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Yonge Street is the central transportation corridor and pedestrian promenade within North York Centre, one of
four centres in the City focused on transit-based employment and residential growth. Inconsistent urban
features, from sidewalks, crossings, and medians, to the lack of dedicated cycling facilities present challenges.
The City of Toronto is carrying out a study that will evaluate opportunities to improve the streetscape and
public realm along Yonge Street from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue.

We invite you to attend a Public Open House to learn about the City’s study, the work completed to date, and
the next steps in this process.

Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2016

(Please note that an earlier version of this notice stated Monday, May 25, 2016 in error.
The City apologizes for any confusion this may have caused.) (

Time: Drop in anytime from 5:00pm —8:00pm
Place: North York Memorial Hall
5110 Yonge Street (onelevel below the North York Central Library)

What is being considered?

A number of opportunities will be considered, including:

Adding street trees, lighting, ~ Adding bike lanes or cycle  The future of the landscaped ~ Enhancing sidewalks and
and street furniture tracks on Yonge Street median boulevard widths

e

Integrating adjacent parks Improving pedestrian Re-configuring right-of-way Improving safety for all users
and public open spaces crossing facilities and traffic lanes
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What are the options?

The following options are currently being considered:
1 Do Nothing
2 Enhance: Focus on improving the streetscape

3 Modify: Minor reconstruction
Bike lanes
Pedestrian improvements, including widening sidewalks and enhancing crossings

4 Transform: Major reconstruction
Cycle tracks
Pedestrian improvements, including widening sidewalks and enhancing crossings

Options 2, 3, and 4 will all include enhancements to urban design (such as benches, lighting, and public art)
and enhanced connections to public spaces (such as Mel Lastman Square and nearby parks).

What is an environmental assessment?

The study is being carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act and
will provide opportunities for public input at key stages. An environmental assessment is a planning and
decision-making process that is used to assess changes to public infrastructure.

Evaluate solutions,
select preferred Complete final
economic solution(s) and Evaluate design(s) report (30 day
A develop . . .
environment " . develop design review period)
", evaluation criteria -
conditions options

Research natural,

cultural, and socio- Identify alternative

solution(s) and

Identify Problem

or Opportunty

We are here. Opportunity for
Opportunity for public input public input

We would like to hear from you:

If you have questions, please contact us. If you are unable to attend the public open house, you will be able to
view the materials online, fill out a comment form, and submit feedback until June 8, 2016.

A8 GG 311 Lkl SaS calsd 2 Gl

TTOIE = 30| ERHAIH, 311 H2 2 M AL,

Participate in a brief survey. Visit the project web page at toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge.

Sr. Public Consultation

) Kate Nelischer, knelischer@toronto.ca, 416-392-4360
Coordinator

416-338-0889

TTY Hearing Impaired Service _
(7 Days a week, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, closed holidays)

General inquiries 311
Website toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.
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REimagining Yonge (Sheppard to Finch) EA Study
Public Open House 1 Summary

Prepared by Kate Nelischer
Sr. Public Consultation Coordinator
City of Toronto

June, 2016
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Public Open House #1
May 25, 2016, 5pm — 8pm
Memorial Hall, North York Civic Centre

The first Public Open House was held on Wednesday, May 25, 2016 at Memorial Hall in the
North York Civic Centre to share information about the study and next steps in the process.

Notification

Approximately 66,000 notices were mailed to addresses in the study area through
Canada Post on May 13, 2016

A Notice of Study Commencement and Public Open House #1 was placed in the North
York Mirror (East) on May 12, 2016 and May 19, 2016

Information about the Open House was posted on the project website, along with all
panels and reports: www.toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

The Public Open House was listed on the City of Toronto's central "Get Involved" online
consultation event calendar

Notices were sent via email to the project email list

The notice was also provided to the offices of Councillor Filion, Councillor Shiner,
Councillor Robinson, and Councillor Carmichael Greb to be shared with constituents.

Attendees
188 people signed in to the Public Open House. Many attended and chose not to sign in.

Project Team Members in Attendance

Ashley Curtis, Transportation Services
Jeff Dea, Transportation Services
Marilia Cimini, Transportation Services
Jacquelyn Hayward Gulati, Transportation Services
Dave Dunn, Transportation Services
Shawn Dartsch, Transportation Services
Shawn Dillon, Transportation Services
Shalin Yeboah, Major Capital Infrastructure Coordination
Leo Desorcy, City Planning

Sasha Terry, City Planning

Victoria Witkowski, City Planning

Dewan Karim, City Planning

Kate Nelischer, Public Consultation
Robyn Shyllit, Public Consultation

Jim Gough, WSP/MMM

Raj Mohabeer, WSP/ MMM

Meghan Bratt, WSP/MMM

Mehemed Delibasi, WSP/MMM

Greg Moore, WSP/ MMM

Michelle Louli, WSP/MMM

Dave McLaughlin, WSP/MMM

Michael Parker, WSP/MMM

Ken Greenberg, Greenberg Consultants
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Information Presented

The first Public Open House focused on sharing the opportunities for consideration along Yonge
Street, and presenting the options available to the City. The following information panels were
displayed at the Public Open House and can be found on the project webpage:

Welcome

The project and study process

Study area

Accommodating planned growth

Transportation trends and improvements

Problem and opportunity statement

Existing conditions: safety

Existing conditions: pedestrian crossing and landscaped median locations
Current cycling trips

Transportation operations: study area

Transportation operations: study focus area

Existing conditions: public and private parking

Existing conditions: cultural and natural environments
Existing cross sections: northern portion of the study area
Existing cross sections: southern portion of the study area
Public realm / streetscape: have your say

Opportunities to integrate public spaces

Street design elements

Potential visions for Yonge Street

Alternatives for Yonge Street

Evaluation Criteria

What you've told us so far

Design charrette: your chance to participate

Next steps

Feedback Requested
Participants were invited to ask questions and provide comments about the project in general,
but the project team was also specifically seeking the following:

e Their perspective of Yonge Street

¢ How they typically travel on Yonge Street

e Feedback on the alternatives identified

e Assessment of the proposed evaluation criteria

Public Comments
The project team was pleased to receive many comments and questions both from people who
live and work in the study area as well as many who travel through it. This feedback came in the
following forms:

e 67 comment cards submitted by June 8, 2016

e 173 sticky notes were filled out and posted on the display panels

e 88 comments were submitted separately via email or phone by June 8, 2016

« Staff spoke with attendees and recorded notes

Many of the participants responded positively to the initiation of the REimagining Yonge Street
(Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue) Environmental Assessment Study, recognizing that Yonge
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Street is in need of improvements. There was excitement over the potential opportunities to
reimagine Yonge Street and better accommodate all modes of transportation, and support for
the "transform" alternative.

Below is a summary of the feedback received including individual comments. Comments have
been grouped according to the evaluation criteria.

Long-Term Resilience
Participants were interested in the maintenance of Yonge Street and encouraged the City to
think about the projected growth of the study area, changes in demographic and the long-term
impacts of the design.

e Health of local residents is a priority

¢ Noise reduction is important

e Air quality is important

e Property values should be considered

e Growing senior population

e How are socio-economic conditions and ethnicities being considered?

e There should be an enhanced system for regularly cleaning the sidewalks

¢ Funding for this project should be redirected to addressing neighbourhood maintenance
issues, such as potholes

e Snow removal along Yonge St. needs to be improved

¢ Need to address waste receptacles, they attract raccoons and birds

e Tree maintenance is important

e Planter boxes should be well maintained

¢ Replace black key paving stone in sidewalks, many have shifted and broken

o Where will snow be stored?

e New waste receptacles with clear sorting instructions needed

Accessibility, Mobility & Transportation Infrastructure

Participants prioritized safety and ensuring that Yonge Street supported all modes of travel
(walking, cycling, taking transit, and driving). There was general support for wider sidewalks,
additional pedestrian amenities, cycling lanes, and a landscaped median. There was some
concern that a reduction in vehicular lanes would increase traffic congestion. Most felt that on-
street parking on Yonge Street was not a priority as currently parking is only available during off-
peak hours and there is not a significant amount of spots available. Participants felt that
sufficient parking was available elsewhere.

Safety should be a priority

Ensure safety and usability by all users as a priority over single-occupant vehicles

The accessibility criteria should include child-friendly infrastructure

Alternative vehicles, ride share, and HOV should be considered

Main streets like Yonge St. should be dedicated to pedestrians first, vehicles second
Reduce Yonge St from 6 lanes to 4 lanes

Sidewalks should be widened and traffic lanes should be reduced

Traffic speeding enforcement needed

The speed limit on Yonge St. should be reduced

Side streets are too wide for children to cross

Vehicular traffic should be separated from cycling and pedestrian traffic
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Narrow the lane widths to reduce traffic speeds

Noise from traffic is disruptive

Traffic on Doris Ave is very loud

Parking along Yonge Street is not a top priority as there are many alternative parking

opportunities

Build a multi-story parking garage to eliminate on-street parking

Only allow parking outside of rush hour

Paid parking on Hillcrest Ave. creates narrow passageway for cars to move through

Allow space for food trucks to park

Provide parking spaces for car share vehicles

Reduce parking congestion at Finch Subway Station

Include a taxi stand

Need additional TTC routes in North York

Need enhanced Viva-GO service

Need a dedicated bus lane

Pedestrians often cross mid-block, which is dangerous and slows traffic

Median takes up space and encourages mid-block crossings

Need more up-to-date traffic study

Need better access for emergency vehicles traveling from Yonge St. to side streets

No right turns on reds

Traffic lights should be synchronized to move traffic quickly

Need to consider how vehicles move in and out of the study area, ie north of Finch

Avenue

Consider adding overpasses along Yonge Street to allow traffic to move quickly

e Frustrating that vehicles have few opportunities to make left turns off of Yonge Street
and right turns onto Yonge Street.

e Doris Ave and Beecroft Rd would be more useful if they connected to Highway 401, and
would eliminate congestion on Yonge St.

e Accessibility for commercial service and supply vehicles is important

e This study should extend south of Highway 401

e Traffic congestion is caused by the traffic lights just east of the intersection of Yonge St.
and Finch Ave., which allow TTC buses to turn into the station. This is also a potential
safety issue as the intersection is so close to Yonge Street that many vehicles do not
see it and drive through red lights.

e Traffic congestion in the area
Keep the current number of vehicle lanes or increase, do not reduce

e Often along line of vehicles along Yonge Street waiting to access the ramp to Highway
401
On-street parking is needed to access shops

e More free parking to entice visitors

It may be difficult for seniors to access shops without on-street parking

Natural Environment
Many participants recognized opportunities to enhance the natural environment within the study
area with additional trees and plants.

e Should be environmentally friendly

o Wildlife is a priority

e Water conservation is important
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Plantings should be pollinator friendly

Consider urban agriculture

Building owners should fund landscaping improvements

Encourage tree donations to enhance tree canopy

Use water collection devices to irrigate planters

Support for the landscaped median

Build a green roof on top of community centre at Yonge St. and Chruchill Ave.
Use a variety of trees and plants

Consider shrubs instead of trees

Pine bushes in the Rose Garden are dark and uninviting

Cycling and Walking

Most participants were supportive to improvements to the pedestrian realm and the inclusion of
bike lanes in the proposed design. Many felt that wider sidewalks and cycling infrastructure
would make the area more inviting and vibrant.

