
Moss Park Park Improvements & 
John Innes Community Recreation 
Centre Replacement

Open House 

June 20, 2022

5:30 – 8:00 PM 



Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the 

traditional territory of many nations including the 

Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, 

the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples and is now 

home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis 

peoples. We also acknowledge that Toronto is covered by 

Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit.
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gGoals for this Meetin

• Provide an update on Moss

Park park Improvements &

John Innes Community

Recreation Centre

Replacement project

• Provide some background

and context for the project

• Present draft principles and

big moves



Agenda

Introductions 

Project Background

Park Improvements

Community Recreation Centre Redesign 

Engagement and what we have heard to date

(Questions of clarification)

Draft Principles and Big Moves 

Next Steps + Adjournthank 
you!
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Project Team

Daniel Fusca, Manager, Public 

Consultation, Parks, Forestry & 

Recreation

Pablo Muñoz, Senior Public 

Consultation Coordinator, Parks, 

Forestry & Recreation

Suzanne Cooke-Wooland, CP 

Capital Lead, Parks, Forestry & 

Recreation

Nancy Chater, CP Capital Lead, 

Parks, Forestry & Recreation

Nadia Galati, Principal and 

Engagement Lead

Trina Moyan Bell 

Indigenous Engagement 

Lead

Dr. Alex Abramovich 

Strategic Advisor

David Leinster, Principal, 

Landscape Architecture

Jennifer Williamson, 

Project Manager, 

Landscape Architecture

Brian Porter, Principal

Matthew Hickey, 

Partner

Chris Burbidge, 

Principal in Charge

Krista Clark, 

Project Manager, 

Viktors Jaunkalns, 

Design Lead, 
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Project Background 
Timeline and Context 
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Policies and Strategies

City Planning 

Parks and Facilities   
Social Policies Public Health 

Overdose Prevention and 

Response  

Commitments 

with Indigenous 

Communities 

Commitments with 

Black, African and 

Caribbean 

Communities 
7



Project Timeline

More Moss 
Park 

2015: Initial reimagining of 

Moss Park began as a 

partnership between the City 

of Toronto, The 519 and a 

philanthropic partner. 

Engagement and feasibility 

study conducted.

Report Released

Report included engagement 

with 2,500 people and a 

feasibility study. Project 

deemed not feasible.

Facilities Master 
Plan 

2019: City Council 

adopts the 

implementation 

strategy for the Parks 

& Recreation Facilities 

Master Plan with 

amendments

Project Kick Off

TODAY: The City is 

analyzing what’s been 

done to date, and is 

getting ready to listen 

and gather more local 

ideas and experiences. 

The project is led and 

funded by the Parks, 

Forestry and Recreation 

department within the 

City of Toronto.

Confirm Vision 

Summer to Fall 2022 

Confirm the 

community’s visions

Early Design 
Ideas

Fall 2022 - Spring 2023 

Develop and present 

conceptual designs for 

feedback 

Preferred 
Design

Winter - Spring 2023

Finalize designs and 

approvals

Construction 

Spring 2024
Procurement of construction services

Summer 2024 to Fall 2027
Construct community recreation centre

Spring 2027 to Fall 2029
Park construction
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Project Context

2016: More Moss Park

Who

Partnership between The 519 and The City of Toronto 

What

• Redevelop John Innes Community Recreation Centre 

• Social services co-located within the building

• Proposed relocation of C.R.C.

• Redevelop Moss Park Arena 

• Improve the park space around them

Goals

Improve facilities, programs and services, and create new buildings and 

spaces that are welcoming, equitable and accessible for all.

