
1 

City of Toronto – Parks, Forestry & Recreation 

Donalda Park Fitness 
Improvements  

Survey Summary Report 

March 11, 2021 

 

 

Kyle Yang, Senior Project Coordinator  

Rajesh Sankat, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator  
 

 

  



2 

 

Table of Contents 
Introduction ................................................................................................................................ 3 
Project Background .................................................................................................................... 3 
Survey Objectives ...................................................................................................................... 3 
Notification ................................................................................................................................. 3 
Key Highlights ............................................................................................................................ 5 

Visiting Donalda Park ............................................................................................................. 6 
Fitness Concept Options – Detailed Feedback ....................................................................... 6 
Additional Feedback (All Respondents) .................................................................................. 7 
Additional feedback from respondents within M1S postal code .............................................. 8 
Additional feedback from respondents outside M1S postal code ............................................ 9 

Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary ..........................................................................10 
Demographics .......................................................................................................................15 

Appendix B: Fitness Equipment Options ...................................................................................19 
Fitness Equipment Option 1 ..................................................................................................19 
Fitness Equipment Option 2 ..................................................................................................20 

Appendix C: Text Responses ....................................................................................................21 
When you visit Donalda Park, who do you go with? Please select all that apply. ...................21 
Do you have any other comments about the park or the fitness equipment option you 
selected? ...............................................................................................................................21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

Introduction 
 

This document provides a summary of feedback received through an online survey that asked 
for community feedback on the concept design for the Donalda Park Fitness Improvements 
project. The survey ran from February 5 to March 7, 2021.  

Project Background  
 

Donalda Park is a 2-hectare park located along Donalda Crescent, near Kennedy Road and 
Sheppard Avenue East. The park features a large open lawn area and a large wooded area at 
the south of the park with mature trees and plants. Based on conversations between the local 
Councillor at the time and local community groups, the park was selected as the desired 
location of improvements using Section 42 funds from a nearby development. It was determined 
that the open lawn area within the park should be enhanced with the following improvements: 

• A new multi-use asphalt trail to improve access to the park 
• New outdoor fitness equipment 
• Additional seating 

The existing trees, planting beds and memorial benches will be preserved. The project is in the 
design phase which will be developed through consultation with community members and key 
stakeholders.  

Survey Objectives  
 

In February 2021, the City conducted an online survey to obtain feedback from community 
members to inform the improvements to Donalda Park, specifically the installation of an outdoor 
fitness circuit. Survey participants were given the opportunity to provide general feedback about 
the project and choose their favourite fitness equipment option, or to indicate no preference for 
either. 

The survey was available to complete online from February 5 to March 7, 2021. The survey 
received a total of 359 survey responses, which included input from 758 individuals (where 
multiple individuals from a single household indicated their participation). 

The feedback from the survey will be used to inform the design of the fitness circuit layout and 
selection of equipment for the park.   

Notification  
 

Due to COVID-19 and following Toronto Public Health’s recommendations, the City conducted 
outreach using a mix of digital and print media to ensure appropriate physical distancing 
requirements were met. Outreach methods included: 

• Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents 
• Councillor Nick Mantas’ newsletter 
• Signage in the park 
• Project webpage: www.toronto.ca/DonaldaParkFitness 

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/donalda-park-fitness-improvements/www.toronto.ca/DonaldaParkFitness
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A full breakdown of outreach is listed below: 

Outreach 
Method Outreach Activities Reach 
Project 
Webpage 

 

A dedicated webpage was developed within the City 
of Toronto's website to act as an integrated platform 
for all project related information. Through the 
webpage, interested people could also subscribe to 
receive updates and information about the project. 
A vanity URL was also set up for this project – 
Toronto.ca/DonaldaParkFitness. 

 

Reached 
Data unavailable 

Community 
Mail Outs 

 

A flyer advertising the online survey and project 
webpage was delivered to 5350 addresses in the 
neighbourhood, around a 1km radius from Donalda 
Park. 
 

Reached 
~5350 

Park Signage 

 

Posters displaying information about the online 
survey were placed throughout Donalda Park.  

Reached  
15% of respondents 
found out about the 
survey through park 
signage.  

Social Media 
Ads (Paid 
and Organic) 

 

The online survey was promoted through the City of 
Toronto's Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts 
through paid and organic posts.  
View the Instagram post advertising the online 
survey. 

