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Tkaronto (Toronto) Land Acknowledgement

This meeting is being hosted on the traditional  

territory of many nations including the  

Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg,

the  Chippewa,

the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat

peoples  and is now home to many diverse

First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.

We also acknowledge that Toronto is

covered  by Treaty 13,

signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit  

and the Williams Treaties signed with  

multiple Mississaugas and Chippewa

bands.

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-human-

rights/indigenous-affairs-office/

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-human-rights/indigenous-affairs-office/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-human-rights/indigenous-affairs-office/


COVID and Variants

 COVID is a viral infection that mainly affect the lungs and may 

continue to impact the brain, lungs and heart for months after 

recovering.  

 A variant is a change (or mutation) in the COVID-19 virus.

 Variants tend to spread more quickly and can lead to more severe 

illness, including the need for hospitalization or death - especially in 

people who have not been vaccinated.

 Omicron BA.5 is the dominant variant in Toronto and Ontario 

driving the 7th wave.



Waste Water Surveillance: Keeping Track of 

COVID-19 in the Community 

Retrieved September 22, 2022 from: Public Health Ontario

 Wastewater surveillance is one 

method to monitor the presence of 

COVID-19 in a community.

 It doesn’t determine the number of 

cases of COVID-19 in the community 

but can generally identify if virus 

activity is increasing or decreasing.

 Toronto waste water monitoring can 

be found at:

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-pandemic-

data/covid-19-wastewater-surveillance/

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Images/OPHESAC-Science-Table/COVID-19-Wastewater-Signals/en/province-wastewater-graphic.png?sc_lang=en&h=624&w=1002&hash=6D9C4E2FB397353FDE2120216A4962F4
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-pandemic-data/covid-19-wastewater-surveillance/


COVID hospitalizations – 0 to 4 yr olds had slightly more 
hospitalizations compared to older children

Counts and rates of cumulative hospitalizations among COVID cases by age group in Ontario as 

of September 10, 2022

Data Source: Public Health Ontario website, extracted September 

22, 2022  (11:10 AM). 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Infectious-Disease/COVID-19-Data-Surveillance/COVID-19-Data-Tool?tab=ageSex


Hospitalization data for young children:

Toronto & Ontario

In Toronto:

• 188 children under the age of 5 have been hospitalized due to COVID

• 13 have been admitted to ICU

• 2 have died 

Based on data as of August 23,2022 (TPH)

In Ontario:

• 1,179 children under the age of 5 have been hospitalized due to COVID

Based on data as of August 13,2022: Ontario COVID-19 Data Tool—Public Health Ontario

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Data-and-Analysis/Infectious-Disease/COVID-19-Data-Surveillance/COVID-19-Data-Tool?tab=ageSex


Over 12,000 ages 6 months to 4 years have 

received their 1st dose in Toronto

COVID-19: Vaccine Dashboard accessed on September 21, 2022

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-pandemic-data/covid-19-vaccine-data/


COVID-19 Vaccine : Children 6 months to 

under 5 years Old

• On July 14, 2022, Health Canada approved the use of pediatric Moderna

Spikevax mRNA COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 6 months to 5 years.

• Health Canada performed a thorough review and determined that the 

benefits of this vaccine outweigh the risks for children in this age 

group.

• NACI, Health Canada and the Public Health Agency of Canada will 

continue to closely monitor the safety of this vaccine, and will take 

action if any safety concerns are identified.

Summary of National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) Statement of 

July 14, 2022

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/naci-summary-july-14-2022.pdf


Pediatric Pfizer Bio-Tech approved for 
children 6 months to under 5 years

• On September 9, 2022  Health Canada approved Pfizer BioNTech

Comirnaty (3 mcg) for use in this age group.

• Health Canada performed a thorough review and determined that the 

benefits of this vaccine outweigh the risks for children in this age group.

• 3 dose primary series: first 2 doses given 21 days apart followed by a third 

dose given 8 weeks after the second dose.

• Anticipated to be available in Ontario sometime this week.

Government of Canada-Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccine

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizer-biontech.html


Vaccine Side Effects in young children

• Common COVID-19 side effects seen in young children are similar to those 

seem in adults.

• Usually mild and go away within 1 to 3 days.

• They include:

• *Fever and chills

• Sore arm near the injection site

• Feeling tired 

• Headache

• Achy muscles or joints

* Rates of fever greater than 38°C among vaccine recipients were consistent with other commonly 

used and recommended pediatric vaccines. Observed within 7 days after first and second dose.

