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Project Background  
Byng Park Playground is located at 299 Pharmacy Ave., at the southwest corner of the park. 
 
The playground currently includes: 

 Two swing sets, each include: 
o One with four  swings for ages two to five 
o One with four belt swings for ages five and up 

 A two-seater animal see-saw 

 A car play structure with seating and a steering wheel 

 A large play structure with: 
o A red double slide 
o A larger straight slide 
o A spiral slide 
o A red bridge 
o A spiral climbing structure 
o A yellow climbing structure 
o A stair structure 
o A climbing structure with rope 

 A large play structure with: 
o A bridge 
o A small red crawl tunnel 
o A large red double slide 
o A red single slide 
o Three climbing frames 
o Two sets of stairs 

 Sand under all play areas 
 
The playground will be redesigned using feedback from the community. The redesigned 
playground is proposed to include: 

 New playground equipment for ages two to twelve 

 Accessible play equipment and an accessible pathway connecting to the playground 
area. This means that people of all abilities will be able to play at this playground 

 Woodchip playground surfacing 
 
Improvements will only be made in the general playground area. This will not include any new 
water or lighting features, or improvements to other areas of the park. 

Survey Objectives  
An online survey was available from June 28 to July 11, 2021. The survey asked the community 
for feedback on multiple design elements.  
 
The survey received a total of 137 responses. Some surveys included feedback from multiple 
people (e.g. entire households). In total 348 people participated in the survey responses 
collected.  
 
The survey feedback collected will help designers develop design options for the new 
playground.  
 



Notification  
The online survey was promoted through the following channels: 

 Facebook and Instagram advertisements targeting area residents 

 Promotions through the local Councillor's Office 

 Project webpage: www.toronto.ca/ByngPlayground 

 On-site signage 

 

Key Feedback Highlights 
 

 The five playground features respondents like most about the current playground are:  
 

o Spiral/wavy slide (78%) 
o Belt swings (68%) 
o Toddler swings (62%) 
o Monkey bars (49%) 
o Climbing frames (46%) 

 

 The five playground features respondents dislike most about the current playground 
are:  
 

o Animal see-saw (40%) 
o Car play structure (36%) 
o Monkey bars (36%) 
o Climbing frames (16%)  
o Other features (15%), such as the sand surface, the old equipment, and the lack 

of variety.  
 

 The five playground features respondents like to see more of in the new playground 
are:  
 

o Group swings (51%)  
o Climbing features (50%)  
o Playground musical instruments (46%)  
o Play panels (41%)  
o Accessible spinner (40%) 

 

 The majority of survey respondents preferred bright colours like yellow, orange, and 
purple (70%)  

o 30% of survey respondents preferred earthy colours like green, brown and grey.  
 

 The majority of survey respondents did not have any additional comments or 
suggestions (64%)  

o 36% of survey respondents provided additional comments and/or suggestions. 
Top comments and suggestions are listed below (the number of respondents 
sharing this sentiment are included in parentheses): 
o Respondents suggested adding the following features to the playground 

improvement:  
 

http://www.toronto.ca/ByngPlayground


 Splash pad (8 respondents)  
 Seating with shade (2 respondents)  
 Water park (2 respondents) 

Water features (2 respondents)  
 Shade structures (2 respondents)  
 Sand pit area (1 respondent) 
 Fitness area (1 respondent) 
 Canopies for shade (1 respondent)  
 Trees for shade (1 respondent)  
 Calisthenics gym (1 respondent)  
 More climbing structures (1 respondent)  
 Covered picnic tables (1 respondent)  
 Water stations to drink water and refill water bottles (1 respondent)  
 Spray pad (1 respondent)  
 Benches around play areas (1 respondent)  
 Spinning wheel (1 respondent)  
 Picnic tables (1 respondent)  
 Higher slides (1 respondent)  
 Sand box (1 respondent)  
 Fence if moving the play area near a parking lot (1 respondent)  

 
o Comments/suggestions about the playground surface: 

 
 Use rubber for playground surface (10 respondents)  
 Replace the sand surface (8 respondents)  
 Use wood chips for playground surface (5 respondents)  
 Do not use wood chips for playground surface (1 respondent) 
 Do not use gravel for playground surface (1 respondent)  
 Use sand for playground surface (1 respondent)  
 Ensure the playground surface is from manmade material (1 

respondent)  
 

o Other suggestions:  
 

 Include a play structure for younger kids (1 respondents)  
 Don’t remove but relocate the bocce court due to safety concerns (1 

respondent)  
 Offer new experiences that would make the park different and 

inclusive (1 respondent)  
 Improve sand quality (1 respondent)  
 Utilize new unique theme and structure (1 respondent)  
 Re-level the playground for better drainage (1 respondent)  
 Ensure all equipment are inclusive (1 respondent)  
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Demographics  
 

 
 
Total responses per age group include:  



 

 81 respondents age 0 to 4 years old 

 68 respondents age 5 to 12 years old 

 23 respondents age 13 to 18 years old 

 21 respondents age 19 to 29 years old 

 77 respondents age 30 to 39 years old  

 52 respondents age 40 to 55 years old  

 10 respondents age 56 to 64 years old 

 11 respondents age 65 to 74 years old 

 5 respondents age 75 years old or above  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Appendix B: Future of the Playground 

The aging playground equipment will be replaced to ensure safe, accessible play for 
neighbourhood residents for decades to come. 