Improving the pedestrian realm will reduce traffic as a by-product

Provide raised landscaped pedestrian walkway and cycle lanes

Build barriers to protect pedestrians from vehicular and cycling traffic

Add more benches

Rearrange street furniture to provide a wider pedestrian clearway

Need pedestrian crossing button at Yonge St. and North York Blvd.

Need more ramps to accommodate people with disabilities

Sidewalks are in poor condition with uneven paving, cracks, and patched utility cuts
Increase sidewalk width along Doris Ave.

Pedestrian crossings should be clearly marked

Most intersections provide sufficient time for pedestrians to cross

All intersections should have standardized pedestrian crossing markers in the pavement
The intersection of Church St. and Kempford Ave. does not allow sufficient time for
pedestrians to cross

Encourage pedestrians to cross the Yonge St. and Sheppard Ave. intersection
underground through TTC facilities

The Yonge St. and Finch Ave. intersection needs improvements for pedestrian crossings
Intersection of Yonge St. and North York Blvd. needs to be improved, difficult to cross
Eliminate push button intersections, as many pedestrians don't understand they need to
use the buttons to trigger the walk signal

Build an underground pedestrian network, like the PATH system downtown

Improve pedestrian conditions in construction zones, where pedestrians are often forced
to walk on uneven and slippery surfaces

Propose a Yonge St. — Highway 401 — Don Valley West ByPass multi-use trail to allow a
separate grade crossing of Highway 401 and connect the multi-use trails of Earl Bales
Park and York Mills Subway

Propose a multi-use trail along the City's right-of-way along the North York Service roads
of Beecroft Rd and Doris Ave

There should be enough room on the median for pedestrians to feel safe

Yonge Street needs cycling facilities

Need separated bike lanes

Connect bike lanes to Finch Hydro Corridor

Need covered bike storage areas
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Add Bixi stations

Support raised bike lanes

How will the City address bike lanes ending at Sheppard Ave.?

Other cities like Amsterdam are flatter and more conducive to cycling than Toronto. Bike
lanes aren't needed here

Cycling lanes should be on Doris Ave. and Beecroft Ave. instead of on Yonge St.

e Opposed to bike lanes as they could potentially slow traffic

e Sidewalks are wide enough as they are

Cultural Heritage & Built Heritage Resources
Comments did not focus on heritage during this phase, however some participants noted they
were supportive of recognizing existing heritage features.

o Need greater regard for the history of Yonge St., e.g. Gibson House

Costs
Participants recognized REimagining Yonge Street would require significant costs, but many felt
the improvements were necessary and worth this expense. Some were concerned the cost
would direct funds away from other important issues in the city.
e Consider both capital and maintenance costs
¢ Province should be involved in funding
e Concerns about the amount of City funds dedicated to transportation projects instead of
poverty reduction initiatives
¢ Transit and low-cost housing should be priorities and City funds should be directed there
instead of to transportation projects
e Funds should be going to police enhancements instead

Constructability & Utilities
Comments did not focus on constructability and utilities during this phase.

Planning: Vision and Identity
Participants were largely excited by the prospect of REimagining Yonge Street and recognized
a need for improvements to the Yonge Street corridor. There was support for the goal of this
project.
e A transformation is important. Hundreds of thousands of people live and work in this
area and it needs a vibrant core
¢ Need youth meeting spaces
e Look to precedents
Community criteria should include civil society groups, non-profit organizations, and
small businesses
More park spaces needed along Yonge St.
Add public gardens near the schools for students to access
Host more events in Mel Lastman Square
Cultural events are important to fostering cultural exchanges and giving insights into the
relationships between people and spaces
The only nice spots to sit are in Mel Lastman Square, need additional spaces like this
e Add a public space north of the Finch Subway Station
e Improve Mel Lastman Square and Toronto Centre for the Arts
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Add benches and picnic tables in cemetery and at the federal building
Add art to private spaces that can be used by the public

Create destinations, like the Toronto sign in Nathan Philips Square

Add trees, art, fountains, and plants

More patio space needed

Add benches near trees

Use solar street lighting

Add a farmer's market

Provide data for park utilizations

Need more spaces like Gibson Park

Turn plaza in front of the federal building into a skate park and splash pad
The area needs more office buildings

Commercial development needed

Avoid public art

Low, in-ground planters could be a tripping hazard and could encourage vandalism

Opportunities for Design Excellence
Many participants were excited by the opportunity to create beautifully designed spaces and
better connections between the pedestrian realm and the buildings along Yonge Street.

The design of the buildings and public spaces along Yonge Street is lacking

Introduce new architectural standards for the condominium and retail podiums to make
them more appealing

Look to examples like Boston, London, Paris, Copenhagen, Amsterdam, Vancouver, and
Rotterdam

Mill Street in Toronto is a good precedent

Encourage smaller scale development instead of high rises

Planters are in poor condition

The litter along Yonge St. needs to be addressed

The architecture and width of Yonge St. is too large for human scale

Yonge St. is very windy
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May 30, 2016

REimagining Yonge Street
Environmental Assessment
(Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue
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Yonge Street is the central transportation corridor and pedestrian promenade within North York Centre, one of
four centres in the City focused on transit-based employment and residential growth. Inconsistent urban
features, from sidewalks, crossings, and medians, to the lack of dedicated cycling facilities present challenges.
The City of Toronto is carrying out a study that will evaluate opportunities to improve the streetscape and
public realm along Yonge Street from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue.

Thank you to everyone who attended the first Public Open House on May 25, 2016. We invite you to attend a
Design Charrette to collaborate with the project team on identifying a preferred alternative solution and
developing design alternatives for Yonge Street.

Please note that the same information will be available at both events. Attendees are encouraged to
choose one event to attend.

Thursday, June 9, 2016

Time: Drop in 4:30pm - 8:00pm

Place: Spring Garden Church (/
112 Spring Garden Avenue (two blocks north of Sheppard Ave.)

OR
Saturday, June 11, 2016
Time: Drop in 10:00am - 1:30pm
Place: St. George on Yonge Anglican Church < )

5350 Yonge Street

What is a Design Charrette?

A Design Charrette is a planning and design session where the project team, stakeholders, and the community
come together to discuss the project and collaborate on a vision for the plan. The collaborative environment of
a Design Charrette encourages discussion and participation.

During the Design Charrette, participants will:
o Review the existing conditions along Yonge Street (from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue)
¢ Review the alternative solutions for Yonge Street and collaborate with the project team on identifying a
preferred alternative
e Engage in design activities to help create a vision for Yonge Street, which will inform the development
of design alternatives
e Speak with the project team and other participants
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What will be discussed?
The following opportunities will be discussed at the Design Charrette:

Adding street trees, lighting,  Adding bike lanes or cycle  The future of the landscaped ~ Enhancing sidewalks and
and street furniture tracks on Yonge Street median boulevard widths

Integrating adjacent parks Improving pedestrian Re-configuring right-of-way Improving safety for all users
and public open spaces crossing facilities and traffic lanes

What is an environmental assessment?

The study is being carried out in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act and
will provide opportunities for public input at key stages. An environmental assessment is a planning and
decision-making process that is used to assess changes to public infrastructure.

Evaluate solutions,
select preferred Report to Council
economic develo solution(s) and Evaluate design(s) & complete the
environment velop develop design final report
- evaluation criteria -
conditions options

Research natural,

cultural, and socio- Identify alternative

solution(s) and

Identify Problem

or Opportunty

Public Open House We Are Here: Public Open House
#1: Opportunity for Opportunity for #2:
public input public input Opportunity for
public input

We would like to hear from you:

If you have questions, please contact us. If you are unable to attend the Design Charrette, you will be able to
view the materials online and submit feedback until June 27, 2016.

Audo ol 311 LGkl 0SS i 2 gl
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Sr. Public Consultation

) Kate Nelischer, knelischer@toronto.ca, 416-392-4360
Coordinator

416-338-0889

TTY Hearing Impaired Service _
(7 Days a week, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, closed holidays)

General inquiries 311
Website toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.
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Reimagining Yonge Street
Charrette Feedback Form

Feedback Questions

1. Did this format provide enough 2. Was the content easy to 3. Did you learn from the 4. Did you feel you were able to Comments
time for discussion? understand? discussions? actively participate in
discussions?

Support cycling facilities.
Would lie more opportuities to cross Yonge Stree
around Hoiskam Ave.

Yes 67 65 68 66 PIC needed clearer orientation.

The content has too much information and
questions at once.
Concerened about maintance of the new green
space.

No 2 4 1 3 The exisiting green space is not being maintained
Staff was very good.
Looking forward to further traffic analysis and
micosimilation modelling for each alternative.
How will taking a lane away affect traffic
operations on Yonge like one Beecroft and
Willowdale?
Prefer centre median with trees. Would be nice
to accomidate pedestrians walkign along the
median- even if it can only be done on some
blocks. Want to make the city more beautiful.
Fix ring road
Thanks for the 2 open houses and earlier May
25th meeting.
Please expand the study north of Steeles.
Keep in mind needs to citizens on wheelchairs
and seniors with walkers.
Preserve culture and identity.
Expand on green areas.
Big thanks to orgaizer of this meeting.

Great opportunity to provide input
Option 4F is the best
no streetparking on hillcrest

Great way to engage the community.

Cycling lanesqill be under used due to long
winters. | really think for safety concern, cycling
lanes should move to Dorin and Beecroft Streets
or direct cycling to those service streets as much
as possible.

Should put in smalls trees. Keeping green space.
The space should be accessible to attract
people.

Have the green space connected to the
neighbourhood in some way.

Got useful insign on street design.

Please consider multi use lanes alng the east
and west service roads and not along Yonge
Want more public input like this one before a
decision is made.

Want ot see more resident and business
involvment.

I love NYC models.