2021: Moss Park Improvements & John Innes C.R.C. 
Redevelopment

Who

The City of Toronto Parks, Forestry and Recreation Division

What 

• Redevelop John Innes Community Recreation Centre

• Focus on recreation rather than social services 

• New building has a smaller footprint than 2016 feasibility 

study design, but a larger footprint than the current building 

• Remodelling of exterior of Moss Park Arena

• Extensive improvements to Moss Park

Goals 

Build on learnings from the More Moss Park process to improve 

facilities, programs and services, and to create new buildings and 

spaces that are welcoming, equitable and accessible for all.NOTE: This project only reached the 

feasibility study and engagement phases. 
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Key Project Components

Major Park 
Improvements 

Extensive park 

improvements with 

passive and active 

recreation amenities

Supporting 

equity-deserving

groups in park and 

recreation programs

Integrate Indigenous 

placekeeping elements 

New Community 
Recreation Centre

Double gym

2 Pools

Multi-use community 
space

Upgrades to Arena

Exterior Upgrades

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: Every project component will be 

shaped by the public input collected through the process.
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What is Open for Influence
What will be included:
COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTRE (C.R.C.)

• A 25-metre 6 lane lap pool

• A leisure/tot pool

• Community, multi-use space

• double gymnasium with a mezzanine running track

• Fitness studios

• Dance studio

• Common & administrative areas, including a large Lobby

• WIFI access throughout

• Gender-neutral washrooms and change rooms

• A green roof or rooftop community access – to be determined

• Service spaces

PARK

•• PPassivassive & e & AActivctive Re Recrecreation eation Amenities including plaAmenities including playygrground, splash pad,ound, splash pad,

ccommunityommunity gar gardens, dens, walking paths, otherwalking paths, other f featureatures es TBD such as TBD such as tennis,tennis,

baskbasketball etc.etball etc.

• Safety - sight lines, lighting, animation to create more eyes on the park

• Flexible, multi-use spaces for different activities

• Consider Food security & urban agriculture

• Indigenous Place-keeping elements

• Input from local Indigenous communities

• Enhance ecological and social sustainability and resilience of the park

• Broader connectivity to parks and public realm network

What we can collaborate on: 
COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTRE (C.R.C.)

▪ Opportunities for the included program in the Community Recreation Centre,

such as program interrelationships, flexibility of uses, and relationships to the

park

▪ Community multi-purpose room(s) features and uses

▪ Lane pool features and uses

▪ Leisure/tot pool features and uses

▪ Rooftop features and uses

▪ Lobby features and uses

▪ Program adjacencies

▪ Opportunities for key safety features, such as sight lines, visibility, and views

 PARK

•• OOpportunities fpportunities foror park impr park improovvements, including seating & gathering arements, including seating & gathering areaseas

• Opportunities for recreation amenities, such as playground, splash pad,

community garden, walking paths, tennis, basketball, etc.

• Indigenous placekeeping (to be discussed with local Indigenous communities)

• Opportunities for key safety features, such as sight lines & lighting

• Selection of initiatives to support food security and urban agriculture

• Initiatives to support ecological & social sustainability & resilience of the park
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Moss Park park 
improvements
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Timeline

CITY SCHEDULE 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

Consultant RFP
Consultation
CRC/Park SD/DD
CRC/Park CD
CRC Construction
CRC Open-Public 
Park Construction

Metrolinx SCHEDULE

Mx Construction

w
e 

ar
e 
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re



Staging Plan



Site History



Indigenous History



Indigenous History



• Indigenous Anishnawbe Health Toronto
• Miziwi Biik
• Nishnawbe Homes Inc.
• Council Fire
• Toronto Aboriginal Support Services
• Native Canadian Centre Of Toronto
• Native Child And Family Services Toronto
• Ontario Federation Of Indigenous Peoples
• Aboriginal Business Resource Centre
• Aboriginal Legal Services
• Native Women’s Resource Centre
• Ojiibikaan Indigenous Cultural Centre
• First Nations House
• Metis Training Initiatives
• Wigwamen Housing
• Urban Indigenous Education Centre

CONTEMPORARY  
URBAN INDIGENOUS

ANISHNAWBE HEALTH TORONTO

MIZIWI BIIK 


NISHNAWBE HOMES INC.

