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Project Background
Dentonia Park is a 6.1 hectare park near Danforth and Victoria Park Avenue. In response to an
application put forward by the Youth Awoke neighbourhood group, the Dentonia Park
Clubhouse is being upgraded with a residential grade kitchen. An outdoor community pizza
oven will also be installed in the surrounding park.
The clubhouse improvements will be developed through consultation with the community and
will include:
•
•

An outdoor pizza oven
A new kitchen that is fully accessible and includes:
o An oven
o A fridge
o A double sink
o New counter space
o Cupboard space

The project is under the City of Toronto’s Partnership Opportunities and Legacy Fund (POL).

Survey Objectives
In October 2020, the City conducted an online survey to obtain feedback from community
members to inform the improvements to the clubhouse in Dentonia Park. Survey participants
were given the opportunity to review the proposed kitchen layout, choose their favourite colour
pallet and provided general feedback about the proposed improvements.
The survey was available to complete online from October 2 to November 2, 2020. The survey
received a total of 147 survey responses.
The feedback from the survey will inform the refinement of the clubhouse improvements.

Notification
The online survey was promoted through the following channels:
•
•
•

Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents
Promotions through the local Councillor's Office
A project webpage
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Summary of Feedback
•
•

•
•

89% of respondents like the proposed kitchen's design as-is.
11% of respondents suggested improvements and changes to the kitchen design
which include:
• Provide more space for wheelchair users to maneuver through and use the
kitchen (1 respondent)
• Cabinet suggestion:
o Lockable cupboards (1 respondent)
o Spot lights under cabinets (1 respondent)
o Ensure cabinet veneers are durable (1 respondent)
• Stove suggestions:
o Burner stove instead of a glass stovetop (for durability) (1 respondent)
o Top-of-the-line stove (1 respondent)
• Countertop suggestions:
o Enlarge the island and keep the surface leveled (1 respondent)
o Add countertop space around the sink for a dishrack (1 respondent)
o Add countertop space around the stove so foods about to be cooked
can rest nearby (1 respondent)
o Extend the counter to the other side of the pillar (1 respondent)
o Use burn-proof countertops (1 respondent)
o Use lighter, patterned material for the countertops instead of black, as
black shows dirt easily (1 respondent)
o Marble countertops (1 respondent)
• Colour theme suggestions:
o Keep tiles, cabinets, and counters a basic, monochrome pallet and
choose more exciting colours for the painted walls, as paint can be
updated more often (1 respondent)
o Choose a different wall colour (1 respondent)
o Do not use black tiles (1 respondent)
o Only use one colour tile with the blue walls (1 respondent)
o Use white for the walls, cupboards and tiles, with a black countertop (1
respondent)
o Choose calming colours, not red (1 respondent)
• Suggestions for other kitchen features:
o Add a vegetable garden nearby (1 respondent)
o Include a stand mixer in the space (1 respondent)
o Include a dishwasher (1 respondent)
• Suggestions for nearby features include:
o Connection to the outdoors, including outdoor seating, a dining area,
and small fencing (2 respondents)
o A large tables in the space for board games and other activities
o A toy exchange chest/library (1 respondent)
o Reposition the women's washroom entrance so there is no need to
enter through the preschool space (1 respondent)
• Clearly state how the space will allocated to different users at different times
47% of respondents prefer colour pallet option 2 while 32% prefer option 1 and
21% prefer option 3.
85% of respondents did not have any suggestions for the location or installation of
the new pizza oven.
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•