Traffic info was very enlightening.

Building my own yonge street was very satisfying.
This should be ties in with residential and
commercial developers.

Needs to include impacts to Doris and Beecroft
street.

When will we see time lines.

Great format. Staff approached me rather then
me waiting to talk to them.

It was nice to have a one on one discussion and
havbe my input written directly on the wall charts.
well done

well done

Very excited to be part of this input.

Need more pedestrian crossing.

Get more engineers involved.

Want to see time table of activity so people can
see the planning process so far.

Excellent format to get the residents involoved
and to understanhd the issues that have to be
considered.

Looking forward to the next one

This was very helpful

Separate bike lanes are a must. Not just raised
but seperated.

Focus on the viability of business along the
cooridor throughout the process.
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Yonge Street is the central transportation corridor and pedestrian promenade within North York Centre, one of
four centres in the City focused on transit-based employment and residential growth. Inconsistent urban
features, from sidewalks, crossings, and medians, to the lack of dedicated cycling facilities present challenges.
The City of Toronto is carrying out a study that will evaluate opportunities to improve the streetscape and
public realm along Yonge Street from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue.

We invite you to attend the second Public Open House to learn about the study and review the preliminary
preferred alternative and design options for Yonge Street. Staff will be available to answer your questions and
receive your comments.

Monday, July 25, 2016

Time: Drop-in anytime from 11:00am —2:00pm

Place: Mel Lastman Square 5100 Yonge Street (information booths will be set up in the Square)
OR

Time: Drop-in anytime from 5:00pm — 8:00pm

Place: North York Memorial Hall 5110 Yonge Street (onelevel below the NY Central Library)

Please note that the same information will be available at both events. You are encouraged to choose
one event to attend.

Transforming Yonge Street

In evaluating alternative streetscape solutions for Yonge Street and reviewing public feedback, the City is
recommending a transformation of Yonge Street. This means, a full reconstruction of Yonge Street within the
City's existing right-of-way to include: wider sidewalks, enhanced pedestrian crossings, street trees, dedicated
cycling facilities and planters, public art and street furniture throughout.

Transforming Yonge Street provides the greatest opportunity to create a street that serves all users, offers
flexibility and capacity to evolving trends in transportation and offers the ability to create a unique identity and
achieve design excellence for this important central corridor within North York Centre.

Your thoughts about Yonge Street

We've heard from hundreds of people about what they like and don't like about Yonge Street. With over 1,000
responses to our on-line and field survey, people told us that they like Yonge Street's convenience for walking
and transit service but do not like the high traffic volume and lack of streetscape design. Pedestrian safety and

mobility was one of the most common concerns we heard. (m
- Installations }
B

When we asked people what one change they would Reduce Vehicular Widen

make, here's what they told us: ike Traffic

Lanes Sidewalks
Open Spaces

e Streetscape Design

. . Festival
— Pedestrian Crossings \é“"’a >

Extend Median Street
Furniture / Page 1 of 2

Cc{nnection to Parks/ -
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Design Options to Transform Yonge Street

At last month's design charrettes, participants had the opportunity to create their own streetscape using
various elements such as vehicular travel lane, sidewalks of varying widths, bike lane, curbside lane (for cars,
buses and on-street parking), planting and furnishing zones and a median option of varying widths. It can be a
challenging exercise to incorporate all of these features.

There are different ways to implement the preferred alternative solution to transform Yonge Street. The design
options that are being considered will feature:
e Wider sidewalks
e Enhanced pedestrian crossings
e Street trees
e Dedicated cycling facilities

Options for parking
Planters, public art and street furniture

e Minimum of 4 traffic lanes

Design options will be considered on a block-by-block basis. The image below illustrates an example of a
cross-section, which includes some of the elements noted above.
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We would like to hear from you:

If you have questions, please contact us. If you are unable to attend the public open house, you will be able to
view the materials online, fill out a comment form, and submit feedback until August 8, 2016.
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Contact

Kate Nelischer, knelischer@toronto.ca, 416-392-4360

TTY Hearing Impaired Service

416-338-0889
(7 Days a week, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, closed holidays)

General inquiries

311

Website

toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.
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The second Public Open House was held on Monday, July 25, 2016. A lunchtime session was
held in an outdoor tent in Mel Lastman Square facing Yonge Street, and an evening session

Public Open House #2
July 25, 2016

Session 1: 11:00am — 2:00pm, Mel Lastman Square

Session 2: 5:00pm — 8:00pm, Memorial Hall, North York Civic Centre

was held at Memorial Hall in the North York Civic Centre.

Notification

A potential Canada Post labour disruption prevented the City from distributing flyers for this

event. Alternative methods of notification were used, including:
A Notice of Public Open House #2 was placed in the North York Mirror (East) on July 14,

2016 and July 21, 2016

Information about the Open House was posted on the project website, along with all

panels and reports: www.toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

The Public Open House was listed on the City of Toronto's central "Get Involved" online

consultation event calendar
Notices were sent via email to the project email list

The notice was also provided to the offices of Councillor Filion, Councillor Shiner,

Councillor Robinson, and Councillor Carmichael Greb to be shared with constituents.

Attendees
95 people signed in to the Public Open House. Many attended and chose not to sign in.

Project Team Members in Attendance

Ashley Curtis, Transportation Services
Jeff Dea, Transportation Services
Marilia Cimini, Transportation Services
Jacquelyn Hayward Gulati, Transportation Services
Dave Dunn, Transportation Services
Shawn Dartsch, Transportation Services
Shawn Dillon, Transportation Services
Shalin Yeboah, Major Capital Infrastructure Coordination
Leo Desorcy, City Planning

Sasha Terry, City Planning

Victoria Witkowski, City Planning

Dewan Karim, City Planning

Kate Nelischer, Public Consultation
Anne-Marie Croce, Public Consultation
Jim Gough, WSP/ MMM

Raj Mohabeer, WSP/MMM

Meghan Bratt, WSP/MMM

Mehemed Delibasic, WSP/MMM

Greg Moore, WSP/MMM

Michelle Louli, WSP/MMM

Dave McLaughlin, WSP/MMM

Michael Parker, WSP/MMM
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Information Presented

The second Public Open House focused on sharing the preliminary preferred alternative and
design options for Yonge Street. The following information panels were displayed at the Public
Open House and can be found on the project webpage:

Welcome

Recap: problem and opportunity statement
Recap: alternatives for Yonge Street

The project and study process

What we've done: consultation

What we've heard: public open house 1
What we've heard: survey results

What we've heard: design charrette
Overview of existing parking demands
Revised evaluation criteria

Evaluation results

Confirming the preferred alternative

Benefits of the transform alternative

Yonge Street right-of-way width

Design options for Yonge Street

Design options for the "transform™ alternative
Design option 4A: 6 lanes

Design option 4B: 4 lanes

Design option 4F: 4 lanes with parking bays
Design option 4G: 4 lanes with no median
Public realm opportunities: Olive Square
Public realm opportunities: Mel Lastman Square
Public realm opportunities: Joseph Shepard Federal Building
Criteria for evaluation of the design options
Additional technical analyses

Next steps

Feedback Requested
Participants were invited to ask questions and provide comments about the project in general,
but the project team was also specifically seeking the following:

o Feedback on the preliminary preferred alternative

e Comments on the design options

o Feedback on the evaluation criteria for the design options

Public Comments
The project team was pleased to receive many comments and questions both from people who
live and work in the study area as well as many who travel through it. This feedback came in the
following forms:

e 61 comment cards submitted by August 8, 2016

e 175 sticky notes were filled out and posted on the display panels

¢ 89 comments were submitted separately via email or phone by August 15, 2016

e Staff spoke with attendees and recorded notes
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Many of the participants responded positively to the preliminary preferred alternative of
"transform."” However, there were concerns around the possible traffic implications of lane
reductions. There was support for the design options that included adding more trees, wider
pedestrian spaces, and cycling infrastructure.

Below is a summary of the feedback received including individual comments. Comments have
been grouped according to the evaluation criteria.

Long-Term Resilience
Participants were excited about the project and its potential to transform the future of Yonge
Street, creating a vibrant neighbourhood that will support the continued growth in the area.

This is a beautiful refuge for North York Centre. It is good for the trees, people, business,
and for the next 50 years climate resilience.

Current configuration is outdated and needs to be redesigned for the 21st century
Currently it is a challenge walking on parts of Yonge St. and with all of the new
developments, the pedestrian traffic will only increase

Something must be done because what is happening now is spiraling out of control
The increase in pedestrian traffic has transformed the area around Mel Lastman Square
to a true urban "downtown"

Consider demographics of current residents

Think about future development in the area and its effects

Take into account the future technologies in car manufacturing, fuel usage,
communication and security (ie driverless cars, drone deliveries)

Transforming the streetscape on this stretch of Yonge St is the essential catalyst that is
needed to help galvanize the transition that is already underway

The proposed plan should be extended to Steeles Ave

Dense, walkable neighbourhoods with a strong sense of community is the key to long
term health and quality of life. This kind of lifestyle will encourage more people to live
and visit here as you can live independently and access everything.

The draft criteria seem sufficiently broad and flexible to capture the majority of important
guestions

Add inclusiveness as a priority

Equity of use of public space is important

I hope that as part of the reimagining of our section of Yonge Street, safety and crime-
prevention measures are also considered

Additional security measures would be welcomed

Level of service is important

Consider how impacts differ depending on age, disability and factors such as being
accompanied by small children

The sidewalks are falling into a state of disrepair whereby huge chunks of the sidewalk
are breaking apart, which creates a tripping hazard and presents accessibility barriers
Where will snow be stored?

Trees need to be well maintained

Pavers are a maintenance nuisance

Snow removal could be more difficult with trees on both sides of the bike lane

Medians are difficult to maintain

More waste receptacles are needed
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Accessibility, Mobility & Transportation Infrastructure

Similar to the first open house, participants prioritized safety and were supportive of Yonge
Street providing amenities for all modes of travel (walking, cycling, taking transit, and driving).
Pedestrian and cyclist safety were top of mind, as many noted that the existing six lanes of
traffic present challenges for pedestrians and cyclists crossing the street. There was general
support for eliminating on-street parking, however there was some concern about restricting
access for Wheel Trans drop-offs and seniors accessing shops and services. Again, there was
some concern that a reduction in vehicular lanes would increase traffic congestion. However,
many felt that with increased pedestrian and cycling amenities, and various transit options, more
people would be encouraged to use alternative modes of transportation.