COUNCIL FIRE


TORONTO ABORIGINAL SUPPORT SERVICES

NATIVE CANADIAN CENTRE OF TORONTO


NATIVE CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES TORONTO

ONTARIO FEDERATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES


ABORIGINAL BUSINESS RESOURCE CENTRE

ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICES


NATIVE WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTRE

OJIIBIKAAN INDIGENOUS CULTURAL CENTRE


FIRST NATIONS HOUSE

METIS TRAINING INITIATIVES


WIGWAMEN HOUSING

URBAN INDIGENOUS EDUCATION CENTRE 

Contemporary Urban Indigenous



Post-Contact History

1842

CRM Lab
Archæological Services

Heritage Management

Boulton, 1858

Stage 1 Archaeological Background Study 2016
Moss Park - 150 Sherbourne Street, Toronto
FIGURE A4: Early to mid 19th Century Mapping of the Study Area - various scales
        

Approximate Location & 
Configuration of Study Area
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Browne, 1862 Wadsworth & Unwin, 1872 Gross’ Bird’s Eye View, 1876

Philpotts, 1818

MMoossss  PPaarrkk  ––  115500  SShheerrbboouurrnnee  SSttrreeeett  
Revitalization Feasibility Study 

SSttaaggee  11  AArrcchhaaeeoollooggiiccaall  BBaacckkggrroouunndd  SSttuuddyy  ––  CCiittyy  ooff  TToorroonnttoo,,  OOnnttaarriioo  
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Plate B14:  “Moss Park” August 28, 1926 (Fonds 200, Series 372, Subseries 52, Item 1296) 
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MMoossss  PPaarrkk  ––  115500  SShheerrbboouurrnnee  SSttrreeeett  
Revitalization Feasibility Study 
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Plate B17:  “Moss Park June 17, 1931 (Fonds 200, Series 372, Subseries 52, Item 1471) 
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Planning & Policy Context



Planning & Policy Context

168

Imagine the Garden District’s streets and surrounding 
parks and open spaces as a connected system where 
large, mature trees and immersive gardens can 
be experienced in the urban setting. Connect and 
green the district by blending streets with parks and 

public spaces (e.g. Jarvis Terrace at Allan Gardens). 
Implement a minimum 6.0-metre green setback on 
Jarvis Street’s east and west edges, creating a green 
spine for the district. Create green street, laneway and 
mid-block connections. Remove commercial boulevard 

The Garden District
Revitalize the Garden District Park District by 
connecting the discrete parks, streetscapes and open 
spaces into a coherent whole including integrating and 
celebrating the area’s heritage character and promoting 
community life.

TRANSFORMATIVE IDEA  4.  PARK DISTRICTS

The Garden District, Proposed Concept

  CONCEPTUAL RENDERING
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• The relationship of Moss Park to 
the Garden District as its southern 
landscaped terminus connected to 
Allan Gardens shall be conserved

• Views along Pembroke Street 
looking northward from Moss 
Park to Allan Gardens and looking 
southward from Allan Gardens to 
Moss Park shall be conserved.

• The historic Moss Park Creek 
(its alignment and topography), 
First Nations land uses and the 
historic Moss Park Estate should be 
commemorated.

DOWNTOWN PARKS & PUBLIC REALM PLAN (2018) GARDEN DISTRICT HERITAGE CONSERVATION DISTRICT PLAN (2021)



Metrolinx Project - Ontario Line (2022-2029)



Reconciliation Action Plan (2022)

2022-2032 
Reconciliation 
Action Plan  

Our Common 
Grounds
Incorporating Indigenous place-making in 
Toronto’s parks and public realm

Re: AA12.5



Early Observations



Moss Park - Quick Facts

Moss 
Park

200m

17
5m

2.7
hectares
(6.7 acres)