•

15% of respondents provided suggestions regarding the location and installation
of the new pizza oven, which follow:
• Include:
o A gas and a wood oven (1 respondent)
o A double pizza oven (1 respondent)
o Nearby access to running water (1 respondent)
o Nearby outdoor seating, picnic tables (2 respondents)
o Outdoor counter space (1 respondent)
o Fencing around the oven (1 respondent)
o Storage space for items related to the oven (1 respondent)
o Allotment gardens nearby (1 respondent)
• Oven features:
o Buy a prefabricated oven brand (1 respondent)
o Ensure the oven meets all fire safety regulations (1 respondent) and is
well ventilated (1 respondent)
o Build the oven to allow for bread making as well (1 respondent)
o Prevent leaves/animals/debris from entering the oven (1 respondent)
o Choose a good colour scheme (1 respondent)
• Location:
o Install beside the baseball diamond (2 respondents)
o West side of the building (1 respondent)
o Away from the basketball court, so the smoke from the oven does not
impact basketball players (3 respondents
o Near the ravine, for the pleasant views (1 respondent)
o Place near shady areas (1 respondent)
o Somewhere with a nice view (1 respondent)
o Install inside the clubhouse instead of outside (1 respondent)
• Prevent vandalism of the new oven (2 respondents)
o Consider lighting as a deterrent to vandalism (1 respondent)
• Clearly outline how the oven will be used, by whom, when, and how safety
will be ensured
• Some respondents suggested not building the oven (3 respondents)
Other suggestions provided by respondents include:
• Invest in other things instead of a pizza oven/kitchen (2 respondents)
• Install a barbeque (1 respondent)
• Install a fire pit grill (1 respondent)
• Install a community compost station (1 respondent)
• Include more seniors' activities (1 respondent)
• Open the clubhouse to the public more often (1 respondent)
• Upgrade the washroom facilities (1 respondent)
• Install air hand dryers in the washrooms to reduce paper towel waste (1
respondent)
• Keep the washroom open year round (1 respondent)
• Upgrade the water fountains (1 respondent)
• Fence the basketball court and offer a house league at this location (1
respondent)
• Provide an outline of project costs (1 respondent)
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Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary
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Demographics
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Appendix B: Layout and Colour Options
Kitchen Layout
A major element of the Dentonia Park Clubhouse Improvements is the installation of a
residential grade kitchen. The kitchen will be made fully accessible to promote an inclusive
community.
An optimal floor plan has been developed that responds to the needs of the various user groups
within the space, and is displayed below.
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The new kitchen space will be located in the same room as the youth lounge, against the northmost wall.
In this design, the architects looked at maximizing the budget by locating the kitchen close to
existing plumbing. Additionally, but placing the kitchen along the back wall of the building, it
leaves a large open gathering space. This is ideal for setting up tables to serve up the lovely
treats created in the kitchen. When the kitchen is not in use, the space remains functional for
other groups in the neighbourhood. Special design features include a fully accessible kitchen
with an accessible sink and counter space. This residential grade kitchen will allow small groups
to cook up a storm.
The design of the new kitchen includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A residential-grade fridge and freezer
A residential-grade oven and stove
Three sinks, including a single sink and an accessible double sink, with space for a
mobility device to roll under one sink
An accessible island, with space for a mobility device to roll under
Many cupboards for storage space. These will be a Birch veneer with a satin
polyurethane finish
Countertops that are a very durable solid surface material in black with dark flecks (to
not show marks & spills)

Colour Options

Three colour pallet options were presented in the survey.

Option 1
Option 1 includes turquoise ceramic wall tiles and medium warm brown for the walls of the
washroom and storage room.
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Option 2
Option 2 includes contrasting red and black ceramic wall tiles and blue-gray for the walls of the
washroom, storage room, and column. Doors and frames would be painted a dark and light
gray.

Option 3
Option 3 includes dark blue and red ceramic wall tiles and dark blue paint for the walls of the
washroom, a medium brown for the walls of the storage room, and black for the column in the
kitchen area.
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Appendix C: Text Responses
Do you have any suggestions for improving or changing the proposed new
kitchen's design?
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Looks great would fantastic if there was a summer design where we could open up and
have more outdoor sitting
Spot lights under cabinets: it’s 2020 not 1990, we like to see what we prepare and it’s a
warmer ambiance.
Put in a toy exchange chest, where people can bring clean gently used toys and take
available toys
If the space is used regularly by a group-ie Youth Awoke, make cupboard handles
lockable. If you make the counter extend to the other side of the pillar it creates extra
serving space.
Combine pre-school and youth lounge on one side and create a separate adult lounge
No glass top stove. Regular burner stove more durable.
Everything marble, top of the line stove nothing cheap
There is little countertop by the sinks for both a dish rack and to put objects that need to
be on hand close to the stove (ie a bowl of freshly washed vegetables about to be
cooked). Is birch veneer durable enough for high-use cupboards? Also, all three colour
palettes, while cheerful, will not age as well as a simple monochrome palate, such as all
white or black tiles. Paint can be changes more often at a lower cost, so if that is a loud
colour, it’s not as big of a commitment.
Don't use black for the countertop. It will always look dusty and dirty as everything shows
up on black. A lighter, patterned material would be better, one that is burn proof. It also
seems odd that the womens washroom must be entered via the pre-school.
Make a large kitchen island that is leveled
Please add some outdoor dining area along with light fencing. The club should look like
a club house not a bathroom. Permanent vegetable garden area too.
How do you decide who gets to use this???
Not enough Room to move around If you're in a wheelchair
Is this a good use of residential tax payers money? Do people how pay rent realize it
could increase their rent. I like the idea. Is it designed for teaching and training? The
pizza oven should be designed to accommodate both gas and wood. To make pizza you
need a mixer as well. Think backwards. Stock pot to make the sauce. Consult on how to
accommodate special diets.
Install a dishwasher
Change the wall colours to something which is actually suitable. This is a world class city
- so we have to act like it