Prioritize user safety within accessibility criteria

Support "Vision Zero" and prioritize safety

The multi-modal idea has great merit

Value pedestrian needs over cyclists' (and motorists) needs

Ramp access points for strollers is important

Encourage bringing the "StopGap" ramp project to North York to improve accessibility
Accessibility for people with disabilities and the aging population needs to be taken into
consideration in the process of Re-imagining Yonge Street as a means of making it more
pedestrian and age-friendly

Traffic operations are important

Put bike lanes together on west side of Yonge St. to allow for a Wheel Trans Stop on the
east side at the North York Centre subway station

Evaluate each design from the perspective of whether it reduces or creates conflict
between users

Six lanes are not needed

Decreasing the number of lanes is the highest priority

There is no need for seven vehicle lanes on any street with a subway, as well as
significant regional transit

3.0m should be the minimum travel lane width, not 3.2m

Suggest traffic calming measures, such as speed limit reductions, changes to the road
alignment, and different pavement surfaces at crosswalks

Consider decreasing the speed limit on Yonge St to 40km/h or 30km/h

Enhancing and improving Florence Ave and Avondale Ave would help relieve the
congestion at the Yonge/Sheppard intersection

The roads need to be fully re-carpeted, not patched

Monitoring the traffic is essential

Implement additional left-turn signals for added safety

Additional traffic should be diverted away from Yonge St

Suggest allowing legal U-turns, like on St. Clair

Turning lanes should never cross the cycle track

Suggest a traffic light at the garage entrance for 33 EImhurst Ave (on Beecroft) as it is
currently difficult to turn left

How will garbage trucks stop to pick up in front of restaurants?

No parking should be allowed on Yonge St

Parking creates bottlenecks

Do not allow on-street stopping, unless for emergency vehicles

Encourage condominiums to provide additional underground parking so that on-street
parking on Yonge Street is not needed and the space can be used for a bike lane
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Do not like parking bays as they risk causing congestion as vehicles move in and out of
them

Encourage greater use of Doris Ave for parking

Put parking lanes outside of bike lanes

On-street parking on Yonge St is not needed

Ensure proper signage for off-street parking

Provide additional parking on nearby streets, or in structures

Need a dedicated bus lane

Where will the bus stops be? With subway stops far apart, many who are older or have
small children need the Yonge St. bus.

Concerned about safe access between the street, via Wheel-Trans vehicles, and the
North York Centre Subway Station accessible entrance at 5095 Yonge St. Empress
Walk. Currently, there is on-street parking which presents challenges in the winter. A
proper Wheel-Trans Stop is required.

Median is not needed and provides an obstacle in dealing with traffic volumes

Don't need the median, too expensive to maintain and blocks vision. Safety is a concern,
especially at night.

Traffic on Yonge St is more congested after speeds on Doris Ave and Beecroft Rd were
reduced to 40km/h

The 401 exit ramp to Yonge St needs to be addressed as it is very congested

Doris Ave and Beecroft Rd have become very busy over the past years and somewhat
dangerous

Connect Avondale Ave and Kenneth Avenue more directly across Sheppard Ave E
Concerned about congestion getting worse — Yonge St and Bishop Ave / Hendon is
chaotic daily

Opposed to reducing vehicle lanes from 6 to 4 on Yonge St

Narrowing Yonge St as proposed will contribute to increased congestion on Yonge St
and Bayview Ave, both key vehicle commuter routes

Do not support the proposed left turn lanes

We need more lanes for cars instead of parking space

Parking along Yonge St is important for deliveries

It is already difficult to find parking

Accessible parking is needed

Removing on-street parking will hurt seniors (a growing and major part of the
surrounding neighbourhoods), people with disabilities and small businesses, including
market vendors

Where would the food trucks park?

Allowing parking outside of rush hour helps seniors, people with disabilities and people
with a lot to carry make better and more frequent use of the market, shops and
restaurants

The side streets are already overcrowded with parked cars and a lot of the off-street
surface parking will disappear as sites are developed

The cost of street parking should reflect "short term” inflated parking rates to discourage
drivers from using street parking on a daily basis

Parking fares should be reduced after hours and on weekends

Businesses should be consulted about proposed parking changes
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Natural Environment
Participants were supportive of supporting the natural environment through additional trees and
green spaces.

e Sustainability of natural environment is a priority

Natural environment should be a key focus

Need more green space

Increase number of trees and other facilities on the sidewalk

Support additional trees

Add more trees to Mel Lastman Square

Greenery is essential to off-set traffic pollution and keep the city scape "green" for
enhanced use of our outside city space by pedestrians and cyclists

Could build tree trenches and silva cells under bike lanes, similar to Queens Quay
Trees cannot survive on Yonge Street if sufficient soil is not available for their roots to
breathe and to receive moisture

Trees should not be in planters

Add more planters instead of trees, as trees restrict visibility

Like treed median

Suggest London Plane trees

A double row of trees can help calm winds

Encourage additional green roofs in the area

Cycling and Walking

Participants recognized that the pedestrian space is currently lacking and that cycling along

Yonge Street is not inviting due to lack of cycling infrastructure. Most supported additional

sidewalk and patio space and dedicated cycle tracks.

Provide a clear and consistent space for pedestrians

The unfortunate risk we face in our neighbourhood is pedestrian safety

The current configuration is visually unappealing and dangerous for cyclists

More pedestrian space required

Sidewalks are too narrow

The sidewalks need to be patched up at the very least if not redone and widened

Pedestrians should be further separated from cyclists

A double row of trees separating bikes and people is unnecessary if each already has

their own lane

Instead of concrete for sidewalks, use granite pavers

e Pedestrian clearway below 2.1m seems too narrow

e Yonge St. should be treated like Bloor St. or Queen's Quay with beautiful paving, not
concrete

e Six lanes is too wide for safe pedestrian crossing

e There are not enough crosswalks in this stretch of Yonge St. Pedestrians jaywalk and
may cause accidents.

e Crossing Yonge Street on foot takes such a long time that people often avoid crossing
the street altogether and choose shopping and dining spots for convenience on same
side of the street

e Add pedestrian crossings across from the CIBC on Norton Avenue
Include a crosswalk at Ellerslie Ave

e Extend pedestrian crossing times

Public Open House 2 Summary Report REimagining Yonge Street August 2016 6



Underground walkway under the Yonge and Sheppard intersection should not be
restricted to only those with metro passes

Suggest an east/west crosswalk at Ellerslie Ave as residents have difficulty crossing
now, having to go north or south to the lights

Suggested changes to save space: lamp post to centre median = 0.8m, buffer = 0.3m,
cycle track = 0.7m

Eliminate the median and re-allocate space to the sidewalk and allow for a double row of
trees

Do not support sacrificing walking space for benches and other pedestrian amenities
Suggest below grade pedestrian tunnel connecting the east and west sides of Yonge St
Bike lanes on Yonge Street are essential

Like that the City is planning to invite a safer and more accessible option for cyclists
along the Yonge St corridor between Finch Ave and Sheppard Ave. This can benefit
cyclists and motor vehicle drivers alike.

Fully support bike lanes on Yonge Street even if parking spots are removed

Support separated bike lanes

Studies have shown increased business activity on streets where bike lanes have been
installed

| bike on the sidewalks almost exclusively now since above Finch Ave the
bus/taxi/hov/cycle lanes are dangerous

Cyclist safety is the priority

Experience elsewhere in city (Richmond, Adelaide, Bay Street, and Bloor Street) shows
that bike lanes are rendered unsafe and unusable by parked and stopped vehicles
unless there is a barrier that prevents parking in the bike lane

The new tree basins on College St. between Bay St. and Yonge St. are good examples
Consider separation by bollards, like on Richmond and Adelaide

More bike parking is needed

Bike lanes are welcome as they would keep cyclists from using the sidewalks

Suggest a multipurpose bike trail on the west side of Yonge St

Should include Dutch-style protected intersections

Bike lanes should be separated from vehicular traffic like in many European countries by
having it at the level of the sidewalk rather than the road

Need to prevent pedestrians from walking in the bike lane

Concerned about delivery trucks parking in bike lane

Cyclists need additional protection as delivery trucks and taxis are bound to block the
bike lane

Avoid the system at Queen's Quay — like the proposed design of pedestrians separated
from cyclists

Look to Vancouver and Seattle for examples of bike lane design

Connect the bike lanes to the Finch corridor bike path and the East Don Trail

Include a bikeshare program

Extra room is needed to pass slower cyclists - 1.8m is insufficient

Bike lanes should be designed for 20 km/h speeds

Cycling paths need to be cleared the way roads are cleared for cars

Move the trees to the other side of the bike lane to provide greater separation from traffic
Would prefer straight bike lanes instead of zigzagging in and out

In order for the bike lanes to be effective and safe, they must extend past the 401, and
up Hoggs Hollow to Yonge Blvd. Going southbound, support providing access to the
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side road underneath the 401 as a bike friendly option and then out through the golf
course.

o The number of intersections on Yonge Street is going to be a safety problem for cyclists,
with cars turning in and out
Cyclists should have a speed limit

e 0.7m buffer zone is too generous for the bike lane, instead there could be a 0.5m buffer
and a 0.3m wide planter

e Trees on both sides of the cycle track would make it too dark
Concerned that cyclists in the bike lanes will not give the right away to vehicles turning
right off of Yonge St.

o Bike lanes are not useful if a safe way to cross the 401 is not available

e Beecroft Rd and Doris Ave should also have designated bike lanes (refer to City of
Toronto 10 year Bike Plan)

e Consider putting bike lanes northbound on the east side Doris and southbound on the
west side of Beecroft

o There is no use for a bike lane on Yonge St if it ends at the 401, would make more
sense on Beecroft Rd or Doris Ave

e Cycle tracks will make the vehicle lanes narrower and as a result could increase difficulty
in future transportation

e Move the bike lane off of Yonge Street and use Willowdale Ave and/or Beecroft Rd as
cycling laneways
Cycle tracks are unacceptable unless a contraflow cycle track allows passing

e 7 months of the year it's winter and no one can bike

o Instead of a bike lane provide a wider pedestrian space and six lanes of traffic

Cultural Heritage & Built Heritage Resources
Comments did not focus on heritage, however some participants noted they were supportive of
recognizing existing heritage features.