Reached 
~21,755  

 Total Reached Over 27,000 
 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CLFiUyHhljN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Figure 1 Social Media advertisements promoting the online survey. 

 

Key Highlights 
• The survey was viewed a total of 1600 times, and received a total of 359 survey 

responses, which included input from 758 individuals. 
o 180 survey submissions are within the M1S postal code. 
o 43 survey submissions were outside the M1S postal code. 
o 136 survey submissions did not provide a postal code. 

• The majority of survey respondents fell into the three age groups below: 
o 17% (or 128 individuals) aged 40 to 55 years old 
o 16% (or 118 individuals) aged 19 to 29 years old 
o 14% (or 104 individuals) aged 30 to 39 years old  

• 72% of survey respondents indicated they had fitness equipment users in their 
household. 

• The majority of respondents preferred Option 2 overall. 
o When asked “Which of the two outdoor fitness equipment concept options do you 

prefer?” 48% preferred Option 2, 38% preferred Option 1.  
o 15% of respondents chose “None of the above”.  
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Visiting Donalda Park 
Overall results 

• When asked how often respondents visit Donalda Park: 
o 45% of respondents said they visit less than once a week 
o 31% of respondents said they visit 3-5 times a week 
o 25% of respondents said they visit 1-2 times a week  

• When visiting the new park:  
o Slightly less than half of respondents would visit with a spouse or partner (48%) 
o Over a third would visit the park alone (41%) or with children (33%)  
o Less than a third would visit the park with friends (27%) or with pets (18%) 

Results by postal code1 

• Of survey respondents who live within the M1S postal code*: 
o 36% of respondents said they visit 3-5 times a week 
o 30% of respondents said they visit 1-2 times a week 
o 34% of respondents said they visit less than once a week 

• Of survey respondents who live outside the M1S postal code: 
o 55% of respondents said they visit less than once a week 
o 25% of respondents said they visit 3-5 times a week 
o 19% of respondents said they visit 1-2 times a week  

Fitness Concept Options – Detailed Feedback 
• When asked “Which of the two outdoor fitness equipment concept options do you 

prefer?”  
o 48% of survey respondents preferred Option 2  
o 38% of respondents preferred Option 1 
o 15% selected None of the Above 

• Of survey respondents who live within the M1S postal code: 
o 42% preferred Option 2 
o 40% preferred Option 1 
o 18% selected None of the Above 

• Of survey respondents who live outside the M1S postal code: 
o 54% preferred Option 2 
o 35% preferred Option 1 
o 11% selected None of the Above 

• Additional suggestions or comments on Option 1 included: 
o Respondents identified the layout, amount of green space, circular running track 

as key reasons for preferring Option 1 
o Respondents suggested that monkey bars and step benches be incorporated 

into Option 1  
• Additional suggestions or comments on Option 2 included: 

o Respondents identified the variety of fitness equipment, compact site layout, step 
benches, and monkey bars as key reasons for preferring Option 1  

 

 

                                                           
1 Providing a postal code was optional for survey respondents, and not all respondents chose to do so. 
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Additional Feedback (All Respondents) 

 
Additional comments or suggestions on the park or the fitness equipment included: 

• Respondents disliked, did not see a need, or value, in adding fitness equipment to 
Donalda Park (27) 

o (15) Respondents identified that preserving green space was a priority, and that 
the fitness improvements would take away from the park’s natural and quiet feel 

o (4) Respondents identified that they did not like the asphalt paths. 
o (2) Respondents identified that they had safety concerns related to the addition 

of these fitness improvements.  
o (1) Respondent suggested to relocate the fitness equipment to Havendale Park. 

 
• Suggestions to improve the proposed fitness equipment included: 

o Diversifying the proposed fitness equipment (23): 
 For example – adding a blend of step-ups, dedicated areas for plyometric 

exercises, stationery bicycles, air-walkers, stretching stations, elliptical, 
low-impact exercise equipment, lower-body exercise equipment, etc. 

o Mixing or blending the features in both Option 1 and Option 2 (16). 
o Making fitness equipment more senior-friendly (11). 
o Making fitness equipment more kid-friendly (11). 
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• Adding other park amenities and/or features to the proposed improvements 

coming to Donalda Park, such as: 
o Add basketball court to the park (6) 
o Add more benches or seating areas to the park (6) 
o Add a playground structure to the park (5) 
o Add lighting improvements (3) 
o Add climbing structures (e.g. rock walls) [3] 
o Add swings (2) 
o Add pollinator gardens or planting beds (2) 
o Add an Off-Leash Area (1) 
o Add skating rink (1) 
o Add tennis court (1) 
o Add shade structure (1) 
o Add space for roller-skaters or skateboard users (1) 
o Add public washrooms (1) 
o Add bocce court (1) 
o Add more trees (1) 

 

Additional feedback from respondents within M1S postal code 

 



9 

Additional feedback from respondents outside M1S postal code 
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Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary  
 

             

Overall Responses  

 

Respondents within park postal code (M1S). 
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Overall Responses  

 

Respondents who visit the park very often (3-5 times a week) and somewhat often (1-2 
times a week).  

