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St. James Town West Park 
Redesign

Public Meeting #1
April 20th, 2021
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Zoom Controls and Troubleshooting

You can mute and unmute your microphone by 
clicking this button. You will be muted by the 
host during the presentation. 

You can turn your video on or off by clicking 
this button.

Using this button, you can chat. Please select 
‘Everyone’ or if you have a specific issue, 
please select ‘Host’. 

Use this button to raise your hand. 
Open participants list, select ‘raise hand’.
Remember to lower your hand once finished.

Mute

Stop Video

Chat

Participants

2

Raise Hand
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I’d like to begin by honouring the land that I’m on. We acknowledge the land 
we are meeting on is the traditional territory of many nations including the 
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee 
and the Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit 
and Métis peoples. We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by Treaty 13 
with the Mississaugas of the Credit.

Welcome
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Opening Remarks

Kristyn Wong-Tam
City of Toronto, Ward 13 Councillor
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Meeting Purpose

Present and gather feedback on the concept design 
options for the redesign of St. James Town West Park.
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Agenda

1.  Team introductions

2. Project Background and Context

3. Concept Plan Options

4. Small Group Discussions, Questions and Feedback

5. Next Steps



8

Team

DTAH
Design Team

Landscape Architects - Lead
James Roche
Elnaz Sanati

City of Toronto

Laurel Christie – Senior Project Coordinator
Rajesh Sankat – Senior Public Consultation Coordinator

LURA 
Public Engagement

Liz McHardy
Leah Snowden
Alexander Furneaux

Nbisiing Consulting
Indigenous Engagement

Bob Goulais
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Design and Consultation Process Flow Chart

Online 
Questionnaire

Indigenous 
Engagement

Youth 
Resource Group

Phase 1 - Vision Phase 2 - Concepts Phase 3 - Preferred
Concept

Detail Design and 
Contract Document

Tender and 
Construction

Online 
questionnaire

Youth resource 
group

Indigenous 
engagement

Community design 
workshop

Public meeting

Online 
questionnaire

Youth resource 
group

Indigenous 
engagement

Community design 
workshop

Public meeting

June 2021-May 
2022

May 2022
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Background and Context
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Bloor St. E

Howard St.

Sherbourne St.

Bleecker St.

Context
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Context
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Context

St.James Town Open Space Future Park - 60 Howard Street
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Ward and Neighbourhood Boundaries
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North St. James Town Neighbourhood Profile
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St. James Town is the most populated neighbourhood in the TOcore study area at almost 
26 000 people

It also has the 2nd highest proportion of renters (82%) of downtown neighbourhoods

Unemployment is the second highest in the Core and nearly a quarter of those employed 
have only part-time work

St. James Town has a high presence of children under 15 years and both the most single 
parent households and couples with children in the Core

St. James Town has the highest percentage of people 65 years and older and the highest 
number of children 0-9 years in the Core

One of the most diverse neighbourhoods in the Core with the highest presence of immigrants.

Compiled from TO Core Neighbourhood Profiles, 2016 as well as St. James Town Connects Framework, 2018

TO Core Study
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Context- 591 Sherbourne Development
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Public
 Meeting

Online
Survey

Indigenous
Engagement

Youth
 Engagement

School 
Workshops

Community
Ambassadors

Engagement Tactics
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Engagement Summary
Survey Results March, 2021
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Engagement Summary
Survey Results March, 2021
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Engagement Summary
Youth Workshop No.1 March 23rd, 2021

Gathering 
areas

Safety in

Public Space

Community 

Gardens

Venue for 
Local Artists

Preserve 
Nature

Proper Waste

and Recycling

Seating/ 
Reading
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Engagement Summary

Creative 
elements/ 
Indigenous 
component

Symbolism
Indigenous 
Planting/ 
Teaching

Elder’s 
needs and 

access

Traditional 
pathways 

Animals/

Birds

Indigenous Community Sharing Meeting Feb 18, 2021
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Engagement Summary

Biodiversity

Seasonality

in Planting

Desire Paths
Seating 
Options

Safety

Maintenance

Lighting/
Sightlines

Plaza for Art

Event

Play

Recreation
Designated

Dog Area

Survey Results March, 2021
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Design Guidelines
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Allen 
Gardens

57000 sqm

St. James 
Town West 

Park
4200 sqm

Dundas 
Square

3800 sqm

Soccer Field
4050 sqm

Scale Comparison
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Shadow Study
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Shadow Study
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1. Wellesley Park