An outdoor pizza oven will also be installed in the park space in front of the
clubhouse. Do you have any suggestions for the location or installation of the
new pizza oven?
•
•
•
•

Kitchen Garden allotment space surrounding the oven
location is of no matter to me, as long as precautions are taken to try to dissuade
vandalism; also, more night-time lighting may be needed in this new pizza oven area
No exact suggestions but away from the basket ball courts to avoid problem with smoke
for players etc.!
Will there be picnic tables near the oven. Put it where there is a pleasant view
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•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Fencing and a storage space dedicated to the over. Ensure there are enough pinching
tables and counter space for users.
Please place as far from the basketball courts as possible. Might be better on the west
side of the park? If it must be close to the clubhouse, prefer to have it in the green space
just north of the soccer field and baseball diamond. Having shade around it would be
good in the summer.
Your color palettes and suggestions suck you need a better design team
Please make it vandal proof. This is my park and iblove what the city does with it but the
reality is there are vandals
I do not feel a pizza oven will be useful it’s a nice idea but whom is going to be using it
and bring all kinds of ingredients etc..?
Instead of in front put it just to the side near the small ravine. It’s a nice view there.
Forgot the pizza oven it's not necessary
I would suggest a good space for the oven would be on the west side of the building.
The east side has basketball courts and the south side the soccer/baseball fields
Make it covered so leaves and such don't fall on the grill.
I don't think this is needed. Animals will in and around it, so it won't be kept clean
enough for use.
Well ventilated area
Besides pizza oven, could it be a barbecue grill?
Right beside the ballpark
Think fire safety. Pizza is cooked at a high temperature. Bread maker would also want to
use the space to make high end specialty bread. If you build it. It has to pay for it self
fast. You need to consult more. Contact me.
That's a great idea to installation a new pizza oven, but, it's batter to install inside the
clubhouse.
Buy a prefabricated brand
It should have outdoor seating near it, and access to running water.
Make it a double pizza oven that provides the community with enough comfortable
space

Do you have any other comments or suggestions?
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Fire pit grill, and community composting station
This is a great idea!
Do not use black tiles. Use only 1 colour of tile with the blue walls
The kitchen colours need improvement. White for the cupboards and white paint for the
walls will make it look larger. The dark countertops are fine as is. Use a neutral white
with specs for the backsplash. This will make the design timeless. The current options
are already dated.
Some more activities for the seniors in our communities. Let’s keep them active, too!
I would like to see the clubhouse open to the public more often. A group of
homeschooling families meet in this park every week and we would love access to the
space. Also, please keep the bathroom open year round!
Hire a better interior design team
Yes, fence in the basketball court and offer a house league. Again thanks Park people.
You are getting it right with Dentonia Park. Thank-you.
Can anyone fire up the pizza oven, anytime? What about safety?
Even though I marked option two it is the best of a bad lot. This is a kitchen it should
look clean, calm and bright.the black counters and bright red and black splotches on the
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•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

walls make it look dark and outdated and anything but a calm space. This designer is
trying to hard. Less is more!
Leave it as is and don't add a kitchen. Invest in other things beside this
Glad to hear about this living on Midburn!
I like the idea
What is the cost of this project?
Big tables to play board games
How do you keep a pizza oven clean? How do you share these new facilities? This
doesn’t seem like a good idea. The money should be invested in upgrading the
washroom facilities and water fountains
I wrote some comments above. Focus on function and how the space will be cleaned
and by whom.
Great initiative - thank you!
Im nervous that the pizza oven will be a fire hazard.
I love this! Good work!
Please install Dyson Hand Dryers in bathrooms to reduce paper waste
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