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COVID-19 and a Safer Return 
to Post-Secondary Campus
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The City of Toronto acknowledges that we are on the traditional 
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat
peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis peoples. The City also acknowledges that Toronto is covered by 
Treaty 13 signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit, and the 
Williams Treaties signed with multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa 
bands.
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Land Acknowledgement

Link to City of Toronto Land Acknowledgment web page

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-human-rights/indigenous-affairs-office/land-acknowledgement/


To build local capacity to promote COVID-19 immunization and 
increase vaccine confidence, address issues regarding vaccination 
policy, and provide information about a safer environment for 
students, staff, and faculty in the fall.
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Objective



• Masks

• Physical Distancing 

• Cleaning and Disinfection

• HVAC

• Screening Tool 

• Rapid Antigen Testing

• International Students

• Dormitories/Residences

• Reporting Cases

• Close Contacts

• Vaccination

• Questions
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Agenda



The use of face masks and coverings is 
required in all indoor public spaces, under a 
City of Toronto bylaw and O. Reg. 364/20

Post signs in visible areas on the proper use 
of masks and how to safely put on and take 
off a mask
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Masks

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-reduce-virus-spread/?accordion=face-masks-coverings
https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/bylaws/2020/law0541.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200364
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-reduce-virus-spread/?accordion=face-masks-coverings
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/8fdf-How-to-Safely-Wear-a-Cloth-or-Face-Covering-Banner.pdf


• All in-person instruction and on-campus 
activities at PSE institutions are planned to 
resume without physical distancing 
requirements or capacity limits. Masks and face 
coverings are still required for indoor settings

• General physical distancing, where possible, is 
still encouraged (e.g. elevators, entrances/exits, 
etc.)
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Physical Distancing
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Physical Distancing

 Designate and clearly mark specific, separate 

entrances and exits, and only permit entry 

and exit through these doors

 Develop and post clear traffic flow signs to 

minimize unnecessary interactions

 Limit/discourage large gatherings/assemblies. 

Consider virtual or outdoor options

 Install structural barriers and cordon off areas 

to restrict access to closed areas
Image from: iStock Photo

https://ncceh.ca/content/blog/physical-barriers-covid-19-infection-prevention-and-control-commercial-settings


Consider frequent cleaning and disinfecting of high-touch surfaces and shared 
objects at least twice a day and when visibly dirty

Educate and train facility staff on how to use cleaning agents and disinfectants, 
and ensure: 

oRequired disinfectant contact times are followed 

oUse of safety precautions and required PPE 

oDirections for where and how to securely store cleaning and disinfectant 
supplies
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Cleaning and Disinfection



• Consult an HVAC specialist to determine if the HVAC 
system is suitable for the type of setting, type of activity, 
number of occupants, and the length of time the space is 
occupied 

• Increase the introduction and circulation of outdoor air by 
maximizing the outdoor air ratio of the HVAC system 
settings, or by opening windows and doors, where possible

• If using portable air purifiers/cleaners equipped with a 
HEPA filter, follow the manufacturer’s directions to decide 
where best to place the device. 

• Portable air cleaners are not a substitute for proper 
ventilation and other preventive measures
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Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning



• All staff, students, & visitors should 

complete a COVID-19 screening 

questionnaire before coming on campus 

every day, and should stay home if they 

answer YES to any of the questions 

• Post signs in visible areas which clearly 

explains the screening process and the 

rules and conditions for entry

• Active screening is preferred, if possible
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Screening Tool



• Individuals who received a COVID-19 
vaccination in the last 48 hours and are 
experiencing mild headache, fatigue, muscle 
ache and/or joint pain may be permitted to 
enter the school/workplace if:

oThey are not experiencing any other 
symptoms and pass all other screening 
questions, and 

oThey wear a surgical/procedure mask

• Individuals who are fully vaccinated can 
select "No" for some questions
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Screening Tool Changes



• If rapid testing is used, it should only be performed as a second 
screening step for individuals who have passed the health 
screening questionnaire

• Rapid testing should not be used to diagnose COVID-19 for a 
person who has symptoms or who has been exposed to a 
person with COVID-19

• A person with a positive result from a rapid test must seek 
laboratory-based PCR testing within 24 hours. They must 
isolate while waiting for their confirmatory test result

• Rapid testing does not replace other public health measures 
such as physical distancing and masking, even if a person tests 
negative
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Rapid Antigen Testing