175 x 
200
metres



Map of Parks in the Area

N

Moss Park

10 MIN

5 MIN

400m 800m

St James Park

Courthouse Square Park

Market Lane Park
Toronto Sculpture Garden

David Crombie Park

Allan Gardens

Arena Gardens

Orphans Green Dog Park

Little Trinity Church

Ontario Street Parkette

Berczy Park

Sackville Playground

Toronto Metropolitan University 
Community Park

King Street 

Queen Street E

Dundas Street E

Gerrard Street E

Gardiner Expy

Yonge Street

U
niversity Ave

Church Street

Parliam
ent Street

College Street 



Park Amenities in the Area

N

Moss Park

10 MIN

5 MIN

St James Park

Courthouse Square Park
Market Lane Park

Toronto Sculpture Garden

David Crombie Park

Allan Gardens

Arena Gardens

Orphans Green Dog Park

Little Trinity Church

Ontario Street Parkette

Berczy Park

Sackville Playground

Toronto Metropolitan University 
Community Park

King Street 

Queen Street E

Dundas Street E

Gerrard Street E

Gardiner Expy

Yonge Street

U
niversity Ave

Church Street

Parliam
ent Street

College Street 

Seating Areas

Sports Areas

Playground

Picnic Tables/Shelter

Parking Lots

Bike Racks

Lighting

Pool/Fountain

Washroom

Pavilion

Recreational Center

Wheelchair-accessible Entrance



Off Leash Areas

N

Moss Park

Off-leash Areas

10 MIN

5 MIN

St James Park

Courthouse Square Park

Market Lane Park
Toronto Sculpture Garden

David Crombie Park

Allan Gardens

Toronto Metropolitan University 
Community Park

Arena Gardens

Orphans Green Dog Park

Little Trinity Church

Ontario Street Parkette

Berczy Park

Sackville Playground

King Street 

Queen Street E

Dundas Street E

Gerrard Street E

Gardiner Expy

Yonge Street

U
niversity Ave

Church Street

Parliam
ent Street

College Street 



Community Gardens

N

King Street 

Queen Street E

Dundas Street E

Gerrard Street E

Gardiner Expy

Yonge Street

U
niversity Ave

Church Street

Parliam
ent Street

College Street 

Moss Park

WINCHESTER JR&SR PS SCHOOL RIVERDALE FARM COMMUNITY GARDEN

RIVERDALE ACRES(TCHC)

REGENT PARK NORTH (TCHC)

184 RIVER ST (REGENT PARK CFC)

295 GERRARD ST (REGENT 
PARK CFC)

259 SUMACH GARDEN
REGENT PARK NORTH (TCHC)

HEATHERCREST PARK COMMUNITY
GARDEN

TORONTO ISLAND SAILING CLUB 
COMMUNITY GARDEN

GLEN ROAD GARDEN

25 MUTUAL STREET(TCHC)

SHERBOURNE SHUTER SACKVILLE PARK COMMUNAL GARDEN

GREEN ROOFS FOR HEALTHY CITIES

ST LAWRENCE CRC/PRINCESS PARK CHILDREN’S PLAY GARDEN

CENTER’S D’ACCEUIL HERITAGE GARDEN HARMONY GARDEN

SCADDING AVENUE (TCHC)

PRINCESS PAR CHILDREN’S PLAY GARDEN

REGENT PARK COMMUNAL GARDEN

GREEN THUMBS GROWING KIDS

140 THE ESPLANADE (TCHC)

 THE ESPLANADE (TCHC)

 DONVALE MANOR (TCHC)

REGENT PARK NORTH (TCHC)

DIANE FRANKLING 
COMMUNITY GARDEN

WINCHESTER SQUARE

WINCHESTER SQUARE PARK 
COMMUNITY GARDEN

REGENT PARK SOUTH

REGENT PARK MULTI GARDEN

ALLAN GARDENS CHILDREN’S 
CONSERVATORY

ALLAN GARDENS CHILDREN’S 
CONSERVATORY

145 MUTUAL STREET

TORONTO METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY
URBAN FARM COMMUNITY GARDEN

St James Park
Cloud Gardens

Market Lane Park

Berczy Park

David Crombie Park

Sugar Beach Park

Sherbourne Common

Corktown Common

Allan Gardens

Toronto Metropolitan University 
Community Park

Larry Sefton Park

Toronto City Hall

Arena Gardens

Regent Park Running Track

Regent Park

Sumach-Shuter Parkette

Riverdale park

Winchester park

Parliament Square Park

Sackville Playground

Toronto Parks Community Gardens

Public Housing Community Gardens

Other Community Gardens

Allotment Gardens

School amd Children’s Gardens

Rooftop Gardens

Greenhouses

Beehives

Orchards

Other Urban AG Business

Organizations



Early Observations
• Entry feature at the 

corner of Shuter 
and Sherbourne

• Visual and physical 
connection to 
Pembroke Street 
green corridor

• Strong visual 
connection to 
residential edge

• Existing mature 
trees along Shuter 
Street



Important Considerations for 
One of the Big Moves in the 
Park



Potential Park Amenity Relationships
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Potential Circulation
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Baseball Diamond Relationships
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• The baseball field generated a mixed response during 
previous consultation