Moderna News Release- March 23, 2022 & NACI statement Recommendations on the use of Moderna Spikevax

COVID-19 vaccine in children 6 months to 5 years of age

https://s29.q4cdn.com/435878511/files/doc_news/2022/03/23/Moderna-Announces-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-23-Study-in-Children-6-Months-to-Under-6-Years-Has-Successfully-Met-Its-Primary-Endpoint-2022.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-moderna-spikevax-covid-19-vaccine-children-6-months-5-years.pdf


WHAT IS IN THE PEDIATRIC COVID-19 VACCINE?
Same as older children, youth and adult vaccine

Product/Vaccine Monographs - https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html




Benefits of Staying Up to Date with Vaccines for

Children of All Ages

Staying up to date (primary series & boosters, when eligible) is important because 
vaccines:

• Are safe and work with other measures to protect children and those around 
them.

• Safer return to child care settings/schools, and other activities.

• Help children to avoid hospitalization due to COVID

• Provide protection from long COVID, even if they get a COVID infection while 
vaccinated.

• Provide protection ahead of the upcoming respiratory virus season.



Where can children get vaccinated?

TPH :Vaccination Clinics for 6 months to under 5 years old

• Appointments are required at most vaccine clinics for children under 5 years old

• Appointments not required for children aged 5+ at most vaccine clinics

• Check before you go to see if they offer vaccines for under 5 or if appointments needed

Mass Immunization 

Clinics

Hospitals/ Specialized 

accommodations Clinics

Pharmacies, Family 

Health Teams/ 

Primary Care 

Providers

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-for-infants-children-youth/covid-19-vaccines-for-6-months-to-under-5/accordion=vaccination-clinics


Supporting Parents 

Encourage parents to:

Have a positive attitude about getting vaccinated

Explain to their child what to expect before the vaccination 

appointment

Have child choose a favourite blanket, stuffed animal, a book or toy 

that will distract or bring comfort during the appointment

Share their positive personal experiences and stories

Get vaccinated as a family

COVID-19: Vaccines for 6 Months to Under 5 Years old – City of Toronto

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-for-infants-children-youth/covid-19-vaccines-for-6-months-to-under-5/accordion=vaccination-clinics


LINK

Having a positive vaccine experience

LINK

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/8e81-tph-making-vaccines-easier-baby.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/96ad-tph-making-vaccines-easier-toddler.pdf


Fall Booster Dose Recommendations

• COVID infection and/or vaccine acquired immunity decreases over time.

• Waning immunity especially with Omicron subvariants – reinfections occur

• Fall booster doses are recommended, especially those at risk for getting very sick 

from COVID, to get stronger protection.

• NACI also recommends a fall booster dose for children, youth and adults 

(especially high risk individuals), to be prepared for the expected increase. 

• If you recently had COVID you can get a booster after 3 to 6 months to get a better 

immune response.
NACI Advisory Committee Statement:  Interim guidance on planning considerations for 

Fall 2022 COVID-19  Booster Program (June 29, 2022)

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/naci-guidance-planning-fall-2022-covid-19-vaccine-booster.pdf




Moderna Spikevax® Bivalent COVID Vaccine

• On September 1, 2022 Health Canada authorized for use as the first bivalent (original 

and Omicron containing) COVID vaccine.

• Approved as a COVID booster in adults ages 18+.

• Clinical trial results showed vaccine triggers a strong immune response against both 

Omicron and the original virus strain. 

• Also found a good immune response against the Omicron BA.1, BA.4 and BA.5 

variants. 

• No new safety signals or vaccine-related cases of myocarditis or pericarditis were 

observed in the clinical trials with booster dose of Moderna Spikevax® Bivalent (50 mcg).

NACI Statement: Recommendations on the use of bi-valent Moderna Bivalent Vaccine (September 1, 

2022)

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-bivalent-Omicron-containing-mrna-covid-19-vaccines.pdf


Pfizer BioNTech Bivalent (BA.4/5) Vaccine

• The Pfizer-BioNTech bivalent vaccine is being reviewed by Health 

Canada.

• It targets the BA.4/5 Omicron variant.

• It has been approved in the USA for 12 years of age and older.

• No evidence to date comparing the two different bivalent vaccines, 

and both are likely to provide strong protection to Omicron variants.





Getting Vaccinated and Staying up to date

Up to date means a person has received all recommended COVID

vaccine doses, including any booster dose(s) when eligible.

• Vaccines continue to provide the best protection against COVID 

and the variants, including Omicron.

• Visit City of Toronto - COVID-19: Vaccine Eligibility & Doses to 

see the recommended times to get COVID vaccines including 

booster(s).