 
Respondents within park postal code (M1S). 
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Overall Responses  
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Respondents who visit the park very often (3-5 times a week) and somewhat often (1-2 
times a week).  

 
Respondents within park postal code (M1S). 
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Demographics 
 

 

Total responses per age group include:  

• 65 respondents age 0 to 4 years old 
• 71 respondents age 5 to 12 years old 
• 55 respondents age 13 to 18 years old  
• 118 respondents age 19 to 29 years old 
• 111 respondents age 30 to 39 years old  
• 128 respondents age 40 to 55 years old  
• 93 respondents age 56 to 64 years old 
• 70 respondents age 65 to 74 years old 
• 47 respondents age 75 years old or above  
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Appendix B: Fitness Equipment Options   

There are two layout options for Donalda Park outdoor fitness equipment. All of the options 
feature an asphalt trail loop in the open lawn area of the park, and additional seating. 

Fitness Equipment Option 1 
 

 

Option 1 includes:  

• Organic shaped asphalt multi-use trail in the open lawn area of the park 
• Two separated outdoor fitness stations with Engineered Wood Fibre surface 
• Multiple seating along the path (e.g. benches) 
• Connection to trail in the woodlot 
• Fitness equipment including parallel bars, pull-up bars and push up bar 
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Note: Trees, planting bed, and memorial benches will be preserved. 

Fitness Equipment Option 2 
 

 

Option 2 includes: 

• Squared shaped asphalt multi-use trail in the open lawn area of the park 
• One large outdoor fitness station with Engineered Wood Fibre surface 
• Multiple seating along the path 
• Connection to trail in the woodlot 
• Fitness equipment including parallel bars, pull-up bars, step benches, monkey bars and 

push up bars 

Note: Trees, planting bed, and memorial benches will be preserved. 
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Appendix C: Text Responses  
 

When you visit Donalda Park, who do you go with? Please select all that apply.  
 

Respondents who selected "Other, please specify" and are within the park postal code 
(M1S). 

• Father 
• Just pass by the road, not go in to the park. 
• Siblings 
• Family 
• Parents 
• family members 
• Family 
• Family 
• Family 
• Family 
• parent/siblings 
• Family members 
• Family 

Respondents who selected "Other, please specify" and are outside the park postal code 
(M1S) 

• Never visited 
• I’ve never been 
• Parents 
• my mother 

Respondents who selected "Other, please specify" and did not provide a postal code.  

• I love watching the beautiful. Willow tree and the flower. Garden The forest breathtaking. 
• My adult daughter 
• Class and friends 
• Grandchild 
• My daughter Marina 

 

Do you have any other comments about the park or the fitness equipment option 
you selected?  
 
Respondents within the park postal code (M1S). 

• I think step benches should also be added to this option and then it is the perfect option. 
• Having fitness equipment that would be more useable by seniors would be nice. Having 

a basketball sports pad that would be useable by teens would be nice. 
• This is a great idea to create a workout zone for the community. I think there can be 

more equipment like the cargo net in the Riverdale East park 
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• Open grassy area is key to a park. Recent tree planting in the park seemed to 
discourage that. An asphalt track may do that too. Please maintain the edge of the forest 
that runs along Donalda. This used to be grass that was mowed and that looked great 
and prevented erosion. Now it is “natural” which means weeds and volunteer trees that 
gets harshly cut back once a year if we are lucky. Together with a maintained path (or 
paths) running through the forest (again, like we used to have) this will encourage park 
safety and increase its use. 

• I would like a climbing cargo net, which I seen at other parks. 
• I like the circular path in option one. It would make an ideal walking track. 
• Would prefer a loop like on #1 but with the amenities of option 2 this means that you 

have a safe isolated track for kids to learn how to rollerblade or bike not connected to the 
road. Please consider this adjustment. Or please add monkey bars to option 1. Option 2 
has the best assortment of equipment yet option 1 has the loop that I’m appealing for.  
Not sure if it would be possible but what about a flat multiball surface with a basketball 
net or for safe road hockey (bring our own nets). 

