggested specific changes or additions to the playground 
equipment, including:  

o Adding more swings (2 respondents) 
o Do not isolate the accessible swing (2 respondents). Instead, either include the 

accessible swing in the main swing set (1 respondent) or, extend that swing set 
to include a belt and bucket swing(s) (1 respondent) 

o Add more accessible play structures (1 respondent) 
o Add a large seesaw (1 respondent) 
o Add a stage area (1 respondent) 
o Add a small plastic playhouse (1 respondent) 
o Add a large Albertasaurus (e.g. like the one near Sunnyside Park) (1 respondent) 
o Make all the play structures dinosaur themed (1 respondent) 
o Add a giant banana/person (1, 3-year old respondent) 
o Add monkey bars that can also be used by adults for exercise (1 respondent) 
o Add steps up to the swings for smaller children (1 respondent) 
o Move the sandbox a few feet south, away from the property line (1 respondent) 
o Do not overcrowd the play area with too many features, which get in the way of 

kids running around (1 respondent) 
o Add adult-sized play equipment (1 respondent) 
o One respondent noted they didn't think a separation between ages on different 

play structures was required, while another said they were in favour of this 
separation. 

• Some respondents (5) shared comments about the groundcover in the park and 
playground:  

o Do not use real woodchips (2 respondents) 
o Do not use sand (except in the sandbox, which should keep the sand well-

contained) (2 respondents) 
o Ensure any rubber chips used are non-toxic to children (1 respondent) 
o Use a soft rubber material under the play equipment (1 respondent) 
o Install artificial turf to improve park cleanliness (1 respondent) 

• Some respondents (5) would like more lighting installed in the park. The lighting should 
not be intrusive to neighbouring homes (1 respondent).  

• A few respondents (4) suggested additional plantings, including:  
o More trees (3 respondents) 

 Shagbark Hickory and White Oak trees (1 respondent) 
o A meadow with tall grasses for kids to explore (2 respondent) 
o Pollinator-friendly plantings (1 respondent) 

• A few respondents (3) would like adult fitness equipment installed in the park.  
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• A few respondents wanted water features added to the park including: 
o A tap in the sand play area (2 respondents) 

 One respondent did not want water in/near the sand play area. 
o A small splash pad or water feature (2 respondents)  
o A wading pool (2 respondents) 

• A couple of respondents (2) each would like: 
o More seating, including: 

 Picnic tables near the street (1 respondents) 
 Benches throughout the park (2 respondents) 

o A public washroom in the park 
o The use of more natural playground materials (e.g. logs) 
o More shade be over play and seating areas 
o The addition of a dog off-leash area  
o Signage to ensure dogs are kept on-leash in the park and do not go use the sand 

play area as a washroom 
o This park to allow for housing encampments during the pandemic 

• A couple of respondents (2) had colour preferences:  
o One respondent suggested the colour options be toned-down to be less bright 
o One respondent suggested returning to colours presented in a previous round of 

design 
• One respondent suggested the entire park be fenced in to keep toddlers contained while 

another recommended there was no need to fence the park in completely 
• One respondent each suggested:  

o Adding a barrier to prevent bicycles from speeding through the site 
o Expanding the park  
o Engaging the closest school on the development of this playground 
o Adding waste bins 
o Returning to a previous version of the design 
o Make the space more bird-friendly 
o Improving maintenance/cleaning of any installed water fountains 
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Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary  

    

 

Demographics 

Under 5 years old: 26 

6-12 years old: 21 

13-18 years old: 8 

19-30 years old: 30 

31-64 years old: 100 

65 years old or above: 21 

Total: 206 
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Appendix B: Park and Playground Design   
Park Design Upgrades 
The previous online survey was available to complete online from September 10 to October 4, 
2020. The survey received a total of 135 responses. 3 preliminary park design options were 
presented for feedback. 54% of survey respondents preferred park design option 3, displayed 
below.  