10. Allen Gardens

15. Norman Jewison Park

8. Winchester Park

12. Barbara Hall Park

14. George Hislop Park

7. St. James Town Public 
Realm Improvements

2. Prince Edward Viaduct 
Parkette

3. Drumsnab Parkette

4. Craigleigh Gardens

5. Rekai Family Parkette

6.Howard Street Parkette

13. Paul Kane House Parkette

16. James Canning Gardens

9. Winchester Square Park

11. Wellesley-Magill Park

Parks with Water Play

Parks with Playground

Parks with DOLA

Parks with Active Recreation

Parks with Future Amenities

17. St. Mary Street Parkette

18. Asquith Green Park

19. Milner Parkette

20. Severn Creek Park

21. Bud Sugarman Park

22. Ramsden Park

23. Alex Murray Parkette

Neighbourhood Parks
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Links and Connections
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Links and Connections
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Design Guideline
New Development
Underground Parking
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Existing Trees

Design Guideline
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Design Guideline
Tree Regeneration Plan
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Design Guideline
Existing Seating
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Design Guideline
Create Comfortable Seating
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Circulation and Entry Points

Design Guideline
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Edges

Design Guideline
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Edges

Design Guideline

Active Edge at Sherbourne Neighbourhood Edge at Bleecker Nature Edge at Howard
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Themes

Design Guideline
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Outdoor Rooms

Design Guideline
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Concept Design Options
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Concept Design Options

Green Refuge
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Concept Design | Green Refuge
Existing Tree Canopy

New Planting

Open Lawn

Raised Planter

Plaza with Seating

Playful Plaza

Wood Platform

Bench-Linear Seat

Catenary Light

Garage Exit Stairs

Drinking Fountain for
 People+Dogs
Indigenous Art 
Location TBD

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

3

4

4

4

4

4
4

5

5

6
6

7

7

8

8

8

8

9

9
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11

43



44

Concept Design | Green Refuge
Proposed Pathways

44
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Concept Design | Green Refuge
Existing and
Proposed
Tree Planting

45
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Concept Design | Green Refuge

46
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Concept Design Options

A Stage 1 Archaeological Resource Assessment of the lands at 601, 599, 591 and 583 Sherbourne 
Street (Lot 9, Part of Lots 1, 2 Registered Plan D-58), City of Toronto, Ontario. Page 60 of 66 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 
Figure 10:  The study lands from J.O. Browne’s 1851 Map of the Township of York.  

 
Figure 11:  The study lands from 1851 Fleming’s Topographical Plan of the City of 
Toronto.  
 
 

A Stage 1 Archaeological Resource Assessment of the lands at 601, 599, 591 and 583 Sherbourne 
Street (Lot 9, Part of Lots 1, 2 Registered Plan D-58), City of Toronto, Ontario. Page 60 of 66 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 
Figure 10:  The study lands from J.O. Browne’s 1851 Map of the Township of York.  

 
Figure 11:  The study lands from 1851 Fleming’s Topographical Plan of the City of 
Toronto.  
 
 

Paths
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Concept Design | Paths
Existing Tree Canopy

New Planting

Landform with Planting

Seating

Playful Plaza

Central Plaza

Bench-Linear Seat

Catenary Light

Garage Exit Stairs

Drinking Fountain for
 People+Dogs

Skateboard Spot

1

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

11

3 3

3

4

4

5

5

6

6

7

8

9

9

9

10

11

10

7

8

7

7

Indigenous Art 
Location TBD
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Concept Design | Paths
Proposed Pathways

51
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Concept Design | Paths
Existing and
Proposed
Tree Planting

52
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Design Tools
Landforms | Open Lawn
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Design Tools
Tree Planting and Horticulture

Trees Shrubs Grasses Medicinal 
Plants



58

Design Tools
Planter and Seating
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Seating

Design Tools
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Playful Space

Design Tools
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Skateboarding

Design Tools
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Lighting

Design Tools
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Questions and Discussion
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Timeline
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Small Group Discussions

In a moment you will be prompted to join a breakout room to discuss the designs in detail with a facilitator. When 
prompted, please accept the invitation to join the breakout room.

When providing your feedback, consider:

• Do the concept design options accurately represent your vision for the future of St. James Town West Park? Why 

or why not?

• What elements of each concept do you like?

• What elements of each concept could be refined or improved?

• What elements, if any, are missing from the concepts?
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Next Steps

Visit www.toronto.ca/stjamestown

- Share your feedback through the online questionnaire until May 9, 2021

- Sign up for e-updates

- Access the presentation and meeting summary when available

Email any additional comments to laurel.christie@toronto.ca by May 9, 2021 
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