• I selected 1 because it appears to provide slightly more green space although I prefer 2 
areas for equipment. I’m not a big fan of asphalt in the park. 

• Please do not take away our precious green space. We do not need more paved walk 
ways (that take away our grass space) that will not be maintained in the winter. It is my 
understanding the grass area was once a pond and this is still evident with very soggy 
grounds in the spring. This will make maintaining an elaborate exercise circuit costly. In 
addition it is my understanding the area was donated and there are stipulations about 
how the space is to be used. Please, please, please do not pave over any part of the 
parkette--it is well used just as it is. 

• I like the shape of option 1, but wish it could incorporate the monkey bar feature. This 
would be mainly for kids, so they have something to do at the park as well (since the 
other bars are more for adult fitness). Ideally there is more than one monkey bar so kids 
can have multiple challenges. Also, I like the shape of option 1 as the circular loop could 
allow little kids (ie. toddlers) to ride their balance/starter bikes around while adults did 
fitness. I don't feel as safe with option 2 as they would have to ride on the road for part of 
the loop. I think the circular loop is better for anyone wanting to do walking as well. 

• Please don’t cut down any trees and keep it as green as possible :) 
• Lighting 
• It will be better if the equipment is elderly friendly and have security camera installed for 

safety. 
• I like the organic shape, but I am not particularly excited about fitness equipment. I wish 

there was something more inclusive than that. I am a mom and I go to the park with my 
toddler often, and neither I or him would use the fitness equipment. My aged parents 
won’t be able to use it either. The community has lots of senior population. I don’t see 
how fitness bars would enrich their lives. Whether as if it were structures more friendly to 
people with limited mobility (young children, seniors, disabled persons), I think this park 
would be really enriched by that. 

• A court for basketball or floor hockey would be good. 
• Please include more options for children. 
• The park is very nice and safe for the neighborhood, I don't want any new development 

on the park for the security reason. 
• Donalda park is a nice green field for the quiet neighborhoods, it’s not suitable for a 

active or sports place, also it’s not safe for the neighborhood. Please keep the park as is. 
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At the same times please add the camera for the park to protect the neighborhood. It will 
be very appreciated! 

• We are senoir living on The street of the park. It is a quiet neighborhood. For safety 
reason I oppose the plan. The street is very dark at night, If the Park can have camera to 
be set up that is what our wishes. 

• The asphalt from design 1 with the equipment of 2 (the steps are a must) minus the 
parallel bars. 

• More Smooth Concrete space for runners and skaters 
• Yes. Please include two sets of elipticals (similar to the ones at Thompson Park) 
• The trail shape and multiple fitness stations make option one much more appealing to 

me, although I wish the first option also included step benches and monkey bars. 
• This is a much need improvement especially with what is going on with COVID, we are 

super happy about this fitness equipment take place in our neighborhood 
• Option 1 has the possibility of varying the walking trail length circular and through the 

woods. The equipment could be useful since it will be so close by. 
• No 
• This is long overdue, but adding something for smaller children would be great since 

Havendale Park has a slide and swings but scares everyone with increased frequency of 
the Go Train and new construction to Havendale 

• Consider frisbee golf !! It will attract young people to the park 
• Please include more playground equipment with Option 1, like swings, slide, monkey 

bars etc. 
• The reason I chose option 2 is because it has more variety of equipment including steps 

and monkey bars. Also I like that it's one large fitness station and it's outside of the 
circuit not inside. It would be nice to see how the full circuit looks like in option 2 as it is 
cut off on the map. I do like option 1 circuit design. 

• I'm disappointed that all the exercise equipment is geared towards younger/fit people. 
Something like an elliptical or the type of equipment they have in Asia would be much 
more helpful. Especially since young people typically go to the gym for strength building 
anyway, while older adults and seniors more likely go for neighbourhood walks and need 
low impact exercise. 

• The park is very dark and secluded with entrance to an industrial road. The kids jungle 
gym is far away from residential road view and we never feel safe or comfortable for 
longer than 20 minutes. This park needs more than just work out equipment. 