• Notify all travellers returning from outside Canada about 
the mandatory quarantine or isolation order, and 
encourage students to review the COVID-19: Travel 
Advice web page 

• Fully vaccinated travellers may be eligible for exemptions 
if they meet specific conditions. Please visit COVID-19 
vaccinated travellers entering Canada for more 
information

• International students can submit their COVID-19 
immunization records for out of Ontario vaccination using 
Toronto Public Health’s online portal
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International Students

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/isolation
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-what-you-should-do/covid-19-travelled-recently/
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada
https://s.tphsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=235248&h=0A2F6AC61835740&l=en


• Impose restrictions on living arrangements based on 
physical distancing, as well as for washrooms and 
common living spaces such as kitchenettes

• Set aside designated dormitories/private rooms to 
isolate and quarantine COVID-19 positive students 
or students with COVID-19 symptoms

• Support students who are quarantined or self-
isolating:

• Ensure policies, procedures, and programming are in place 
to allow for continued delivery of services and supports 
and/or learning and provide support and re-assurance

• Ensure self-isolating students can receive deliveries of 
essential goods, like medications and groceries/meals, at 
their unit door so they can avoid non-essential trips outside 

• Ensure students are treated with respect, fairness and 
compassion with a focus on dignity and privacy protection
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Dormitories/Residences
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Reporting Cases
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Reporting Cases: Dormitories/Residence



• Students/staff/visitors who have been in close contact with a person with 
COVID-19 must self-isolate and get tested.

• Individuals who are not fully vaccinated must self-isolate for at least 10 days 
from the last day they had close contact with the positive case.

• Fully vaccinated close contacts may not be required to self-isolate if they:
• have no symptoms related to COVID-19;

• are not immunocompromised;

• are not a resident at a long-term care or retirement home;

• are not a hospital inpatient; and

• have not been otherwise instructed to self-isolate for 10 days by TPH

• fully vaccinated individuals should still monitor for symptoms of COVID-19
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Close Contacts

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-what-you-should-do/covid-19-have-symptoms-or-been-exposed/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-what-you-should-do/covid-19-have-symptoms-or-been-exposed/covid-19-assessment-centres/


• Encourage staff and students who are 12 years of age and older 
to get vaccinated with the COVID-19 vaccine. Read and share 
information about the vaccine and where to get vaccinated

• Develop policy measures to optimize vaccination coverage rates 
of students and staff in post-secondary institution campuses and 
in congregate student-living settings

• Post signs and share COVID-19 vaccine resources, available in 
multiple languages

• For additional resources to assist with improving vaccination 
rates, refer to our COVID-19: Vaccine Information for Post-
Secondary Institutions and Vaccine Information for Employers
webpages
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Encouraging Vaccination

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/8e2f-Letter-to-postsecondary-institutionvaccine-coverage-June-62021.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-how-to-get-vaccinated/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-how-to-get-vaccinated/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-post-secondary-schools/covid-19-vaccine-information-for-post-secondary-institutions/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-employers-workplaces-businesses/covid-19-vaccine-information-for-employers/
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MOH Letter of Support 
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COVID-19: Vaccine Information for Post-
Secondary Institutions

NOTE: The Province is 

developing guidance 

and vaccination 

requirements for PSE 

institutions. PSE 

institutions must comply 

with provincial 

requirements and 

guidance.



A vaccination policy is an important measure post-secondary institutions 
can implement to protect their community and help reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission

Key Components in a Vaccination Policy
1. Identify the scope and purpose
2. List action steps staff and students must take
3. Set deadlines for when actions must be taken
4. List available supports for vaccination
5. Provisions for unvaccinated staff and students
6. Non-Compliance
7. Privacy Considerations
8. Staff Contact
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Establishing a Vaccination Policy



Four vaccines are currently approved by Health 
Canada: 

o Pfizer-BioNTech

o Moderna

o AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD 

o Janssen (Johnson & Johnson)

The Government of Ontario also recognizes doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines included in the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Emergency Use Listing as valid 
in Ontario including:

o Sinopharm/Beijing Bio-Institute of Biological Products

o Sinovac vaccines.
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Approved Vaccines

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/sites/default/files/documents/Status_COVID_VAX_15July2021.pdf


Postsecondary institutions must comply with the Personal Health Information 
Protection Act (PHIPA) when collecting personal health information from staff 
and/or students including proof of vaccination
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Collecting Private Health Information (PHI)

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/04p03


Medical Exemptions
• Documentation should be signed by a physician or 

nurse practitioner, state that the individual cannot be 
vaccinated against COVID-19, and identify the time 
duration of this exemption