¢ Integrate remaining historical aspects into the green space

o Important to respect, protect and potentially highlight the historical and cultural aspect of
Willowdale

Costs
Participants recognized REimagining Yonge Street would require significant costs and were
supportive of the expense, but some urged the City to look for cost savings measures.

e Option 4B appears to be cost effective
e Keeping costs and construction time as low as possible is important

Constructability & Utilities
Comments did not focus on constructability and utilities during this phase, however some did
support a quick construction schedule.
o During construction, traffic will be impacted as vehicles will crowd into Doris Ave, which
will make both Yonge St and Doris Ave noisy
e A fast construction schedule should be prioritized, but work should only be completed
during the daytime
o Clear presentation on stages of project management
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Planning: Vision and ldentity

Participants were supportive of the proposed options and recognized this project as an
opportunity to transform Yonge St into a neighbourhood that supports those who live, work, and
study nearby and draws visitors.

Our Councillor has done a wonderful job of creating and maintaining Park space for our
children, but we also yearn for a pleasant, walkable Main Street with seating where we
can meet friends, enjoy the outdoors and have a quiet conversation over a meal or
beverage

Yonge St should be a destination in its own right

This project is very exciting and if done well will make the area look great again

This is innovative and will greatly enhance the area for local residents, workers, and
visitors

This should be a neighbourhood, not a thoroughfare

Given the political will and conscious choice of residents to live in this dense area,
forming a downtown in its own right, there is considerable opportunity to move forward
and make Yonge Street the inviting central artery the neighbourhood deserves

North York really needs a main street people we can be proud of

The current streetscape is holding the area back from becoming a destination spot.
Transforming the streetscape is necessary to bring the kind of life to the area that makes
someone want to subway up to North York to shop, dine, or take in culture

Should be a live/work neighbourhood

Looking forward to the area feeling more like home rather than like a freeway

The streetscape should be unique to North York

Support the 'transform' alternative

Improve and beautify the existing sidewalks with more trees, planters and benches
interspersed by mini parkettes or green spaces where possible

Important to think about the value in bringing people to visit Yonge Street and street
events and festivals

Give the area much-needed character for potential neighbourhood festivities (much like
Taste of Danforth, The Beaches, Annex, The Junction, etc.)

It's not too late to incorporate the changes needed to make this a more desirable,
liveable neighborhood

Love the idea of public realm opportunities at Mel Lastman Square, Olive Square, and
The Joseph Shepard Building. We need to maximize our public spaces by integrating
them.

The streetscape should be more consistent

Make the street more like an esplanade

Need more "coves", intimate spaces to sit and enjoy feeling protected

Add fountains to public spaces to minimize noise pollution provide a soothing effect
Pavers in front of the public spaces will promote jaywalking across Yonge St.

Mel Lastman Square has too many levels to allow a full integration of any user groups
There is an opportunity to improve the space around the school board property

Keep water features

Avoid artwork that could look dated quickly

Engage students in designing public art

Improved signage to guide visitors to the area would be welcome

Integrate the TDSB site

Shelter needed in Mel Lastman Square
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Good lighting is needed throughout

Model street lighting after Paris

Provide shaded seating

Higher planters could also act as seating

Add benches to the median like on University Ave.

Add additional public benches along Doris Avenue in the shaded areas

Support artwork in the median

Patio space is needed

Bury hydro and cable poles underground

Include public drinking fountains for people and dogs

Need sufficient street furniture for the aging population

More benches for people to sit and rest would be helpful, especially for people with
mobility issues

Suggest additional art across a number of disciplines be considered for the area,
including murals and sculptures

Support a greater transformation like on St George between College St and Bloor St
Suggest an elevated walkway above the noisy traffic

Add off-leash dog area

Opportunities for Design Excellence
Participants were supportive of the focus on design and were eager to see solutions to better
integrating the built environment with the pedestrian realm.

The high volume of condominiums creates visual clutter

Ground floors should include shops and restaurants

Look towards the Avenue des Champs Elysées and Berlin's Kurfiirstendamm for
inspiration

Yonge St should be a mixed retailing and office street

Support fewer new condos and more entertainment and businesses that serve the area
Currently the traffic and noise bouncing off tall buildings drown out conversation and
create an atmosphere that drives pedestrians away from Yonge St.

Limit billboards to a specific size and number and only in certain areas

Standardize the signhage for shops and restaurants

Mitigate wind caused by condos

Integrate building foyers into streetscape

Developers who have been allowed to build towers along Yonge St between Sheppard
Ave and Finch Ave should bear some responsibility for making Yonge Street more
accessible and friendly to pedestrian traffic by building new pedestrian access points to
business and residences

Shade needed in Hullmark Plaza

Public Consultation
Most participants were satisfied with the consultation process to date.

Congratulations to the great success with such a good participation

Suggest using Chinese translations (in addition to Korean and Farsi) in notices
Keep up the great work! Love that this city is doing this and keeping residents
informed/involved.
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Geotechnical Investigations on Yonge Street

Expected Start Date: Early-September 2016
Expected End Date: Mid-October 2016
*Timeline is subject to change.

Yonge Street is the central transportation corridor and pedestrian promenade within North York Centre, one of
four centres in the City focused on transit-based employment and residential growth. Inconsistent urban
features, from sidewalks, crossings, and medians, to the lack of dedicated cycling facilities present challenges.
The City of Toronto is carrying out an Environmental Assessment Study that will evaluate opportunities to
improve the streetscape and public realm along Yonge Street from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue.

As part of our Environmental Assessment Study, on-site investigations will be completed. We will be taking
samples of asphalt, soil and underground conditions in the work area. Sampling is needed to confirm the
conditions below ground and is used for engineering design. The operation will take approximately six
weeks to complete, and it will occur sometime between early-September and mid-October.
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WORK DETAILS

o Dirilling rigs will be set up at various locations along Yonge Street between the Finch Hydro Corridor and
Florence Avenue / Avondale Avenue to take soil, asphalt and groundwater samples along the street on City
property.

e Boreholes will be drilled into the ground to collect soil, asphalt and water samples from both the surface of
the road and below the surface.

e Asdrilling is completed, monitoring wells will be placed at some locations into the ground through a
borehole (10 monitoring wells).

¢ The monitoring well will sit about 1.2 meters (4 feet) above ground, if feasible.

¢ These wells will have padlocks on them as a safety measure and to provide access for ongoing ground
water measurements, as they will remain in place through the detailed design phase of the project.

¢ Inthe case where a borehole is located in an area where there is traffic, the pipe will be placed flush at
ground level.

e Survey crews will also be in place to determine the exact location of surface and underground
infrastructure.

e Unloading and loading equipment, as well as drilling and surveying within the roadway, may result in
temporary disruption to local traffic.

WHAT TO EXPECT DURING CONSTRUCTION

e You may experience dust, noise and other inconveniences. The City will make efforts to reduce the
impacts. We appreciate your patience.

e Property owners should remove items located within City property limits (boulevard), such as landscaping
and / or decorative objects.

o The City will not be responsible for damage to any privately owned items on City property.

Work Hours: Work will take place from approximately 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday to
Friday, with work after hours as required. Night work will also be required in some areas.

a8 Road and Sidewalk Access: In order to complete the work in a safe manner, there will be
Y road and sidewalk restrictions within the construction work zone. Access for emergency
v vehicles will be maintained at all times.

Driveway Access: The contractor will notify you in advance of any temporary restrictions to
your driveway access. If your property has two entrances, one entrance will be kept open at
all times.

to local traffic. In order to complete the work effectively and in a safe manner, some

g Traffic Management: Unloading and loading equipment may result in temporary disruption
pedestrian and vehicle traffic restrictions will be necessary.

/ Restoration: The work area will be restored with sod and/or asphalt where required.
Interlocking bricks, flagstone on a granular base, or other similar features that are removed
@. from public and private property during construction will be replaced. Lawn seeding and/or
o laying of sod will be done as needed during ideal growing seasons only - in the spring (April
to June) and fall (September to October).

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
If you have questions about the upcoming work, please contact us.

Project Manager Marilia Cimini, 416-392-6758, mcimini@toronto.ca

TTY Hearing Impaired Service 416-338-0889
(7 Days a week, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, closed holidays)

General inquiries 311

Thank you for your patience.
Building a great city takes time.
Better infrastructure for all of us is worth the wait.
Page 2 of 2
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September 9, 2016

REimagining Yonge Street
(Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue)
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Yonge Street is the central transportation corridor and pedestrian promenade within North York Centre, one of
four centres in the City focused on transit-based employment and residential growth. Inconsistent urban
features, from sidewalks, crossings, and medians, to the lack of dedicated cycling facilities present challenges.
The City of Toronto is carrying out a study that will evaluate opportunities to improve the streetscape and
public realm along Yonge Street from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue.

We invite you to attend the third and final Public Open House to learn about the study and review the preferred
design option for Yonge Street. Staff will be available to answer your questions and receive your comments.

Thursday, September 29, 2016

Time: Drop-in anytime from 5:00pm —8:00pm
Place: North York Civic Centre, Main Floor Foyer (}
5100 Yonge Street

Design Options to Transform Yonge Street

After receiving comments from the public and completing a detailed assessment of the design options, the
project team is recommending a combination of the “Transform” design options, shown on the back of this
notice and in greater detail on the project webpage. This means a full reconstruction of Yonge Street within the
City's existing right-of-way. At the second Public Open House these design options were presented and
considered the following elements:

e Wider sidewalks e Options for parking

e Enhanced pedestrian crossings e Planters, public art and street
e Street trees furniture

o Dedicated cycling facilities ¢ Number of traffic lanes
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Alternative 4A Alternative 4B
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e 6-lane cross section e 4-lane cross section
e Pedestrian clearway below City guideline of 2.1m e Separated bike facility adjacent to traffic lanes
e This option has the narrowest sidewalk width e Planted median between intersection with left
e Separated bike facility adjacent to traffic lanes turn lanes where needed
e Planted median between intersections with left e Sidewalk widths on the east and west sides of the
turn lanes where needed street are balanced
e Sidewalk widths on the east and west sides of the e No on street parking

street are balanced (narrower sidewalks than the
other design options)

e Off peak parking in curb lanes

e Maximum clear space for emergency vehicles

Alternative 4F Alternative 4G

= a3

e 4-lane cross section e 4-lane cross section
e Parking bays, a type of on-street parking spot e Double row of trees between intersections
e Separated bike facility adjacent to parking bays e Separated bike facility between rows of trees
e Planted median between intersections with left e Wider sidewalks

turn lanes where needed e Atintersection approaches, single row of trees
o  Wider sidewalks only

e No on-street parking
e lLane and curb alignment varies significantly

We would like to hear from you:

If you have questions, please contact us. If you are unable to attend the Public Open House, you will be able to
view the materials online, fill out a comment form, and submit feedback until October 13, 2016.
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20|22 T BO| EREAIH, 311 HO 2 FEISHAA|2.