Since the playground equipment is being replaced, the City is also proposing to relocate the 
playground from its current location (A), to the new location (B), shown below. 

Relocating the playground equipment to the proposed location is beneficial because it will: 

 Create a safer environment for playground users by locating the playground in a more 
visible location 

 Be in a more accessible location for playground users  

 Repurpose the underutilized bocce courts= 

 Resolve drainage and puddling issues by relocating the playground to a more suitable 
location in the park 

 Be located adjacent to the parking area where more neighbourhood members will be 
able to use the park 

*Please note that location (B) is only an approximate estimated location for the future 
playground. A more detailed layout will be shared in a future survey. 

 

 
 



Appendix C: Text Responses 

 

What features do you like the most in about the current playground? You can pick up to 5 
features.  
Respondents who selected "Other (list)” (3 responses) 
 

 Climbing apparatus's,the higher and more challenging the better 
 Need everything new 
 Location - close to Oakridge school so sn easy walk with the kids 

 

Is there anything you don’t like about the current playground? Select any features you don’t like 
Respondents who selected "Other (list)” (20 responses) 
 

 Lots of garbage on ground here 

 Kids want to climb and swing. See saw's are old thinking 

 Lack of nature. Playground is near a nature preserve but it feels totally separate. would 
be great to have more natural/ environmental elements. 

 No I like everything 

 Located is too close to the apartment buildings 

 Theres nothing i dont like. Should be a box to tick for that 

 I like everything 

 The SAND!!! 

 None 

 The sand 

 The sand 

 Sand 

 Nothing 

 Sand 

 Nothing really 

 Nothing 

 I like the whole idea 

 The car play structure could be inclusive but currently there is a bar to step over. 

 Needs more variety 

 Equipment is older 
 

Is there anything you would like to see more of in the new playground? You can select up to 5 
features.  
Respondents who selected "Other (list)” (11 responses) 
 

 Zipline 

 Calisthenics dip bars 

 Splash pad 

 Kids want to climb and swing. Make climbing higher and more challenging. 

 Zip line /standing rope zip line 

 Zip line 

 Zip line like the playground in Richmond hill and Oshawa 

 Lower monkey bars for younger kids 

 Splash pad 



 Spray pad 

 Swings with flat seats. Belt swings are uncomforable. 
 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the playground improvements?  
Respondents who selected "Yes (list)” (46 responses) 
 

 Ensure some shade / sun coverage with either trees or canopies 

 Spinning wheels like steering wheel are popular with my toddler 

 New unique theme and structure 

 the spongy tar ground cover 

 it would be nice to add picnic tables and sheds. 

 Splash pad plz 

 Water park 

 Would love to see a Calisthenics gym 

 Water features and no sand !!! 

 Safety should come first! Bocce courts should be relocated and not removed. New 
modern design with padded ground. Sprinklers/splash pad would be nice for summer. L 

 Make climbing structures. Climbing dome (with rope) are lots of fun for kids to climb up 
and around. 

 Inclusive and different from other parks in the area- offer new experience - new gross 
motor activities 

 Include splash pad 

 There is a massive need for covered picnic areas/shade structures. Very little shade is 
available due to the location of the new playground. 

 I've seen on newer playgrounds that the ground is made of some manmade material 
looks like from renewable sources and is a bit spongy. This would be better than sand 
etc 

 Wood chips please no sand 

 Fitness area for teens and adults like the one near Downsview Park in the Stanley 
Green Skate Park. It's great if you want to watch your kid, give them their space but also 
work out and be active too in the same area.. 

 Would love to see rubber surfacing like the Jumpstart playground at Earl Bales! 

 Rubber cushions ground 

 Rubber ground instead of sand or wood chips - separate sand pit area 

 Splash pad 

 Some type of water feature would be nice, like a sprinkler tunnel or pop up sprayers 

 We always appreciate a play structure designed for very small children 

 Needs the foam/spongy ground 

 Shade! 

 rubber or wood chip surface 

 Keep out the drunks 

 A shaded seating area and the recycled tire, rubber mat for the ground cover. Not sand 
please! 

 Need splash pad , no sand . Sand goes inside kids eyes 

 A splash pad would be nice for the hot months! There isn’t one nearby. 

 Wood chips or rubber surface instead of sand 

 Water park features 

 Sand or wood chips, or soft surface instead of gravel 



 To provide park benches around the play area perimeter for parents, grandparents to sit 
close by. 

 This is so exciting, thank you! Love the new location! 

 Improve sand quality 

 Splash pad 

 Needs a spray pad. Like the one on Trudelle Avenue 

 Water for drinking or filling up water bottles. Seats with shade for parents and 
caregivers. 

 The accessible spinner is very needed in Toronto! There are so few playground options 
for people with disabilities but especially for families where the parent has a disability. 
Equipment that is inclusive would allow the parent to participate as well, 

 Can they change the sand. Use foam or wood chip instead 

 Just re-levelling for better drainage 

 A fence if it will be by a parking lot so you don’t need to worry about kids and cars 

 a splash pad a tether ball 

 Sand boxes. 

 Higher slides 