• The Province and the Ontario Medical Association 
(OMA) are compiling a list of acceptable and 
specific medical exemptions which will become 
available soon 

Ontario Human Rights Code
• Legal consultation is recommended for any 

institutions seeking to establish an exemption policy 
in accordance with the Ontario Human Rights Code
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Vaccine Exemptions



• Individuals looking to get immunized can visit the City of 
Toronto COVID-19: How to Get Vaccinated website for 
more information including on vaccine eligibility, how to 
book access their vaccine, and more

• Institutions seeking to partner with Toronto Public Health 
for onsite COVID-19 immunization clinics in their 
residences and on-campus can contact Toronto Public 
Health for more information. Please 
email CSTVaccines@toronto.ca to connect
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Vaccination Clinics on Campus

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-how-to-get-vaccinated/
mailto:CSTVaccines@toronto.ca


• Approved COVID-19 Vaccines (Health Canada)

• COVID-19 and Ontario’s Human Rights Code – Questions and Answers (Ontario Human Rights 
Commission)

• COVID-19 Guidance for Individuals Vaccinated outside of Ontario/Canada (Ministry of Health)

• COVID-19 Vaccine Information Sheet (Ministry of Health)

• COVID-19: Vaccine Clinic Locations (Toronto Public Health)

• COVID-19: Vaccine Resources (City of Toronto)

• COVID-19: Vaccines (City of Toronto)

• Evidence Brief: Risk of COVID-19 Transmission from Vaccinated Cases (Public Health Ontario)
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Vaccination Resources

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines.html
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/news_centre/covid-19-and-ontario%E2%80%99s-human-rights-code-%E2%80%93-questions-and-answers
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_sheet.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-how-to-get-vaccinated/covid-19-future-city-operated-immunization-clinics/#location=&lat=&lng=
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-resources/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-how-to-get-vaccinated/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/phm/2021/06/covid-19-transmission-vaccinated-cases.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_sheet.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_sheet.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_sheet.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_sheet.pdf


• Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccination plan (Government of Ontario)

• Q&A for Health Care Providers on Mixed COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine Schedules (Ministry of 

Health)

• Recommendations on the use of COVID-19 Vaccines (National Advisory Committee on 

Immunization)

• Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process (World Health 

Organization)

• Vaccines for COVID-19 (Public Health Agency of Canada)

• What being vaccinated against COVID-19 means for me (Poster) (Public Health Agency of 

Canada)
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Vaccination Resources

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/ontarios-covid-19-vaccination-plan
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_QA_mixed_schedules.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines-en.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html?utm_campaign=hc-sc-covidvaccine-21-22&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=ggl&utm_content=ad-text-en&utm_term=covid vaccine&adv=2122-89750&id_campaign=12876015044&id_source=121197814693&id_content=517692136301&gclid=Cj0KCQjwub-HBhCyARIsAPctr7xQlily0M71GyVGHhJmm_5L3psTjKjRRI4QaMdYWGvGzfs7Cwg4_n4aAmIWEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/awareness-resources/vaccinated-against-covid-19-public-health-measures.html
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_QA_mixed_schedules.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_QA_mixed_schedules.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines-en.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines-en.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process
https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/status-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html?utm_campaign=hc-sc-covidvaccine-21-22&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=ggl&utm_content=ad-text-en&utm_term=covid vaccine&adv=2122-89750&id_campaign=12876015044&id_source=121197814693&id_content=517692136301&gclid=Cj0KCQjwub-HBhCyARIsAPctr7xQlily0M71GyVGHhJmm_5L3psTjKjRRI4QaMdYWGvGzfs7Cwg4_n4aAmIWEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html?utm_campaign=hc-sc-covidvaccine-21-22&utm_medium=sem&utm_source=ggl&utm_content=ad-text-en&utm_term=covid vaccine&adv=2122-89750&id_campaign=12876015044&id_source=121197814693&id_content=517692136301&gclid=Cj0KCQjwub-HBhCyARIsAPctr7xQlily0M71GyVGHhJmm_5L3psTjKjRRI4QaMdYWGvGzfs7Cwg4_n4aAmIWEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/awareness-resources/vaccinated-against-covid-19-public-health-measures.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/awareness-resources/vaccinated-against-covid-19-public-health-measures.html
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Questions
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Thank You

Image from: Wikimedia Commons

Thank you for working to keep schools safe


