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Toronto Public Health (TPH) School Immunization Program for Grade 7/8 Students 
Frequently Asked Questions  

1. What are the School Immunization Program (SIP) vaccines?  

• The SIP vaccines include:  
o Hepatitis B vaccine (prevents liver disease and cancer), 
o Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine (prevents cancers), and 
o Meningococcal vaccines (prevents meningitis). 

• See the hepatitis B, human papillomavirus (HPV), and meningococcal-
quadrivalent vaccine fact sheets for more information. 

2. Can students still attend school without getting the SIP vaccines?  

• Under Ontario’s Immunization of School Pupil Act (ISPA), all students are required 
to be up-to-date with the meningococcal vaccine or have a valid exemption to avoid 
school suspension.  

• Hepatitis B and human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines are highly recommended 
because they prevent cancers, but are voluntary for school attendance.  

3. My child already received a meningococcal vaccine. Do they need another one? 

• There are two different meningococcal vaccines that are part of Ontario’s publicly 
funded immunization schedule. The meningococcal-C vaccine (Men-C-C) (trade 
names: Menjugate, NeisVac) is for children under 12 years of age, and is usually 
given at the age of one. The Meningococcal-quadrivalent vaccine (ACYW-135)
(trade names: Menactra, Menveo, Nimenrix) is for students in grade 7 to 12, and is 
given through SIP. 

• The Meningococcal-quadrivalent vaccine (ACYW-135) vaccine or a valid exemption 
is required for students 12 years of age and older to attend school, even if your child 
has already gotten a meningococcal-C (Men-C-C) vaccine.

4. Is it safe for my child to receive all three vaccines on the same day? 

• Yes, it is safe for your child to receive all three vaccines on the same day. The 
vaccines are safe, effective and well tolerated. 

5. Who is eligible for the vaccines offered through the School Immunization 
Program? 

• Current students in grades 7 to 12 are eligible for the Meningococcal ACYW-135, 
hepatitis B and HPV vaccines regardless of their age.  

• Visit our webpage for more details on SIP vaccine eligibility. 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/hepatitis-b-vaccine-fact-sheet/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/meningococcal-a-c-y-w-135-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/meningococcal-a-c-y-w-135-vaccine/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90i01
https://www.ontario.ca/page/vaccines-children-school#section-4
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/8e99-tph-immunization-schedule-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/8e99-tph-immunization-schedule-May-2018.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/meningococcal-a-c-y-w-135-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/meningococcal-a-c-y-w-135-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/?accordion=eligibility
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6. How can my child get these vaccines? Do I need to book an appointment?  

• School-based clinics: 

o TPH is holding SIP clinics for the 2023/2024 school year. These clinics are 
on-site, at schools, during school hours. No appointment is needed.

o All students in grade 7, and students in grade 8 who are behind on 
meningococcal, hepatitis B and human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines, can 
get these vaccines at their school’s vaccine clinics.  

o Students and families are encouraged to check with their school or view 
upcoming clinic locations through the SIP webpage.

7. My child did not get the SIP vaccines through a school-based clinic. Where can 
they get these vaccines? 

• Students in grades 7-12 who did not get all their SIP vaccines at a school-based 
clinic (for example, if they were or are a virtual learner, if they missed the clinic, or if 
a clinic was not offered at their school): 

•  Make an appointment with your health care provider:  

o Health care providers can order vaccines from TPH to vaccinate their eligible 
patients.  

o If you do not have a health care provider please contact Health Care 
Connect for information and assistance. 

o If your child receives a vaccine from their healthcare provider, please report 
their vaccinations to TPH. Health care providers do not do this for you. 

• If your child is uninsured: 

o People who are not insured can reach out to a Community Health Centre 
(CHC) to receive health services. We recommend you call in advance to 
confirm vaccination services are available.

• For more information about where to get vaccinated, visit Toronto.ca/immunization

8. Which schools will host a SIP clinic?  

• SIP clinics will operate at elementary and middle schools across Toronto.  

• The schedule for SIP clinics can be found on our webpage.  

9. What are the hours for the clinics?  

• School clinics will be held on-site, during school hours. Information on when the 
clinic will run will be provided by your school. 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/#:%7E:text=Free%20hepatitis%20B%2C%20human%20papillomavirus,school%20to%20grade%207%20students.
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/information-for-healthcare-professionals/immunization-and-vaccine-info-for-health-professionals/online-vaccine-order-form/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-family-doctor-or-nurse-practitioner#section-1
https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-family-doctor-or-nurse-practitioner#section-1
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/?accordion=report-vaccinations-to-toronto-public-health
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/?accordion=report-vaccinations-to-toronto-public-health
https://cuias.org/wp/clinics-for-uninsured-people/
https://cuias.org/wp/clinics-for-uninsured-people/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/
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10. Can students from other schools attend another school’s clinic? 

• No. These school-based clinics are offered during school hours, and therefore are 
only offered to students who attend the host school. These clinics are not open to 
the public.  

11. How should parents/guardians and students prepare for the clinic?  

• Review the hepatitis B, human papillomavirus (HPV), and meningococcal vaccine 
pamphlet. For more information, you can also review the hepatitis B, human 
papillomavirus (HPV), and meningococcal-quadrivalent vaccine factsheets. 

• Complete, sign and return the School Immunization Consent Form: 

o Students in grade 7 were given the consent package to take home. For grade 
7 students, complete and return the consent form, even if you do not want 
your child to be vaccinated. 

o Students in grade 8 were not given the consent package to take home. For 
grade 8 students, print off, complete and return the consent form only if you 
want your child to be vaccinated. You may also request a copy of the consent 
form from your child’s school.  

o For more information about how to complete the consent form, please review 
the SIP Checklist. 