• Washrooms/portapotties/sanitizer throughout the park would be appreciated too. 
• Critical Issues for Consideration - Summary of concerns: Destroying a community 

landmark of beauty and serenity - to be replaced with concrete and steel, a fitness gym 
for the few  it will tear out the soul of Donalda Park Agincourt - a wealthy, prosperous, 
middle-class community, predominately 50+ Residents are not likely use fitness 
equipment - they have home gyms, access to fitness gyms outside the home or in office 
environment Fitness equipment to benefit the few - the young The young also have 
access to fitness gyms at home, playgrounds, schools, sports arenas with superior 
equipment, supervision and safety Minimal use by current and future young - their mode 
of fitness exercise is and will be in participating remotely, on-line activities, Zoom, etc. 
Fitness gym in the park will not fulfill needs of the young - they need to be in established 
exercise programs Safety is a big factor - who will supervise the unsupervised Potential 
influx of young people - increase in drug use and crime may be an issue Cross Country 
Skiing - this annual activity will cease Environmental Study on impact to the forest, 
animal habitat, wild life, ECO system - was it done/findings? Class visits to study 
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Donalda Park will be discontinued - study of concrete and steel not fulfilling/interesting 
Use of park by handicapped/wheelchair residents - highly unlikely  they will source more 
interactive, fulfilling social venues No prior notices of project to homeowners - City of 
Toronto missed this crucial step  on the books since 2017? Not the appropriate site for a 
fitness gym or concrete paths Minimal use, unnecessary, unwanted project = a 
decimated park The green environment of Agincourt is being destroyed daily. Donalda 
Park should remain intact and pristine for future generations. We need all the green 
environment we have. We need its peace and quite. I feeds our soul. A pristine park, 
free from encumbrances is for everyone and every living thing in it. 

• I am wondering if there would be an option to also include something for children e.g. 
swings, or slides. That way, both adults and children can enjoy the space. 

• Donalda park, the wood area and the open space, is a rare gem in the city. Much prefer 
to keep the green in the area. 

• Peace makes this small beautiful natural area very charming and unique. This is like the 
countryside in the city. Everything has its purpose of existence. It is a good idea to 
preserve it as opposed to destroying it. It is not a bad idea to enhance / expand the 
planting bed, to add more trees and even to add a couple more benches beside it. 
ADDING FITNESS EQUIPMENT TO THIS PARK WOULD DESTROY THE NATURE 
AND SPIRIT OF IT. It would make more sense to add those equipment to the open 
spaces in or near schools or community centers. Please also imagine you are the 
residents in the wooden/green area, would you even propose this idea? 

• I like the fitness equipment in Option 2 because it appeals to more age groups, however 
I like the circular path available in option 1. The circular path would allow for children to 
ride tricycles or parents to push strollers or wheelchairs. Thank you for these designs! I 
feel this will allow more people from the wider community to enjoy this park 

• Keep the park as it is. You don’t need to make any changes for the families who live 
near the park. 

• Signage indicating distance would be great for walkers on the path 
• I like the layout of option 1 but I would like to see it with the equipment from option 2 ie 

include step benches and monkey bars 
• I like the layout of option 1 but would like it to add the bench steps and monkey bars to 

the mix of options. Also a shade structure would be nice with benches 
• We could also introduce few swings/slides/activity zone for kids. Since most of the 

residential houses around the area have kids. They can use this park. This will be good 
for the children as well as the adults. 

• - have more than one set of each - have walking machines or bicycle machines (like at 
Royal Thompson Park) 

• instead of a bunch of useless metal objects please consider putting in a much needed 
children's playground. We live directly in the community. 

• Option A looks like a good use of the space. Option B seems useless, what good is a U-
shaped track? Also, I would not know what to do with those 3 mysterious boxes unless 
someone told me they were step benches. And thanks for the survey, it's really cool that 
the city is asking for input. 

• Where did this need for a fitness trail come from? I had not heard of anyone stating a 
need for fitness equipment, in the past. I was the local Councillor until 2018. 

• Prefer quiet serenity for people to meet and play open field soccer and sports. Will ruin 
natural beauty of this space. Will increase congestion and traffic. 

• I like concept one loop design with option two equipment. 
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• Two sets of bars would suffice. Having a track is ideal. Maybe some sort of small 
covered area with bench. 

• Track could be bigger Something for sit-ups An area off the track for skipping and 
burpees Step up area or similar for plyometrics 

• I think either is a terrible idea. These sorts of things are not used in any way to justify 
them tripping up the free and open use of the space. 

