
Cricket Strategy
Virtual Town Hall
Monday, October 26, 2020
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Agenda

Welcome, Meeting Goals, and Introductions

Cricket Strategy Presentation
• Background and Project Timeline

• Potential Location of New Cricket Pitches

• Draft Standards and Requirements

• Cricket Reference Group

Questions and Feedback

Next Steps

Adjourn at 8:30 pm 
thank 
you!
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Meeting Goals

• Introduce the Cricket Strategy 
• Project Timelines
• Draft Standards and Requirements
• Ideas for New Cricket Pitch Locations

• Hear from the Cricket Community
• Tutorial: How to use the Online Mapping Tool to share your feedback
• Q&A : Ask the project team your questions and share your comments
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Opening Remarks:
Janie Romoff
General Manager, Parks, Forestry & Recreation
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Introductions – City Staff 

Parks 
Forestry 

& 
Recreation 

Staff

Project Team 
Matt Bentley - Facilities Master Plan Project Manager
Susan Fall - Supervisor Systems Planning
Joshua Murray - Policy Development Officer
Alexandra Lavasidis - Consultation Coordinator
Rajesh Sankat - Consultation Coordinator

Observers
Cathy Hargreaves - Manager Client Services 
Cathy Vincelli - Manager, Community Recreation
Daniel Fusca - Manager, Public Consultation
Geoffery Gillard - Manager, Policy Development & Service Planning
Howie Dayton - Director, Community Recreation
Michael O’Neill - Urban Fellow
Pamela Ferrante - Supervisor, Client Support
Paul Farish - Manager Planning, Park Development & Capital Projects
Peter White - Manager, Parks
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The Cricket Strategy
Background & Project Timeline
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• Implementation Strategy adopted by City Council in 2019
• Toronto-wide plan for new and enhanced recreation facilities 

to meet the needs of our changing city over 20 years
• Identified significant and growing participation in cricket
• Currently there are 27 stand alone and shared cricket pitches

Parks & Recreation Facilities Master Plan 2019-2038
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Cricket in the NewsCricket in the News



9*2018 Council MM43.21

City Council direct the General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation to establish a Cricket 
Reference Group with membership inclusive of community cricket organizations and City 
staff, with the work plan focused on building organizational capacity, and increasing 
access to community cricket programs and facilities*. 

Cricket 
Reference 

Group

To upgrade 10% of all existing cricket pitches within the next 20 years 
(approximately 3 pitches) to increase usage potential. These upgrades, such as 
converting fields to higher classes through improvements to field quality and 
supporting amenities, will enhance capacity.

Improve 
Existing 
Pitches 

Provide access to up to 5 new cricket pitches within the next 20 years. New pitches should be 
regulation size and may be shared with other uses (e.g., across two full size soccer fields). A 
variety of strategies such as partnerships with large landholders (e.g., schools, industrial areas, 
etc.), land acquisition and/or park redevelopment may be required to achieve this goal.

New 
Pitches

Council Directions Structures the Cricket Strategy
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Timeline*

Research, including: 
• Background Review and 

Analysis
• Cricket Needs 

Assessment

April – August 2020

Identify and prioritize sites 
for improvement or 
expansion.

Design guidelines and 
standards for pitch 
classifications.

September - December 2020

Finalize the Strategy and 
report to City Council.

January - March 2020

Taking Stock Identify Opportunities & 
Establish Guidelines Finalize the Strategy

*Timeline is subject to change.

WE 
ARE 

HERE



11

Cricket Stakeholder Conversations 

Bangladeshi Canadian Cricket Association 
Brampton-Etobicoke and District Cricket League  
Canadian College Cricket 
Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA 
Cricket Ontario 
Go Green Youth Centre 
Ontario Masters Softball Cricket Clubs
Scarborough Cricket Association 
Toronto & District Cricket Association 
Toronto Police Cricket Club 
Toronto Sports Council

Cricket 
Stakeholders
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Potential Locations for 
5 New Cricket Pitches
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Existing Cricket Pitches
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Suggestions for New Pitches
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Next Steps: New Pitch Locations
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Design Standards and 
Requirements
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Current Field Classifications
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Classification Does Not Currently Reflect Field Size

Ashtonbee Hydro Corridor (C) 

Dentonia Park (C)

Approximately 100 m diameter

Approximately 70 m diameter
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Practice Pitches

Wexford Hydro FieldSunnybrook Park
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Stakeholder Working Group Feedback

Maintenance 
of pitch & 
field on all 

classifications 
is important

Competitive 
play occurs 
on all fields 

so they need 
to be safe

Practice 
pitches 

encourage 
youth skill 

development

Maximize 
field size for 

more 
competitive 
adult play

Competing 
demand with 
soccer makes 
shared fields 
challenging

Pitch size 
and surface 
materials are 
important to 

quality of 
play

New youth 
size fields 
would ease 
demand on 

existing adult 
fields
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Next Steps: Improving Existing Pitches
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Cricket Reference Group
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Cricket Reference Group (CRG)

• A group of cricket organisation representatives have met twice over the past 
few months to help inform the development of the Cricket Strategy so far. 

• The City is now forming a formal Cricket Reference Group (CRG) 
to build on this work. 

• The Cricket Reference Group will include representatives from cricket 
organisations from across the City.
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Role of the CRG: Growing the Sport

Advise and 
provide player 

insight

Advise on 
potential 

partnerships 
and fundraising 
opportunities

Advise on 
opportunities 
and priorities 

for new cricket 
fields

Support the 
growth of 

cricket through 
programming 

and 
partnerships

Help engage 
the cricketing 
community 

directly through 
the sharing of 
information
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Next Steps: Cricket Reference Group (CRG) 
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Your Questions & Feedback
(Polling time!)
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Interactive Mapping Tool 
Tutorial
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Interactive Mapping Tool

Go to: www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy
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Interactive Mapping Tool www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy
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Interactive Mapping Tool www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy
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Interactive Mapping Tool www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy
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Interactive Mapping Tool www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy
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Q&A



34

Questions and Comments

• Do you have any questions for the project team?

• Do you have comments or suggestions on:

• Growing the sport

• New pitches

• Improve existing pitches

• The Cricket Reference Group

Email any additional comments to Joshua.Murray@toronto.ca by November 9

Please share 
location-specific 

feedback through the 
online mapping tool at

toronto.ca/CricketStrategy



Next Steps

Visit the Cricket Strategy Webpage at
www.toronto.ca/CricketStrategy to:

• Share your feedback through the online 
mapping tool by November 2

• Cricket organisation representatives can 
express interest in joining the Cricket 
Reference Group by November 9

• Sign up for e-updates
• Access this presentation and a meeting 

summary when available

Email any additional comments to 
Joshua.Murray@toronto.ca by 

November 9
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