MRFEEEEDE, Hik 311

Contact Kate Nelischer, knelischer@toronto.ca, 416-392-4360
416-338-0889
(7 Days a week, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm, closed holidays)

TTY Hearing Impaired Service

General inquiries 311

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge
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call B3 &R &S

The City of Toronto holds public consultations as one way to engage residents in the life of their city. Toronto thrives on your
great ideas and actions. We invite you to get involved.

REimagining Yonge Street (Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue)

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study
Notice of Public Open House #3

Public Consultation

We invite you to attend the third and final Public Open House to learn
about the City’s study, including: work and consultation activities
completed to-date; evaluation of the design options; selection of the

preliminary preferred design option; results of the transportation

modelling and utility investigations; parking strategy; and next steps N
in the process.

“any EPIIH

Drewry Ave FICummer Ave.

Date: Thursday, September 29, 2016 p—
Time: Drop-in anytime from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. —

Location: North York Civic Centre Hendon Ave. l ] Bishop Ave.
Main Floor Foyer, 5100 Yonge St. C S l
Finch Ave. W, l =g Finch Ave. E.

Study Overview

The City of Toronto is carrying out a study to evaluate opportunities l ] ”
to improve the streetscape and public realm along Yonge Street '
from Sheppard Avenue to Finch Avenue. After receiving comments .I
from the public and completing a detailed assessment of the design
options, the project team is recommending a full reconstruction

of Yonge Street within the City’s existing right-of-way. The design
options for transforming Yonge Street include elements such as wider
sidewalks, enhanced pedestrian crossings, street trees, dedicated WILLOWDAL
cycling facilities, improved plantings, public art and street furniture.
Traffic lanes onYonge Street may be reduced from 6- to 4-lanes. A
parking strategy is also recommended.
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Study Process
The study. is being carried out under Scheo!ule_‘C’ of the Municipal Sheppard Ave| W.
Class Environmental Assessment (EA), which is an approved —_—————
planning process under the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act.
The public will have opportunities for input at key stages of this Florence Ave.
study. An Environmental Study Report will be prepared at the end i

of the process in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal
Class EA. STUDY FOCUS

AREA

S~ | /Sheppard Ave. E|

- o -

" _- & Anndaie_JDr.
., Avondale Ave.

7

We want to hear from you

Visit the project web page for additional information about this
study: toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge. If you have any questions or
would like to be placed on the study mailing list, please contact:

Not to Scale

Kate Nelischer

Senior Public Consultation Coordinator

City of Toronto, Metro Hall, 19th FI., 55 John St., Toronto, ON M5V 3C6
Tel: 416-392-4360 Fax: 416-392-2974 E-mail: knelischer@toronto.ca
Issue Date: September 15, 2016

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal
information, all comments will become part of the public record.
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Public Open House #3
September 29, 2016
5:00pm — 8:00pm, Main Floor Foyer, North York Civic Centre

The third and final Public Open House was held on Thursday, September 29, 2016 in the main
floor foyer of the North York Civic Centre.

Notification

Approximately 66,000 notices were mailed to addresses in the study area through
Canada Post on September 9, 2016

A Notice of Public Open House #3 was placed in the North York Mirror (East) on
September 15, 2016

Information about the Open House was posted on the project website, along with all
panels and reports: www.toronto.ca/reimaginingyonge

The Public Open House was listed on the City of Toronto's central "Get Involved" online
consultation event calendar

Notices were sent via email to the project email list

The notice was also provided to the offices of Councillor Filion, Councillor Shiner,
Councillor Robinson, and Councillor Carmichael Greb to be shared with constituents.

Attendees
64 people signed in to the Public Open House. Many attended and chose not to sign in.

Project Team Members in Attendance

Ashley Curtis, Transportation Services

Jeff Dea, Transportation Services

Marilia Cimini, Transportation Services

Jacquelyn Hayward Gulati, Transportation Services
Dave Dunn, Transportation Services

Shawn Dartsch, Transportation Services

Shawn Dillon, Transportation Services

Shalin Yeboah, Major Capital Infrastructure Coordination
Leo Desorcy, City Planning

Sasha Terry, City Planning

Victoria Witkowski, City Planning

Dewan Karim, City Planning

Kate Nelischer, Public Consultation

Anne-Marie Croce, Public Consultation

Kimmo Hamalainen, Engineering & Construction Services
Jim Gough, WSP/ MMM

Raj Mohabeer, WSP/MMM

Meghan Bratt, WSP/MMM

Mehemed Delibasic, WSP/MMM

Greg Moore, WSP/MMM

Michelle Louli, WSP/MMM

Dave McLaughlin, WSP/MMM

Michael Parker, WSP/MMM

Bob Koziol, WSP/MMM
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Information Presented

The third Public Open House focused on sharing the preliminary preferred design option for
Yonge Street. The following information panels were displayed at the Public Open House and
can be found on the project webpage:

Welcome

The project and study process

What we've done: consultation

Recap: design options for the "transform" alternative

What we've heard: transform design options

What we've heard: integration of public space

Recap: problem and opportunity statement

Recap: benefits of the transform alternative

Transportation effects: 2031 horizon

Utilities analysis

Criteria for evaluation of the design options

Design options evaluation results

Preliminary preferred design options along Yonge Street
Preliminary preferred design option

Opportunities to integrate public spaces: Olive Square
Opportunities to integrate public spaces: Mel Lastman Square
Opportunities to integrate public spaces: Joseph Shepard Federal Building
Traffic Operations Strategy

Parking mitigation strategy

Pedestrian facilities and benefits

Cycling facilities

Cycling connections

Construction management strategy

Potential environmental effects and preliminary mitigation measures
Monitoring program to be implemented

Next steps

Feedback Requested
Participants were invited to ask questions and provide comments about the project in general,
but the project team was also specifically seeking feedback on the:
e Preliminary preferred design option, 4B
e Overall corridor plan for Yonge Street
e Proposed design concepts for Olive Square, Mel Lastman Square, and the Joseph
Shepard Federal Building
Proposed monitoring effects
e Consultation process

Public Comments

The project team was pleased to receive many comments and questions both from people who
live and work in the study area as well as many who travel through it. This feedback came in the
following forms:
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e 100 comment cards submitted by October 17, 2016 at the public open house, via mail,
and online

e 77 sticky notes were filled out and posted on the display panels

e 84 comments were submitted separately via email or phone by October 17, 2016

e Staff spoke with attendees and recorded notes

Many participants were pleased with the preliminary preferred design option 4B, and were
supportive of the early design concepts for Mel Lastman Square, Olive Square, and the Joseph
Shepard Federal Building area. There was support for the design of the cycle track, removal of
on-street parking, median design, expanded sidewalks, and additional trees. There was some
concern about the potential traffic impacts of reducing Yonge Street from six lanes to four lanes,
and potential impacts to local businesses of eliminating on-street parking along Yonge Street.

Below is a summary of the feedback received including individual comments. Comments have
been grouped according to the evaluation criteria.

Long-Term Resilience

Participants were supportive of long-term change along Yonge Street, and were supportive of

the City's plans to monitor the study area after changes have been implemented to understand

impacts and adjust the design if necessary. Maintenance was a priority for participants.
¢ | like the plan because you are thinking ahead for a place where pedestrians and cyclists

can be compatible and is accessible

Cycle track must be maintained year-round

Ensure that the sidewalks and cycle tracks will be plowed in the winter

Keep the sidewalks cleaner and address garbage and debris

If water features, monuments etc. are to be included, provide sufficient budgets to keep

them operational and maintained or alternatively, don't have them at all

Could encourage volunteers and local groups to maintain the cleanliness of public

spaces

Monitor environmental effects (noise and air quality)

Monitor tree health

Monitor cyclist and pedestrian traffic volumes — not just collisions

Monitor people sitting in the new public spaces

Monitor perceptions of safety and comfort among pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers

Monitor cycling for recreation, shopping, and other leisure destinations, not just

commuting

Monitor the traffic effects of new condos and development

Monitor changes in property values

Monitor changes to empty lots (development potential)

Monitor the residents turning left onto Doris Ave with a view to finding solutions

Monitor property rental vs. ownership trends in the area

Monitor the suitability of the planned changes for elderly people

Monitoring collaboration against different designs is important: presence/ absence of left

turn lanes, protected only vs. phasing, right turn lanes, crosswalk set back etc.

e Use students/interns to identify what use people are actually making of different areas
and compare it to planned use

e Transit travel times should be considered, to see if there are operational changes that
would assist bus operations
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Monitor collisions

Monitor time needed for vehicles to travel on this section of Yonge Street

Measure happiness, if you can

Need to think of the indirect effects of this work. Look at total time spent by commuters
because of longer travel times caused by reduced lanes, and the impact on the
merchants

Extend the length of the corridor to Steeles Avenue

It would be more logical to implement this proposal once Doris Ave extension is
completed

Monitor traffic flow into the West Lansing neighbourhood via Florence Ave and via
Poyntz Ave west of Beecroft Rd

Monitor the effect on adjacent streets due to all the parking spaces lost on Yonge Street
New public spaces may necessitate increased police presence and maintenance costs
Should slow condo development in the area, as it's creating more traffic issues

Accessibility, Mobility & Transportation Infrastructure

Participants generally supported the proposed lane reduction and removal of on-street parking
along Yonge Street in order to provide additional space for pedestrians and cyclists, however
some were concerned that this could increase congestion on Yonge Street, Doris Avenue, and
Beecroft Avenue. Safety and accessibility remained priorities.

Support the proposed lane reduction

Important to focus on increasing safety and minimizing collisions between vehicles and
pedestrians. Suggest reducing the corner radius at intersections to slow vehicles and
further protect pedestrians

Support bike lanes and moving the parking to parking bays is a good idea, but am
concerned about the traffic flow during rush hours

Cars have no place on a busy street such as Yonge St. There is such terrible congestion
along that particular stretch of Yonge St. that | seldom go north of the 401, preferring to
go south or over to Avenue Rd to shop

Please include gentle speed humps conducive to cars going 50km/h or less throughout
Unfortunate that 6 travel lanes will remain in the south part of the study area. The report
does not make a strong case as to why these are necessary.

Encourage use of transit instead of driving

Need to maintain easy access for emergency services vehicles

Challenging to turn left onto Doris Ave, which could be helped with additional traffic lights
Suggest adding traffic lights at Ellerslie Ave.