• Some local residents use it regularly, including a league 
organized by the City in partnership with local social 
service agencies

• Current permit users notes it is less than regulation size, 
and that they get interrupted by people walking through 
the park. They are considering playing elsewhere.

• We've heard that night time activation is valuable as a 
safety feature



Baseball Diamond Relationships
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• The baseball field generated a mixed response during 
previous consultation

• Some local residents use it regularly, including a league 
organized by the City in partnership with local social 
service agencies

• Current permit users notes it is less than regulation size, 
and that they get interrupted by people walking through 
the park. They are considering playing elsewhere.

• We've heard that night time activation is valuable as a 
safety feature



John Innes Community 
Recreation Centre 
Replacement 
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What We’ve Heard 
to Date

26



Key Insights So Far

• Overall enthusiasm about facilities and park redevelopment.

• Interest in how the redevelopment can balance the needs of local residents and regional users.

• Concern about disruption and displacement of services during construction.

• Food security should be an important consideration and is an opportunity for

community-building.

• Desire for a more open and accessible park and C.R.C. that is welcoming to everyone.

• Desire for more flexible, multi-use spaces for different activities.

• Safety is a priority for everyone including that of vulnerable populations such as those

experiencing homelessness.

• Redevelopment must continue to include Indigenous people and organizations to shape the

program design moving forward.

• Current park users should feel welcome and able to use the park and Community Recreation

Centre in the future.

• The engagement process needs to be proactive, actively and regularly reaching out to public

and stakeholders via email and other appropriate channels.

• This includes reaching out to unhoused communities and Indigenous communities in

appropriate ways.



What Will Make this Project Successful?

The Park and Community Recreation Centre will 

serve as a gathering place for an array of people, 

communities and experiences. 

The project will be a success if the diversity of 

community members who use the Park and 

Community Recreation Centre today as well as future 

community members – feel interested, welcome, and 

safe to use these amenities in the future. 



How People Will 
Shape the Project
How public, rights holders and stakeholders’ 

participation and input will shape the future of 

Moss Park and the John Innes C.R.C.
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Engagement Goals

1. Equity-focused, trauma-informed,
and collaborative

2. Deliberative, transparent and creative

3. Communicative and grassroots

4. Digital and ‘in-person’

5. Flexible and Open



Anticipated Public Engagement Timeline

1 SET THE STAGE

2021 to Summer 2022

Introduce the project, 

explain the process and lay 

the project groundwork.

• Stakeholder Interviews

2 CONFIRM THE VISION

Summer 2022

Revisit More Moss Park findings and explore 

how things have changed since 2015. Better 

understand evolving local issues and how the 

project can best support local needs. Confirm 

the project Vision, Principles, and Big Moves.

• Indigenous Engagement: May 2022

onwards

• Project Champion  Meeting #1: June 13 2022

• Local Advisory Group (L.A.G.) Meeting #1:

June 13 2022

• Public Meeting: June 20 2022

• L.A.G. Meeting #2: Aug. 2022

• Project Champions Meeting #2: Aug. 2022

• School Engagement: Sept./Oct. 2022

• Pop-ups: Sept./Oct. 2022

3 EARLY DESIGN IDEAS

Fall 2022 to Spring 2023

Use what we learn in Phase 2 to 

start developing ideas for park 

amenities and concepts for the new 

C.R.C. (i.e., entrance locations, etc.).

Review ideas with community and

revise ideas based on feedback.

• Project Champions Meeting #3:

Oct. 2022

• LAG Meeting #3: Oct. 2022

• Indigenous Engagement: ongoing

• School Engagement: Jan./Feb.