• It would be nice to have a small, fenced, double-gated off leash dog area for dogs 
instead of fitness equipment. 

• I like the shape of the asphalt trail in Option 1 and the higher amount of fitness 
equipment in Option 2. If you could mix the asphalt trail shape and size with the amount 
of fitness equipment in Option 2 (but space the equipment out more like Option 1) I think 
that would be the best of both worlds! 

• I like the step benches of option 2, but the general layout of option 1. 
• I like the loop in concept one, but the equipment in concept two. 
• I think option 1 is a fantastic layout and just what the park needs, a proper path and 

exercise equipment. Especially with all the people walking and exercising in the area! 
• WE like option 2, (especially the monkey bars), but prefer the oval track. 
• We personally do not want to have a trail or fitness equipment. We love our park the way 

it is. 
• I don't know the time schedule for these proposed changes to the park but I feel there 

are other priorities the city should be addressing. I like the park the way it is. 
• I've seen in other countries a manual treadmill- it workout both arms and legs as well as 

balance. It goes as fast as the person can walk or pull on the equipment. 
• Thank you for this project. There are quite a lot of children in the area. I think a climbing 

area would be really helpful as well. 
• Please think about adding outdoor skating rink in our area. It’ll be great to add it at 

Metrogate park in village green square. Thank you! 
• Perhaps add a basketball hoop 
• please consider planting trees for shade around the sitting area as well as the fitness 

area. 
• The park is perfectly fine the way it is. The tress and natural nature of it is what makes it 

great. Don’t ruin it with fitness equipment. I visit this park all the time and would likely 
stop if this is added. 

• I think that adding this asphalt and fitness equipment will take away from the pleasant 
vibe of the park. It's nice to be able to spread out a blanket and sit under the willow tree - 
both of these options would place the trail/fitness equipment so close to the tree that 
sitting there would not be good for social distancing. At least option 2 keeps some of the 
lawn, but it's still taking away from sitting under the trees. I don't see why the park needs 
a path, and really the fitness area could be placed in proximity to the sidewalk so that it 
would not detract from the open nature of the park. If these 'improvements' are done my 
family and I will undoubtedly have to find another place to safely spend time during 
covid. As well, it seems like a bad time to have construction that could close a park when 
spending time outside is one of the only safe things people have to do during the 
pandemic. 

• Add other equipment for different muscle group like legs. This seems to only be cattering 
to upper body workouts. 

• no 
• We like the trail shape of option #1 and would use that a lot but we would use the step 

benches (option 2) much more than the parallel bars or the pull-up bars (option 1 & 2) 
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• A playground option would also be ideal with a jungle gym type structure 
• I do not want any changes made to the Donalda Park, we enjoy the open green space 

as well as the forest. This proposal of adding fitness equipment is definitely not 
something I am interested in. As mentioned, my family and I like the open space, we like 
to play catch and like to walk with out any obstacles in our way. 

• We, as a family, Do Not want any Fitness equipment, asphalt trail or anything else which 
will change the Natural beauty of the Donalda Park. PLEASE LEAVE ALL GREEN 
SPACE AS IS.  You can only add a few (1-2) benches to allow people to rest. I live very 
close to the park and there are all seniors on my street as well as nearby streets. 

• basketball court would be nice haha. 
• Prefer the park the way it is now. Many seniors take their dogs for walks and play in the 

park right now. 
• i live right across from the park and have talked with family members and neighbors. we 

all think this is a terrible idea and would be an absolute eyesore. part of the reason we 
love this location is because of the beautiful open greenspace. asphalt and metal would 
ruin it. the whole block (donalda/roker circuit) is basically a track already, and the 
neighborhood uses it as a walking track that doubles as time to spend talking to 
neighbors and checking in. please do NOT go through with this plan. if anything add 
something cute, small, and child friendly, or just a new bench and picnic table would be 
a very welcome addition! fitness track should go in havendale park so that families with 
small kids can have kids play while the exercise, and everything metal can be kept in 
one area instead of ruining such a beautiful greenspace like donalda park. 

• I picked two because there is less asphalt  I hope the forest pathway is preserved. 
• The par is a lovely quiet area where you can read or where children can play in the 

woods. Why are you seeking to ruin it with this ridiculous plan? 
• I live right near Donalda. I am also a very active teenager. I have some workout 

equipment at home, put it is not enough even with all of it. The equipment could easily 
help me improve with kalestenics. I just want to make sure that the park and forest are 
perceived as best as possible 

• How many residents do you think will be doing 'muscle ups', dips, and pull ups on the 
fitness equipment? 