Include advanced signage advertising no left turns at Sheppard Ave and advising of the
preferred alternatives to access Sheppard Ave

For pedestrian/cyclist safety, red light cameras should be outfitted, and right turns on red
lights should be banned (to protect the pedestrian right of way)

Suggest adding a traffic lane especially for catering trucks as a lot of those trucks
currently park on the side of the street and cause traffic jams

Consideration should be given to longer light timing, and longer turning signals

Travel lane widths should be reduced; 3.2m is too wide

Yield signs for cars making right hand turns onto side streets and at intersections across
both bike and pedestrian lanes plus maintaining highlighted lines would help avoid
collisions.
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e On-street parking on Yonge is not needed, as there is sufficient parking underground
and on side streets

e Removing on-street parking will improve traffic flow

e Need to ensure there is sufficient parking for people working in the area

e Suggest removing parking on Beecroft Rd as well

e Create parking structure at Sheppard and Yonge

e Suggest removing parking on Hillcrest Ave

e Only allow deliveries in off-peak hours

¢ Encourage implementation of technology to direct traffic and advise of available parking.
The same technology could allow for constant monitoring of parking usage and
availability.

e Provide method to extend paid parking without physically having to return to your vehicle

o Preferred the option that included lay-by parking for transit and service vehicles

¢ Change Green P parking lots to multi-story parking garages

¢ Advanced green turning signals are needed at intersections along Yonge St.

e Suggest providing gaps in the median to allow EMS vehicles to mount them if needed

e When will Beecroft Rd be extended?

e Suggest aligning Bishop Ave / Hendon Ave

e Suggest adding lights at Yonge St/ Hollywood Ave

¢ Additional pedestrian crossings will create more stop-and-go traffic and encourage

idling, which will negatively affect the environment

Concerned that traffic will worsen with additional residential developments in the area

e Concerned that a reduction in lanes will cause further traffic congestion

e Concerned about possible traffic implications for Beecroft Rd, Doris Ave, and Bayview
Ave

e Since the improvements are being stopped at Avondale and Florence and not being
carried further south, significant additional traffic infiltration into the West Lansing
neighbourhood to the west of Yonge (south of Sheppard) is inevitable. Florence Ave will
become essentially an infiltration thoroughfare instead of a residential street. Extreme
traffic calming measures (road narrowing, speed humps etc.) would be required to
reduce this risk.

e The only viable options are to either a) retain the left turns at Sheppard, with or without
the removal of the streetscape improvements south of Sheppard, or b) extend the
streetscape improvements all the way south to the 401, pushing traffic problems back
onto the provincial highway

e The elimination of turning lanes at key intersection like Yonge and Sheppard will force
traffic turning activity into the surrounding neighbourhoods

e There is a need for some parking laybys for food trucks in strategic locations, ie. In Mel
Lastman Square

e No on-street parking would be problematic for the Farmer's Market
Provide safe zones for passenger drop off near all subway entrances

o Need to consider accessibility and safety. North York Centre station is one of a few
subway stations beyond downtown Toronto where the Wheel Trans Stop is on the street
at the accessible entrance to the subway station as opposed to the Stop being on the
Bus Platform in the station. At North York Centre station, it is difficult to access the
Wheel Trans vehicle because the area in front of this accessible entrance has parking
spots during off-peak hours and/or snowbanks. The REimagining Yonge Street study is
planning to locate a bike lane there between the sidewalk and the traffic lane. This
creates a safety and accessibility concern for Wheel Trans customers entering/exiting
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the vehicles at this top because they are crossing through an active bike lane.
Incorporate the TTC Wheel Trans Stop access to the accessible entrance of North York
Centre subway station at 5095 Yonge Street that is safe for Wheel Trans customers and
Wheel Trans service providers.

4B balances the needs of drivers, pedestrians, cyclists very well, while allowing easier
maintenance than other options (aside from 4A). One lane each side is gone, but most
of the time it is occupied by parking.

To get an idea what Yonge from Sheppard to Finch will look like with reduced traffic
lanes, try to drive through the bottleneck at Mel Lastman Square during the Farmer's
Market, when food trucks have reduced the three lanes going south by 33%

Already difficult to turn at EImhurst Ave with existing traffic congestion

Beecroft Rd is not an alternative to Yonge St. as the speed limit is 40 km/h and drops to
30 km/h

Concerned about traffic impacts of prohibiting turns at Sheppard Ave.

Concerned about additional crossings slowing traffic down

Adding on-street spots on Beecroft Rd will further restrict capacity of Beecroft Rd which
is already congested in peak hours and at times in off-peak hours

Concerned that no on-street parking on Yonge St. will negatively impact local
businesses

Add parking without impacting existing parking along Yonge Street, as this was originally
created through infrastructure investments by taxpayers

Would angled parking on one side provide more spots?

Believe that many of the privately owned surface parking lots cited in the project as
alternatives to Yonge Street on-street parking are only temporary until developments are
approved, so they should not be included as a long term parking solutions

The TTC recently separated the 97 Yonge route into two bus routes; there is no longer a
single bus from Steeles to downtown. This willingness to cut the city into sections must
be resisted, as it leads to further rationalizations for piecemeal bike and pedestrian
routes.

More evidence is needed on traffic impacts before a decision can be made

Yonge St. function well for the last 70 years, do not destroy what works

This EA format has been rushed and doesn't adequately examine the consequences,
especially with relation to elimination of traffic lanes on Yonge Street and how that will
impact the surrounding communities

The traffic study does not take into consideration the realities of planning decisions in the
province of Ontario wherein the Ontario Municipal Board regularly overrides City of
Toronto’s Official Plan. These numerous decisions over the past 20 years have resulted
in disproportionate residential condominium development in North York and more
specifically the immediate vicinity of the West Lansing Community.

Natural Environment

Participants were supportive of planting additional trees to enhance the pedestrian environment
and air quality. However, some participants were concerned that the proposed placement and
maintenance of trees would not be sufficient to protect their health.

Important to encourage reduction of air pollution through reduction of cars

Wind tunnels should be considered when developing the planting plan

Trees require a much greater amount of space than what is available here. They can
become visual and physical obstacles and could be a safety hazard. Also they create
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too much shade and are high maintenance. Introduce plants and flowers in containers
on light poles, other poles, above arches and on buildings.

The trees in the median suffer early deaths due to greater stress, and are a waste of
money

Concerned about trees in median hindering visibility

If we are to spend money on trees, they should be planted at the sides of the road, not in
the middle

Cycling and Walking

Participants were generally supportive of wider sidewalks, pedestrian amenities, and dedicated
cycling facilities, seeing these as amenities that can lead to a more vibrant public realm. Some
suggestions were made to improve pedestrian and cyclist crossings.

Wider sidewalks enhance walkability

Support additional pedestrian crossings

Pedestrian traffic in this corridor has grown exponentially over the last several years,
driven mainly by the concentration of high rise condominiums, so wider sidewalks are
needed

Support wider sidewalks and trees

Wider sidewalks and landscape medians will mean shorter crossing distances for
pedestrians.

The current sidewalks are cluttered and crowded

There are no safe bicycle or pedestrian routes across the 401 within the central area of
the city. All existing paths require people to have to look behind them in order to cross
ramps. At Yonge St, there is no signage clearly indicating that a person has to cross the
street twice in order to get past the 401.

Kempford Blvd intersection light timing is very long and needs to be adjusted to allow
more time for pedestrians to cross

Students often jaywalk on Doris Ave south of Empress Ave, may warrant a crosswalk
The addition of separated bike lanes is forward looking

Support bike lane separated from traffic and pedestrians

Bicycle safety and connectivity to the subway is a priority

A bi-directional bike lane may save space

Would prefer a barrier separating the cycling lane

Consider installing bike parking intermittently between tree plantings

In favour of bike lanes continuing along the entire length of Yonge St

| spend two months of the year in Europe and | see how bikes and dedicated lanes
benefit a city

| prefer the separated bike facility between rows of trees (4G) as cars sometimes do not
observe or respect bike lanes, so safety can be an issue

As a road cyclist with thin tires | worry about having to navigate up and down curved
ramped curbs at every street crossing, increasing the potential for crashes. | would
prefer separated bike lanes level with the road to avoid these potential road hazards
which would only be multiplied in inclement weather

Limiting left hand turning lanes is a good idea to keep traffic flowing and limiting car to
bike, and car to pedestrian collisions

The key problem will be how to take the bike lanes south of Florence Ave under the 401.
This should be seen as a priority, as right now the 401 is an impenetrable cycling barrier,
there is no safe option to travel south of the 401 within 5 km of Yonge Street
Concerned about vehicles and delivery trucks possibly driving onto cycle track to park
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¢ Concerned about pedestrians walking on the cycle track
Heavy trucks should not be permitted to drive in the lane adjacent to the cycle track

e Small changes have a strong impact on how the intersections function. Suggest trying
new intersection designs (ie Dutch protected intersection example) at a few intersection
to allow for trial and monitoring, and allow time for the community to get used to a new
design

e Suggest following the design of the bike paths on Eglinton west of Jane

e 1.5m cycle track is not wide enough
There should be enough space between parked cars and the bike lane so that cyclists
can't be doored

e Include covered bike parking

e Signal timings should also ensure that pedestrians and cyclists get a green ahead of
drivers to minimize conflict

e Additional bike locks are needed

o Bike parking on the backs of the outdoor seating is a way to serve two functions with the
same piece of furniture

e Plan a bike share/rental location near Avondale Park

e Bike lanes should have low speed regulations
Please ensure cycle tracks are not blended like on Sherbourne, but rather properly
raised

¢ Wayfinding from the Finch TTC Station to hydro corridor trail needs to be clarified

e Protected intersection should be included at Yonge and Sheppard, providing more
visibility for cyclists, more queuing space for turning cyclists, and less awkward turning
movement

o People jaywalk in front of Mel Lastman Square, which could warrant a crosswalk

e Current plans provide no left turn accommodations, no protected intersections, and high
conflicts with turning vehicles. This might serve existing low volumes, but not future
growth or mode shift.

e Bishop Ave / Hendon Ave near Yonge St is very busy during rush hours and the way

cars turn in and out of parking and pick-up areas is highly unsafe, suggest not adding a

trail there

Do not agree with this plan because not many pedestrians use Yonge Street

Sidewalks are sufficiently wide enough currently

Would prefer bike lanes on Willowdale Ave to keep traffic moving on Yonge St

This isn’t downtown (i.e. Bloor St. or Queen's Quay), people won't cycle here

People won't cycle in the winter, so dedicated cycle tracks are not needed

Concerned about ability for vehicles to drop-off and pick-up with a bicycle lane

Will there be any signage promoting the Koreatown retail area to help draw cyclists into

the businesses, as car volumes are reduced? Bicycle themed art and cultural elements

can play a pivotal role in encouraging people to bike and buy in the area

e Are there opportunities for new underground pedestrian connections (on the east side of
Yonge Street north of Sheppard, and north-south across Finch Avenue)?

e The plan may only be popular with the minority amount of bicyclists for only 7 months of
the year, and be brutal for the cars and trucks that use this route 12 months of the year

Cultural Heritage & Built Heritage Resources
Comments did not focus on heritage during this phase, however some participants noted they
were supportive of recognizing existing heritage features.
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Costs

Maintain and highlight the remaining historical features of the area

Some participants sought more detailed information on cost estimates associated with the
project, and some were concerned that the proposed design would be expensive to implement.