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-doses/


Ontario's Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule

TPH - Immunization for Preschoolers

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/immunization-for-preschoolers/


Monkeypox is a virus not related to the virus that 

causes COVID

• First case in Toronto May 20, 2022,  number of new cases has been decreasing

• Total Cases: 491,* 99% of confirmed cases are male 

• Vaccines given: over 25,000** doses

*as of Sept 22, 2022

** as of Sept 14 2022

Symptoms include:

• Fever, headache, muscle aches, swollen lymph nodes and a rash. 

• The rash and/or sores start 1-3 days after the fever.

• Anyone can contract monkeypox, but during this outbreak, gay, bisexual, and men who have sex 

with men have been affected.

• In Toronto there are no cases in children; one youth case (17 year old male who reported sex 

with same sex).

• There is currently a low risk of exposure for children and youth in Toronto.



Resource available 

for childcare, schools and 

parents

LINK

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/8fd7-Differences-between-Monkeypox-Sept-2022.pdf


Ontario’s Masking Guidance

 Masks are not required at the start of the school year.

 Well-fitted, high-quality masks protect ourselves and others from COVID and 

respiratory infections.

 Recommended for 10 days from the first day after any symptom started, even if test 

negative or did not test for COVID.

 Special consideration for: 

 Anyone who is at higher risk of getting very sick from a respiratory virus 

 Anyone who lives, works or spends time with someone who is at higher risk, 

such as someone who has a weak immune system or is a senior. 

 In indoor public settings especially if they are crowded or have poor ventilation. 



2022-23 School Year – Ontario’s Fall Preparedness

Goal 

To provide students with a normal return to school, on time and with 
the full school experience including all extracurricular activities.

School measures from Ministry of Education and Health to support 
in-person learning:

• Good hand hygiene

• Stay up-to-date with vaccinations

• Screen daily with updated screening tool

• Stay home when sick

• Enhanced cleaning procedures 

• Improved ventilation

• Availability of high-quality masks for students and staff



2022-23 School Year – Ontario’s Fall Preparedness

 The Ministries of Health and Education will continue to monitor key indicators 

and the broader situation across the province to assess the need for public 

health and workplace safety measures 

 Schools are advised to be prepared in case various measures need to be 

reintroduced should a new variant emerge or if cases of Covid-19 and other 

respiratory issues significantly rises during the winter months



*New* School and Childcare Screening Tool 

based on Provincial Guidance

LINK

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/95ea-Screening-poster-retail-entrance-TPH.pdf


School and Childcare Screening Tool based on 

Provincial Guidance



Schools & Childcare Reporting of Reportable 

Diseases and Increased Absenteeism

Back 
to 
School 
Health 
and 
Safety 
Measu
res –
COVID
-19

 If schools/childcare settings suspect or 
have confirmation of a disease of public 
health significance or an absence rate in a 
daycare above what is typically 
experienced at that time. 

Report to Toronto Public Health -
Communicable Disease Notification Unit 
at 416-392-7411 during business hours 
Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.





Vaccine Resources

 Ministry of Health Vaccine Information Centre 

o1-833-943-3900. 7 days/week from 8am-8pm

 Scarborough Health Network: VaxFacts Clinic

oOne-to-One phone consultation with a Doctor to answer questions about COVID-

19 vaccines, treatments, and other vaccines

oDon’t have to be a Scarborough resident

oBook an appointment online or call 416-438-2911 ext. 5738

 SickKids Hospital: COVID-19 Vaccine Consult Service

oBy phone appointment only (youth 12+ or a parent/caregiver of a child or youth)

oAvailable in multiple languages, using over-the-phone language interpretation 

oBook online or call 437-881-3505

https://www.shn.ca/VaxFacts
https://www.sickkids.ca/en/care-services/support-services/covid-19-vaccine-consult/#book


Health Connect Ontario - 811

 Connect with a Registered Nurse day or night for free, secure and 

confidential health advice.

 Check your symptoms, get health advice with referrals to local & specialized 

services as needed and access to a medical library.

 OHIP not needed.  Anonymous calls accepted.

 Refugee Health Hotline calls are now redirected automatically to 811

Online (including live chat): Ontario.ca/healthconnectontario

Call: 811 or toll free TTY line 1-866-797-0007

Ontario.ca/healthconnectontario


From: Science Up First Twitter page



Feedback Survey: COVID-19 Vaccine Webinar 

• Thank you for attending this session!

• Please take a few minutes share your feedback about this COVID 

vaccination webinar with us by using this link:

https://s.tphsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=286267&h=BF3A606731635E9&l=en

• Your feedback will be used to help us understand how useful the session 

was, improve future webinars and will not be identifiable.

https://s.tphsurvey.chkmkt.com/?e=286267&h=BF3A606731635E9&l=en


Questions?
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