• Overall I prefer option 1, but would extend the circuit further north to make better use of 
the available space. For fitness layout I prefer option 2, as it has more variety of 
equipment, and a more compact single site layout, which leaves room for a second site 
with children's equipment. Place receptacles at both access points, next to the road for 
ease of pickup. Extend the sidewalk from the NE corner to connect with the 
northernmost access path, or even continue it alongside the road as far as the woods. 
Add a couple of picnic tables, and possibly another garden at the northern end of the 
circuit. Do not change the woodlot as it provides a chance to enjoy unspoiled nature. 
There used to be trilliums and yellow violets but I haven't seen them recently. The grass 
area next to the woods tends to get very soggy, so a paved path with limestone 
connection to the woodland trail is a good idea. This pleasant but little known park is 
underused, so the proposal may encourage more people to visit it. 

• Yes. 1. I prefer option one over option two. People who like running or walking don't 
need to come out to the street. 2. Is it possible to make the trail longer? 3. Almost all the 
fitness equipment are bars. Can you make a change or add some other fitness 
equipment suitable for people at different age? 4. The two fitness stations are too close 
to each other. 5. Can you put some benches at south side as some people might like 
seating in quiet area. 
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• I believe the park should be kept in its most natural state. We need to retain our green 
spaces not reduce them, Make the park more accessible yes, but can we not make 
walkways that cater to seniors and those using walkers and wheelchairs instead of 
asphalt tracks that will only cater to cyclists and runners and where does that leave 
everybody else? As for the fitness equipment, that will only cater to teenagers and 
younger adults. How many seniors will use that gear? None. If young people want to use 
that type of gear they can join a fitness club or gym. The city is broke. Surely you can 
find better ways to spend our money in Scarborough like better public transit and fix the 
damn roads, 

• Basketball court 
• I think preserving the trees is the most important Seating is fine but I don't see the value 

of these types of exercise equipment 

Respondents outside the park postal code (M1S) 

• Fitness equipment installation should consider older adults living in the neighbourhood. 
Use examples from Thomson Park. 

• I’m sure once the construction is completed, you’ll have an accessible entrance at the 
curb. Incorporate a state of the art rope climbing activity for children 

• Can we ensure it's aesthetically pleasing. It can even have opportunities for a nice 
fountain or gardening landscape, not just steel bars everywhere. This park should also 
become wheelchair accessible. 

• Ladder climbing Rock wall climbing 
• I believe a circular track is ideal so people can measure their exercise in laps. 

Additionally have two separate areas for exercise will encourage more people to use 
them, since people are hesitant to approach a space if another group of people are 
already there. However I did enjoy the diversity of equipment in option 2. The step 
benches seem like a very good idea. I notice that much of the equipment is focused on 
arms. While that is practical, I would prefer to see more variety. Especially so that older 
people can make use of these spaces as well. Perhaps some sort of low impact 
equipment like a manual elliptical. I would also suggest a simple exercise bench which 
can be used in a variety of ways. In conclusion I would like to an option that allows for a 
circular path and a variety of exercise equipment so that this can be inclusive for all ages 
and abilities. 

• I would significantly diversify the fitness equipment, as well as make it more senior-
friendly. For example, air-walkers and stretching stations. The options currently 
displayed are quite limited and there is so much potential for a much more multi-use 
aspect! :) for example, a quick google search gave me this link that has cool options: 
https://www.playgroundcentre.com/the-best-equipment-for-senior-fitness/ 

• Trail is great for walking, hopefully there will be limited car traffic. Green space can be 
accessed easier with option 1 

• A variety of equipment such as those seen in Korean would be interestingas opposed to 
the standard bars we currently have at playgrounds and such. 

• Keep the equipment clean and sturdy and free of rust. Have more variety of workout 
gym if we want to be modern like many outdoor gyms we hear about around the world 
have suitable 

• Would love for fitness equipment to have step-ups or other means by which persons 
from 10-90 yrs old from say, 4 ft to 6 ft, can use it. 

• I Think that the fitness equipment is not as accessible for those who may not be able to 
use pull up bars or monkey bars. Maybe offer one of these styles of equipment and 
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others that can be used by all age groups such as seniors. Perhaps, some equipment 
like what is at Thompson park, lakeshore west beach area etc could be considered. 