The estimated costs of each design option should be shared

Concerned about the total cost of this project

Concerned that there won't be enough funds to properly maintain median plantings
The City should spend additional funds on maintaining existing infrastructure instead of
reconstructing Yonge Street. We cannot maintain what we already have.

Constructability & Utilities
Participants expressed a desire for an efficient construction schedule.

It would be great to start as soon as possible

Will utilities interfere with proposed increase in trees?

Make construction efficient and as quick as possible

Ensure the Mel Lastman Square work is finished by spring so it doesn't interfere with the
market and festivals

Can access via Leona Dr be opened temporarily if traffic congestion becomes onerous
during construction?

Planning: Vision and ldentity

Participants were excited about the proposed improvements to the Yonge Street corridor and
felt that these would create a more inviting and beautiful neighbourhood. There was support for
the proposed redesigns of Mel Lastman Square, Olive Square, and the Joseph Shepard Federal
Building.

Very impressed with the design

This will add considerable liveliness, safety, beauty and cultural possibilities

It's about time for this

The aesthetics of the preferred plan are nailed, it looks fantastic

This should be a model for other, similar EA projects throughout the city and region. This
plan makes me want to move to the area

The broadening of sidewalks and landscaping increases the vibrancy of the street's
pedestrian use and with it commercial and retail sustainability

Support the integration of public space, culture and heritage built space, and pedestrian
and cycle paths with the street

Would like this area to feel like a downtown

Our world needs more trees, more bikes, more public transport usage, less cars, and
better walking opportunities

In general, this is a significant step forward for Toronto, and this project could be a
template to improve our suburban streets

Everyone's needs and dreams are considered

More seating on the sidewalk is needed, facing away from traffic

Use planters instead of trees in the median to provide more protection

Need more patios, less cars

Very good opportunities to bring public space to the forefront of Yonge Street

Support using Olive Square as a major visual part of a gateway into North York Centre
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e Support the integration of Olive Square into the streetscape
Olive square is a good public space that more pedestrians should know about. Bring the
square to the other side of the road and add seating opportunities

e Support improvements for Mel Lastman Square

¢ Design aspects that further integrate Mel Lastman Square at the street level elevation
are welcome.

o Mel Lastman Square: removable median is a great idea to enlarge public space when
needed. Add more covered areas inside the square for comfortable seating

¢ It will be nice to make the stretch of Yonge St. in front of Mel Lastman Square more
pedestrian friendly and feel more like part of the square

e The design for Mel Lastman Square looks more open and inviting, like the painted circle
that suggests where people could gather for major events/street festivals

e Support for improvements to the Joseph Shepard Federal Building Public spaces should
be well-lit

e The busy Joseph Shepard Federal building area could use prominent public space, and
perhaps a subway entrance

¢ | like that much of the courtyard in front of the Federal building is raised and joined to the
sidewalk to form a public space next to Yonge St.

o Joseph Shepard Federal building area needs more trees

e Like the lay-by parking option at the Joseph Shepard Federal building area. If it were
integrated into the design elsewhere it would ease traffic congestion considerably.

¢ The pillar in the centre median at the Joseph Shepard Federal building is a nice addition
as it symbolizes one end of North York Centre. There should be an identical pillar at the
north end around Finch Ave.

e Suggest creating additional small parkettes

¢ Need to build some small, stylishly designed kiosks to serve coffee and pastries and
some outdoor tables to draw people into these spaces

o These public spaces should provide sufficient garbage, recycling and compost
containers

e Please consider the elderly, people with strollers, and people in wheelchairs. Smooth
ground surface with anti-slip features would help keep the space enjoyable for people of
all ages

¢ The parks should include small tables for shared meals and games

e Like tying in public spaces across the corridor with the use of pavers. This also lends
itself to the potential of closing off the Yonge St. to automobile traffic and diverting traffic
around it via Doris and Beacroft for public holiday/ weekend events

¢ Mel Lastman Square presents accessibility and safety challenges, which should be
addressed in new design
Suggest extending the median across the plaza area at Mel Lastman Square

e Provide free street parking on weekends and easier access to the library at Mel Lastman
Square

e Suggest making the pedestrian crossings between Mel Lastman Square and the mall
more apparent to ensure that it is very easy to see by drivers, even at night

e At Mel Lastman Square move the tree barrier on the right to the other side of the bike
lane to separate cyclists from vehicles

e It would be fantastic to purchase the small building at the south east corner and add that
to the existing Olive Square space

e Add some community activities to Olive Square (similar to the ping-pong tables at Mel
Lastman Square) to draw people to the park
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Olive Square needs good lighting

Need to make Olive Square more intentional and appealing

Olive Square should become more European looking

Dislike that there doesn't seem to be separation between car lane and bike lane in Olive

Square

¢ Enhanced street crossings and the right-of-way turning lane features could decrease the
likelihood of traffic jams and speeding, and increase pedestrian crossing safety in Olive
Square

¢ Include wider sidewalks along Olive Square

e At Olive Square consider installing the median with trees between the bike lane and the
car lane

o The sidewalk on the east side of the Joseph Shepard Federal building looks very
narrow. There is a lot of pedestrian traffic here and there may be pedestrian/bike
conflicts with pedestrians mistakenly spilling over into the cycle track

e Suggest a monument to soldiers in the Joseph Shepard Federal building area

Landmarks or signs making the Joseph Shepard Federal building area explicit for new

visitors would encourage greater use of the space

Public spaces need to be well lit so people feel safe walking day or night

Include different seating options: rocks, low walls, benches, tables etc.

Need more shaded areas, less concrete. Consider replacing concrete areas with grass.

No raised flower boxes/containers or other obstructions

Need more space for restaurants, cafes, with patios like in Europe.

Improve streetscape south of Sheppard Ave for the thousands of residents south of

Avondale Ave. We need safe, welcoming pathways to encourage walking and cycling to

this new, exciting Yonge St.

People won't sit at patios along Yonge St. because it feels like a highway

Suggest extending median further along Yonge St

Provide maps on Yonge advertising parks and features along Beecroft Rd and Doris Ave

At Yonge and Wellesley there are bronze maps with the surrounding streets and

landmarks embedded into the sidewalk. We could do something similar here.

The public benches between the cycling and pedestrian paths is a great idea

Support public art in the median

Median should be narrower, with the room being used to widen sidewalks further

Concerned that the median could encourage jaywalking

Medians are costly

Prefer eliminating the median and using the space to widen sidewalks

Street trees and furniture can be added without reducing traffic lanes

Since the paved space at Olive Square is rectangular, it doesn't separate this area as

well from the other parts of the street. Also, the existence of the left-turn lane and narrow

median makes the space look more car-dominated than it should be.

¢ Mel Lastman Square is successful currently, no need to change it

Concept for Joseph Shepard Federal building area looks barren, not encouraging for

more people to sit or be active together

Concerned about unwanted activity occurring in public spaces

Sufficient seating at the Joseph Shepard Federal Building currently

No additional trees required at Mel Lastman Square, as it is already sufficiently shaded

The proposed Mel Lastman Square design extends the square onto Yonge Street and

encourages jaywalking
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e Concerned about the possible impacts on locally-owned Persian and Korean businesses
along Yonge Street

Opportunities for Design Excellence
Comments during this phase did not focus on design excellence. However, some participants
expressed desires to create better connections between the pedestrian realm and the buildings
along Yonge Street, and to improve building facades.
¢ Buildings facing Yonge Street should have the street level entrance designed to permit
maximum pedestrian access
¢ Create signage standards for retail stores, including size, colours, template, monitoring
etc.
e The Joseph Shepard Federal building should be replaced

Comments on Public Consultation Process
The project team solicited feedback on the consultation process through the comment card.

Highlights include:
o 77% of respondents found communications materials easy to understand
e 87% of respondents felt informed and engaged
o 63% of respondents felt their comments and questions were addressed by the project
team

Additional comments:

o | am thrilled at the level of interest from residents and the City's efforts to engage and
listen. It's a model for other renewal projects

e Well done

o The pace is faster than most EAs, which is actually satisfying to see (plan has been
updated twice based on consultation in under six months)

e Appreciate the presence of senior managers at meetings

e The public forums were great for access to planners, understanding challenges and
projects underway in the area, where some areas seem stalled. Even though the
conversation sometimes strayed from the specific focus of this project, | think it was
beneficial to all. Perhaps ongoing neighbourhood discussions can happen.

e Pleased to see this project is being developed and that the planners are working the
feedback into their designs. Please continue to keep the community apprised of the
developments in this project. Appreciate the chance to provide feedback.

e Glad to be given the opportunity to participate

¢ Online comment forms are the way to go! It's much more convenient than evening open
houses

e Just want to say you guys have done a wonderful job
Thanks for taking the time, | hope my feedback helps

o | appreciated the effort in involving the community and the various plans that were drawn
up
Flyer was very helpful with the pics of 4 options. | was happy to get it.

o All of the comments which I've provided during the consultation process have been
addressed by the staff
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¢ Public Open House an excellent way to get feedback. Am happy that feedback is able to
be done online. But | found that | had to read everything twice to understand what is
being said, so | think this could have been made easier.

¢ I'm happy with the consultations in general, and the speed has been good (not too fast)
for me

e Thank you for engaging the community on this important civic improvement

e It was fun and informative to meet and speak with everyone and | appreciated the
opportunity

¢ | do appreciate that all of you took the time to meet with the people (myself included) and
shared the vision rather than just tender out contracts to construction companies

e | support the process of consultation that is being used for this project. | appreciate the
guality of the presentations available online.

¢ Notices should include translations to all languages instead of just Korean, Farsi, and

Chinese

I had difficulty comparing the designs and figuring out the pros and cons.

Could have been a bit more simple as to the number of things you wanted feedback on

In communications make note that online feedback is available too

The city should publish comments online

There needs to be more consultation

Acknowledgement of comments would be preferred

| would have preferred more clear diagrams
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