Preliminary Design  

The preferred park design (Option 3) included: 

• Play structures with engineered wood fiber surface 
o Accessible ramp and safety surface 

• Flat and bermed lawn 
o Grassy areas provide shady places for casual socializing and play 

• Connective asphalt pathways 
o Improved connectivity with wide gently sloped pathways ensuring accessibility 

from multiple directions and ease of use 
• Picnic tables and benches 

o Accessible layout and design 
• New trees 

o Additional trees can be planted to supplement the existing canopy around the 
playground 

• Perennial planting buffer 
o Provides a sense of separation from the adjacent uses with tough perennials with 

year-round interest including pollinator plants 
• Sandbox 

o A flush concrete curb encloses a sand box with possible water tap 
• Seatwall 

o Long concrete seatwall offers seating on both sides and stamped impressions of 
fossils to discover 

• Bottle filling station and fountain 
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Updated Design  

The Option 3 park design has been updated based on feedback from the last survey. Changes 
include:  

• More trees and native plantings 
• Improved accessible pathways 
• More seating and seating choice 
• Clear views between the park and the street (both sides of the park) 
• Reconfigured fence layout.  

o Less fencing, with fencing remaining only around the playground 
• Replacing sand surface with accessible safety surface under the playground 
• Dinosaur theme 
• Larger sandplay area 

The updated park design is now:  

 

The park design includes:  

1. Play structures with engineered wood fiber surface (similar to wood chips) and 
accessible ramps so those with mobility devices can enter and use the playground 

2. Grassy areas that provides shady places for socializing and play. Some areas are flat, 
while others have a gentle hill 

3. Asphalt pathways that provide connections through the park 
4. Picnic tables and benches that can be accessed by people who use mobility devices 
5. New trees 
6. Perennial planting beds that include pollinator plants with an armourstone barrier (a 

stone wall that people can sit on). This provides separation from nearby uses 
7. Sand area that includes logs, boulders, and buried dinosaur bones to discover 
8. Seatwall that offers seating on both sides and stamped impressions of fossils 
9. Bottle filling station and fountain 

Playground Design Upgrades  
In the previous survey, three playground options were presented. Survey respondents preferred 
playground design option 2 and 3 fairly equally, at about 40% of respondents selecting 
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each.  With results fairly split, option 2 was selected for further development based on the other 
feedback collected through the online survey. This included the community's desire for 
playground structures with more shade, lots of climbing opportunities, and a high number of play 
opportunities.  

Preliminary Design  

 

Playground Option 2 included: 

• Large traditional style and a rope climber 
• Structures for mixed age groups  

o One senior and junior structure (combined) 
o Rope climber 
o Balance steps 
o Activity panels 

• Swings  
o One accessible swing 
o One junior swing 
o Two senior swings 

• A sand play area 

Updated Design  
Based on feedback collected in the last survey, the playground design has been updated to 
include more and larger swings, and a separate play structures for toddlers to improve safety.  
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This playground now includes: 

• A large, 10 foot swing set with 2 belt swings and 2 infant swings 
• A Junior and Senior play structure 
• Multiple slides 
• A separate climbing structure 
• One accessible swing 
• A separate play structure for toddlers, which includes a slide 
• A large sandplay area 
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Appendix C: Text Responses   
Do you have any final comments about the updated Joseph Burr Tyrell 
Park and Playground design?  

• Garbage cans please and would be good if the grass could be artificial turf to reduce 
hidden garbage in the grass. Currently grass is never mowed and it hides glass, 
cigarettes, condoms. 

• Glad that you have improved the sight lines from both Dalton and Brunswick. Will the 
water fountain and bottle filler be cleaned and maintained regularly? Have you budgeted 
for this? In the post-Covid era, hygiene will be a must. 

• This is outstanding. Well done. Only comment is that no one wants to swing by 
themselves and this park is best loved for its swings. Could you extend the accessible 
swing structure to also be 10’ tall and add one more belt swing and one more infant 
swing, to make 3 swings on that in total and 7 total swings in the park? That would be 
the cherry on top. Thanks! 

• So glad this is finally happening. What’s the plan for lighting? 
• Please put in several picnic tables.  My 87 year old mom require the picnic table to be 

close to be very close to one of the two streets. Please add as many benches as 
possible. More Trees and wild grass. Please take the child’s play equipment survey to 
the closest tdsb schools. 