• Area where the floor is padded for free style workouts and elliptical like machines like 
they have in Korea 

• I hate the thought of an asphalt path. The park has a natural beauty and I want it to stay 
that way without ugly artificial equipment. 

Respondents who and did not provide a postal code.  

• I like the idea of having exercise equipment but I don’t agree with putting this equipment 
in this park. I believe there are safety concerns with there being no sidewalk on that side 
of Donalda and I also feel it is too small a space. This is a park that is more useful as a 
peaceful untouched green space, somewhere to go to read a book. I believe it would be 
more suitable at Havendale park so that families can go together, children can play at 
the playground while adults engage in the exercise equipment. 

• Our neighbors and us love play. Bocci we usually. Go to Havendale basketball. Court if 
evaleble Great interest. For people spectators want to know about that game also 
wanted to try . We go daily in summer it’s. A great. Sport. For. Young and old wold be a 
great asset to our Donald community, a great  My. Phone number is 416 2910977 . 

• I think this would be a great asset to our community 
• Please make one in the Scarborough location too a fitness park that would be highly 

appreciated 
• Pull up rings 
• Excellent additions to such a beautiful park. 
• please make it more child friendly, add a slide or some play equipment. adults have 

access to gyms but children only have access to playscapes 
• Kids playground 
• No 
• I enjoy the 'openess' of the Site. 
• This needs a basketball court more than it needs a fitness equipment. This can help 

more than 10 ppl at a time to get fit from playing basketball. It’s great with cardio and 
team building which is alot better than kids staying home playing video games all day or 
doing something else stupid with their time like drugs/drinking or criminal activity. 
Toronto Raptors just won a championship in 2019 and it’s inspired so many more people 
to play basketball yet there’s barely anywhere to play because of you guys! Please make 
a more positive change and make better use of our money rather than using it on fitness 
equipment which barely anyone is going to use 

• Donalda Park is lovely the way it is at the moment. The fitness equipment will not suit 
this park. 

• I prefer the shape of option 1 but the equipment of option 2. 
• Great concepts. Perhaps you could plant more lilac trees and a butterfly bush. 
• Will go there more often if there's a fitness area! 
• Most of the visitors in this park are seniors from the neighbourhood. Don’t think they will 

use the fitness equipment. It’s better to Improve and beatify the existing garden 
• I think option one should have the step benches as well 
• No 
• I walk for fitness through my neighbourhood - have been doing so for years, not just 

during Covid. My husband and I are active seniors and need accessible open green 
natural places. Our active involved neighbourhood is mixed in age and in many lovely 
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ways.  Our children, our grandchildren need unencumbered places to run and play and 
as more younger neighbours work from home, green space, flowers, bushes, room to 
breathe in our urban jungle is becoming needed.  Yes, I would like a better path through 
the treed area, but much thought should be put into placing 'equipment'.  I have seen 
many such equipment become a redundant barrier. 

• I would prefer that u preserve the park and not add a fitness circuit to it. It’s a quiet park 
that we enjoy. No need for crowds 

• Like option two which allows more grass for playing for younger children 
• Would be nice if there were swings. 
• Would love to see some form of low-impact cardio equipment like elliptical, or bicycle. 
• Please do this project. Lots of seniors in the area that would love to have an active 

circular trail. Much needed. Thanks. 
• more exercise equipments are good options 
• we refer tennis courts 
• Why Can't we have the monkey bars and step benches in option 1? 
• I enjoy the pull up bars 
• AWESOME! Continue to build more of these outdoor areas with outdoor equipment. 

Terraview Willowfield. And Mondeo Park would be terrific! Thank you. Tax dollars well 
spent ! 

• I would prefer to keep this park with the wildness that is present and not introduce 
asphalt into this park. I particularly enjoy the trillums in the Spring that come up the 
woods. My daughter & I have seen a Red tail Hawk with its Kil in a tree in this park. This 
is to name a couple of sightings. This park is a a very special green space in this City of 
Toronto. I would like to know who is getting this contract? Why are you destroying this 
park gem? The school playground of Agincourt Public School & Agincourt High School 
are close. Each school has exercise facilities available to the public. 

• So sad that people can't see the benefit of exercising in the open air, in nature. Instead 
they want to relegate exercise to sweaty, expensive, overcrowded and unhealthy indoor 
gyms. Let's enjoy nature while exercising in it. 

• I love the outdoors, thank you for planning to install outdoor gym equipment. 
• Mix option one and two amenities 
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