• On the day of the clinic, students should: 
o Eat a snack before the clinic and wear a short sleeve shirt. 
o Wear a mask.  

12. I do not know if my child has received these vaccines. How can I find out?  

• In Ontario, these vaccines are usually given for free by public health to students in 
grade 7 and 8.  

• Your child may have gotten one of these vaccines before, for example if you 
purchased the vaccine for them to travel or if they were vaccinated in another 
country. 

• To find out if your child has received these vaccines, you can look at your child's 
yellow card or vaccination record.  

• If you are unable to find your child's record, this information may be available 
through: 

o Your child's health care provider,   
o Immunization Connect (ICON), where you can access or report your child's 

immunization information, or 
o A TPH staff member such as a nurse can check if your child’s record is on 

file; TPH will only have record of vaccines given by TPH. 
• If you think your child may have already gotten these vaccines, complete the 

information on the consent form, or if possible, bring a copy of their immunization 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/958b-School-ImmunizationVaccine-FactSheets.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/958b-School-ImmunizationVaccine-FactSheets.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/hepatitis-b-vaccine-fact-sheet/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/diseases-medications-vaccines/meningococcal-a-c-y-w-135-vaccine/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/953b-SIPConsentFormSeptember29EN.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/85e8-School-Immunizationfactschecklist.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/respiratory-viruses/covid-19/reduce-respiratory-virus-spread-guide/?accordion=face-masks-respirators
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/report-student-immunization/immunization-connect/
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records to the clinic. If the records are not in English, please provide a translated 
version.  

• If you are unsure which vaccines your child needs, please still sign and return 
your child's consent form. TPH will determine if your child is up-to-date with their 
vaccinations or if additional doses are needed. 

13. Can parents/guardians select which vaccine(s) their child will receive?  

• Yes. Each vaccine is dosed separately, so parents/guardians can choose which of 
the vaccines their child will receive. 

• On the consent form, check off “Yes” for each vaccine you give permission for your 
child to receive or “No” for the vaccines you do not give permission for your child to 
receive.

• For students in grade 7, please still sign and return your child's consent form, 
even if you do not want your child to get vaccinated. 

14. What are the common side effects of SIP vaccines?  

• The vaccines are safe, effective and well tolerated. Reactions are usually mild. 
Common side-effects include pain and redness where the vaccine was given, 
headache, fever, dizziness, nausea or feeling faint shortly after receiving the 
vaccine.  

• In rare cases, serious allergic reactions such as trouble breathing, rash, swelling in 
the throat and face may occur.  

• Allergic reactions can be treated and are usually temporary. Public health nurses 
will observe students for 15 minutes after vaccination for any reactions.  

• There are no long-term side-effects or chronic medical conditions associated with 
these vaccines.  

15. Can students who have had a previous allergic reaction to a vaccine be 
immunized at this clinic?  

• No. Students who have had a serious allergic reaction to any vaccine in the past 
should contact their healthcare provider and should not receive a vaccine at the 
school clinic. 

16. I have more questions about the SIP vaccines.  Who can I speak to?  
• You can speak to your child’s primary health care provider. 

• You can book an appointment with the Scarborough Health Network’s VaxFacts+ 
Clinic to have a one-to-one phone consultation with a doctor. For more about this 
service, visit SHN.ca/VaxFacts. The telephone consultations are offered in more 
than 200 languages.

https://www.shn.ca/vaxfacts/
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17. How do I report my child's immunizations to TPH? 

• Every time your child receives a vaccine from their health care provider or a public 
health unit outside of Ontario, report your child's vaccination(s) to TPH online 
through Immunization Connect (ICON).  

• You do not need to report vaccines you/your child received from TPH (for example, 
at a School Immunization Program clinic. They are automatically recorded by public 
health. 

Visit Report Student Vaccination (ISPA) for more information on submitting your child’s 
vaccination information. 

18. Will COVID-19 vaccines be offered at this clinic? 

• No. Only the SIP vaccines for grades 7 and 8 students (meningococcal ACYW135, 
hepatitis B and human papillomavirus vaccines) are being offered at these clinics.

19. Where can my child get vaccinated for COVID-19? 

• Parents/guardians can get their child vaccinated for COVID-19, including the 
pediatric COVID-19 vaccine, at some pharmacies, and some family doctors. 

• Visit COVID-19: Vaccines for Infants, Children & Youth to learn more about COVID-
19 vaccines for children.  

• For more information about where to get vaccinated, visit Toronto.ca/immunization

20. Where can I find more information about SIP?  

• Please visit our website for more information on about SIP.  
• For additional support, please call TPH: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Monday – Friday at 

416-338-7600 or email PublicHealth@toronto.ca

21. How do I fill out the consent forms? 

• To see examples of complete and incomplete consent forms, please refer to the 
pages below. 

• For more information about how to complete the consent form, please also  review 
the SIP Checklist

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/report-student-immunization/immunization-connect/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/school-immunization-program/#:%7E:text=Free%20hepatitis%20B%2C%20human%20papillomavirus,school%20to%20grade%207%20students.
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/report-student-vaccination/immunization-connect/
https://www.ontario.ca/vaccine-locations
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-vaccines/covid-19-vaccines-for-infants-children-youth/covid-19-vaccines-for-6-months-to-under-5/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/immunization/get-immunized-children-youth/grade-7-vaccination-program/
mailto:PublicHealth@toronto.ca
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/85e8-School-Immunizationfactschecklist.pdf
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Sample A: Incomplete Consent Form 

X 
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Sample B: Complete Consent Form 

 
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