• Looks great! 
• none 
• Looks great! Can’t wait to see it 
• Cannot tell, but hopefully there’s steps for the playground for child to get to swing? 
• Looks good. 
• Is there any room for a small splash pad? There are no wading pools or splash pads 

within the Annex boundaries. 
• I don’t understand the Point of the fence. The building structures on either side should 

provide adequate containment in case children begin to run without the need for 
additional infrastructure 

• I think that public spaces and parks (including this one) should allow encampments 
during the pandemic until the city has a sustainable, client-centered plan to safely 
provide shelter for unhorsed folks right now 

• Love these ideas! We live across the street and some things to keep in mind: the park 
attracts SOO many birds and they are amazing :) if the spaces could be bird friendly, 
that would be amazing! For example, house sparrows nest in the top of the swing set so 
the park can perhaps create habitat for them. Also, incorporating a simple chin up bar or 
something could be awesome for adults wanting to work out. If that isn’t possible, maybe 
installing monkey bars for kids that can be multi purpose. 

• It’s a great design and much needed after years of failure. Please have the very best in 
ambient landscape lighting with bollards to illuminate the walkway during the winter 
months.  Furthermore can we have Shagbark Hickory and a White Oak as plantings. 
Pollinator friendly plantings to increase the biodiversity in the neighbourhood. The whole 
neighbourhood is nothing but Silver maples and it’s rsther lame. 

• 1.Signage for DOG control. I've seen Pit Bulls offlead there. 2.Do not crowd the are. 
There is space for kids to run there now. Too many objects don't allow that. 3.As many 
trees as possible. 4 Thank you 

• Looks good 
• My four year old approves!  thank you and the design looks great! 
• I think the preliminary design is better than the updated—As a mother with 4 kids. I like 

the original colours better too. 



14 

• Water? 
• love it! 
• 1. Could you please add a large Albertasaurus like the dinosaurs we used to have in the 

playground near Sunnyside on the Lakeshore. It would be a nice tribute and kids used to 
LOVE having those huge dinosaurs by the lake!! 2. If in the budget, a second request 
would be even just a small one spray button splash pad for cooling off. 3. Please ensure 
lots of lighting at night, maybe fluorescent light (veins not visible) to deter drug use and 
dealing at night (ie. syringes etc left around). 4. Having the entire park fenced in with a 
gate to enter is so important for toddlers/parents and keeping them safe (eg Pottery 
Playground on Merton St at Mt Pleasant). Doesn’t have to be high but tall enough to 
keep toddlers in! Thanks! 

• Zoe’s mom says: No water in sand box area.   Make the play structures dinosaur themed 
as well.  Zoe age 3 says she’d like a giant Banana and a Giant person 

• Please include lighting.  After dark this space is used by drug users to shoot up. 
• A calisthenics area should be included. 
• so much plastic- why can't it be done more natural? 
• Looks great!! I missed the first 2 surveys. I live in the area and have a 17 month old 

daughter. We go to 2 parks a day. We often neglect the Joseph Burr Tyrell Park as it 
didn’t offer much. The suggested changes will be a HUGE improvement. I really 
appreciate the inclusion of a separate toddler play structure. It’s difficult to navigate 
larger play structures with a small child who is still working on balance, especially with 
bigger kids running around. If I could make one final suggestion - if you could include a 
small plastic play house on the property, that would be great. Toddlers LOVE opening 
and closing the doors and using the house to play. These are not permanent structures, 
I’m just referring to the plastic houses you can buy from major box retailers. It’s a simple, 
but useful addition to any park. 

• Please integrate the accessible swing into the swing set with the infant and belt swings--
children like the social aspect of swinging together, and we don't want to isolate children 
who need the accessible swing from their siblings, friends, or other park users. 

• This is going to look amazing. Thank you! 
• I think that you're heading the right direction. My main concern is that it's important to 

keep the sandy area away from the walkway that goes through the park. In my 
experience as a dog owner and a parent, a sandy area is too tempting for many dogs. 
Sandy areas in downtown parks can also hide nasty surprises, like broken glass and 
cigarette butts. (We should keep in mind that there is an active night life on that part of 
Bloor street). 

• This looks good. This park looks very neglected and sad. 
• Wood chips are less than ideal.  A spongy surface similar to the one at Ramadan Park 

would be much better for accessibility, strollers and younger kids. Addition of a water 
feature like a wading pool would make park much more useful during summer for kids. 

• Is there room for an off leash dog area? Even a small one would be nice. 
• We appreciate the inclusion of accessible surfaces and features. Our 8 year old 

daughter lives nearby and uses a walker and wheelchair. 
• I find it difficult to compare the options as they constantly reset every time I try to look at 

one. I am late to the process, but am a 2 generation user of this park. I find benefits to all 
models, but have decided preferences.  I think a variety of swings is essential 
junior/senior/accessible. Only saucer swings does not work from what I have seen. My 
child likes to take turns in each (though he will soon outgrow the junior swings). 
Playground option 2 is my favourite aesthetically and functionally. I feel that separating 
junior and senior structures doesn't achieve anything, as my toddler wants to climb on 
structures for older children, and older children will play on structures for infants. 