2023

• Pop-ups: March/April 2023

• Public Open House: April 2023

4 FINAL DESIGN

Spring 2023

Work on plans and designs for Moss 

Park and the John Innes C.R.C.. 

Review ideas with the community 

and revise plans and designs based 

on feedback.

• Project Champions Meeting #4:

March 2023

• LAG Meeting #4: March 2023

• Indigenous Engagement: ongoing

• Public Open House: May 2023

Engagement 
Activities

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT THROUGHOUT: Project website, online surveys, local communications campaign, project newsletters, etc.

Design will respond to 
what is learned through 
engagement

Set the Stage Confirm the Vision Early Design Ideas Final Design
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Advisors

Moss Park Community 

Local Advisory 
Group

Local stakeholders including 

residents, members of nearby 

businesses, service providers, 

community groups and 

organizations operating within 

the vicinity of the park.

Project 
Champions 

Champions are community leaders 

that will help us connect with 

communities who are often not 

included in formal planning processes 

for example, people experiencing 

homelessness, communities for 

whom English is not their first 

language, single parents and/or youth. 

Right Holders

The project team will share 

project updates and consult 

with local right holders at 

every phase of the project. 

City Staff

City staff will advise the 

project, ensure that the 

ideas explored are feasible, 

as well as ensure that the  

project aligns with broader 

initiatives and strategies.



Local Advisory Group

9,700+
invitations sent within 

1 km of site

29,000 
# of people within 1 mile of 

site who saw a social 

media ad

58
Volunteers from the 

community

17
People selected

33



Local Advisory Group

RESIDENT MEMBERS (17) ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTED

- Garden District Residents Association

- Sojourn House

- Building Roots

- Metrolinx Community Liaison Committee

- Walk Toronto

…and more organizations to be added soon.
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Project Champions

• Project Champions are paid community leaders with strong 

relationships with Moss Park. The team of champions will 

help engage and consult park and community recreation 

centre users and gather their insights for the project.

• The goal of the champions is to connect with communities 

who are often not included in formal planning processes for 

example, people experiencing homelessness, communities 

for whom English is not their first language, single parents 

and/or youth.

• Currently there are 4 Project Champions, with more to be 

added in the coming weeks.
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Indigenous Engagement



Questions?
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Draft Principles and 
Big Moves
(breakout rooms)
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Draft Design Principles

1. Ensure the design of the C.R.C. and park supports equity, belonging

and inclusion.

2. Ensure the C.R.C. and Park are accessible to all.

3. Create a space that makes safety for all users a priority.

4. Design an open, permeable and transparent environment.

5. Maximize, enhance and improve green spaces.

6. Celebrate and share information about the Indigenous history and

character of Moss Park.

7. Contribute to food security.

8. Be sustainable and carbon-neutral.



Preliminary Big Moves 

1. Maintain a large area of open parkland with frontages onto Queen and Shuter by building the new C.R.C. along Sherbourne St, over 
the existing footprint.

2. Establish a cohesive design language between the C.R.C. and the Arena and a strong relationship between both buildings and the 
future Moss Park subway station.

3. Optimize opportunities for rooftop access to the new C.R.C.

4. Incorporate spaces for prayer and ceremony.

5. Ensure washroom access from the outside of the building.

6. Create a new urban gateway at Queen and Sherbourne.

7. Integrate Indigenous placekeeping throughout the park.

8. Establish a renewed urban canopy of trees on Queen Street to match the Shuter edge.

9. Maintain and enhance key pedestrian pathways and access points into the park.

10. Maintain and enhance existing permeable park edges and protect the existing urban canopy along Shuter Street.

11. Maintain the strong Sherbourne St. urban built-edge and enhance the relationship between the C.R.C./Arena/Park and Metrolinx 
Station with improved visual and physical connectivity and accessibility.

12. Remove the baseball diamond to accommodate a wider range of park uses.

13. Add a fenced, dedicated dogs off leash area to park to support growing number of residents with dogs in the intensifying 
neighbourhood, and to protect other park amenities and park users from conflicts with dogs.
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Thank you!
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