• I like the updated Park design. The updated playground design looks great. Is there any 
way to include structures for grown-ups to climb on? Grown ups like to climb too! 
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• Will there be a dog park because it would be nice if a dog park was included 
• Looks nice!  I like the trees and the seating. 
• the one accessible swing takes up a large part of the playground. could it be replaced 

with two swings instead. the  swings in parks are very popular 
• Shady and seating areas are crucial to us parents. There are parks we completely avoid 

during the summer for lack of the aforementioned. During extended heat waves, I take 
my child to parks that have either pools or water faucet in sandpit. Many playgrounds are 
underused during the summer because it's unbearable, and dangerous i.e. heatstroke. 
Washroom facilities are always a plus..there aren't too many public ones in the area, so 
I'm disappointed that could not/ would not be incorporated into the redevelopment. 
Thanks for the opportunity to contribute. I used to play there as a kid, 35+ years ago! 
Now my kid plays when we're passing by. It will be VERY well received and thoroughly 
enjoyed by the children. It looks wonderful. 

• i love the addition of native plants and am wondering about the opportunity to naturalize 
more of this space with climbing logs and stumps and other structures made of natural 
materials? perhaps even including a meadow where kids could just engage with tall 
grasses? 

• Looks great 
• Perhaps some covered seating and play areas (sandbox) to shield kids from the sun. I 

know this park gets very sunny during the summer months. No sand in the playareas 
aside from sand box. 

• Termites advance everywhere, so the wood chips need to be not wood, and if rubber, 
not too poisonous if chewed by toddlers. Is any area to be fenced off so dogs can't go 
in? With signs making clear that people who take dogs in and let them excrete will be 
fined. The main problem at present is sand paths make it hard to go through it by bike, 
but tar paths will make it easier, and people will zip through, so there need to be barriers 
to pause bikers as they pass through. Can there be some exploration of making the 
green space around the skyscraper to the east end of the park east of Dalton useful and 
connected. It is a huge area, set aside, never used. 

• This is pretty cool but can you add a see-saw? Like a long one, not like the little ones at 
Julius Deutsch park 

• Tone down the brightness of the lime and cyan then you are set. 
• a tap in the sandplay area is always a major upgrade in terms of excitement and 

playability. 
• More accessible equipment, and have John Tory resign for his ---- poor management of 

allowing houseless people to have their dwellings destroyed so they're forced into much 
more dangerous situations. 

• Just make sure there enough trees! And maybe a working toilet? 
• Dear JBT Design Team,  Thank you so much for the work you've done on this design.  It 

offers an inviting and stimulating environment for our neighborhood's children.  I am very 
happy you've chosen to put the playground on the north side of the park  I've noticed as 
the winter progresses and the days shorten, this is absolutely the sunniest part of the 
park and where the kids seem to want to spend most of their time .  As the owner ---
welcome the sand box -----. However, I'm wondering if there is enough room to move the 
sand box a couple of feet south - slightly away from the fence, to give the park users and 
the users of (neighbouring yards) (including a dog) a wee bit of space from each other?  
I am also hopeful the night lighting will be directed downwards as much as possible to 
minimize the direct light into the adjacent buildings ----.  And a couple of random 
thoughts: I don't know if the plan would have room to possibly add two things - perhaps 
chin up bars/exercise bars at different heights for the parents of the kids - possibly 
placed on the south side of the park so the parents could engage in minimal physical 
activity while watching their kids?  That is something I would have loved when my kids 
were smaller, and would continue to use today as the trend towards outdoor activities 
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increases. And... if there was room somewhere for a small platform that might exercise 
the kids' imagination, i.e. a storytelling spot, or small 'stage' for the children to speak 
from - this might be wonderful fodder for their creativity, and an inspiring complement to 
the physical opportunities afforded by this great new equipment.  Thanks for all the 
thought and effort you've put into making this space functional, inviting, and practical.  I 
imagine all the neighbors and visitors will appreciate your vision and effort.  warm 
regards---- 
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