The Mid Humber Gap Multi-use Trail Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

The Feasibility Study, completed in 2019, identified four alternative trail alignment concepts.
Prior to commencing the MCEA, an additional concept was identified and a final sixth trail
concept was developed during the early stages of the project. As such, a total of six trail
alignment concepts were considered. These included trail routes exclusively within the
Humber River valley, on-road alignments, and hybrid concepts which included portions of the
trail in the valley and along the road. A “Do Nothing” scenario was also considered as a
comparison to the proposed concepts.

The six trail alignment concepts and “Do Nothing” scenario were subject to a high-level
screening to eliminate concepts that were less preferred based on a number of natural, socio-
cultural, financial, technical and public safety factors. Concepts selected to be brought forward
through this screening process undergo a more rigorous technical analysis, which forms the
basis of Chapter 7.

The screening was based primarily on information available through existing data sources,
using qualitative and quantitative measures, as outlined in the following below.

6.1.1 Description of Trail Alignment Concepts

The six trail concepts and “Do Nothing” scenario are described below and shown on Figure
6-1 through Figure 6-6.

Do Nothing: From the existing trail at Crawford-Jones Memorial Park, trail users exit the park
and travel along the road on Fairglen Crescent to Weston Road. They then travel south on
Weston Road using the sidewalk or existing traffic lines for cyclists to the Metrolinx rail bridge.
The staircase at Mallaby Park reconnects trail users to the lower valley and existing HRT.

New construction at the intersection of St. Philips and Weston Road in 2021 removed the right
turn channel lane and provided boulevard space for south-bound cyclists only to use for the
short segment just south of Humberview Crescent to Mallaby Park entrance/staircase.

Concept 1 (Full In-Valley Alignment): From the existing trail at Crawford-Jones Memorial
Park, users cross the Humber River via a new pedestrian-cycle bridge and follow a trail along
the western bank of the Humber River through the WGCC property. A second pedestrian-
cycle bridge is required over a small tributary south of the WGCC irrigation pond. The trail
then follows a steep valley wall around a deep bend in the Humber River. Due to the steep
slope, this section of trail would be a cantilevered boardwalk, anchored to the slope, along
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with significant armourstone retaining walls. A third pedestrian-cycle bridge would connect the
existing HRT on the east side of the river at Mallaby Park.

Concept 1A (Modified In-Valley Alignment): From Crawford-Jones Memorial Park, trail
users will cross the Humber River via a new pedestrian-cycle bridge. Users then follow a trail
along the west bank of the Humber River through WGCC property, similar to Concept 1. In
this concept, the second pedestrian-cycle bridge will be located upstream of the bend in the
Humber River near the irrigation pond to a connection point on land owned by a private land
trust on the east bank. A new trail through the land trust property will connect to the existing
HRT at Mallaby Park.

Concept 2 (Hybrid In-Valley/On-Road Alignment): The existing trail at Crawford-Jones
Memorial Park will be extended along the east bank of the Humber River. The steep valley
wall north of the rail bridge will require construction of a cantilevered boardwalk, a portion of
which would be constructed over an existing TRCA-owned armourstone retaining wall. At the
rail bridge, the trail will turn eastward along the northern edge of the rail corridor through lands
owned by Metrolinx to connect to Weston Rd. Trail users would cross below the rail bridge,
using a shared multi-use path for pedestrians and cyclists, and would then follow Humberview
Crescent. A new trail would be constructed along the top of the slope at the rear of the
properties on Humberview Crescent in a city-owned road right-of-way. This section of trail will
be bounded by two armourstone retaining walls due to the steep gradient in this area. The
staircase in Mallaby Park would be replaced with a switch-back ramp that connects trail users
to the lower valley and existing HRT.

Concept 2A (Modified Hybrid In-Valley/On-Road Alignment): A modified version of
Concept 2, where south of the rail bridge trail users will continue along the Weston Road,
using a modified shared multi-use trail for pedestrians and cyclists, beyond Humberview
Crescent to the existing path in the upper portion of Mallaby Park. The staircase in Mallaby
Park will be replaced with a switch back ramp that connects trail users to the lower valley and
existing HRT.

Concept 3 (On-Road Alignment): Trail users exit Crawford-Jones Memorial Park at Fairglen
Crescent using the road or new sidewalk that is to be constructed via a separate City project.
At Weston Road, the route will turn southward and utilize the existing sidewalk or shared
traffic lanes for cyclists to the rail bridge. Trail users would cross below the rail bridge using a
modified shared multi-use trail for pedestrians and cyclists and would then follow Humberview
Crescent. A new trail would be constructed along the top of the slope at the rear of the
properties on Humberview Crescent in a city-owned road right-of-way. This section of the trail
will be bounded by two armourstone retaining walls due to the steep gradient in this area. The
staircase in Mallaby Park would be replaced with a switch-back ramp that connects trail users
to the lower valley and existing HRT.
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Concept 3A (Modified On-Road Alignment): Trail users exit Crawford-Jones Memorial Park
at Fairglen Crescent using the road or the new sidewalk to be constructed via a separate City
project. Pedestrians would utilize the existing sidewalk, while cyclists would follow a new two-
way cycle track constructed on the west side of Weston Road. This would require
modifications to the existing lane configuration on Weston Road. The two-way cycle track
would end at the rail bridge where the existing sidewalk would be converted to a multi-use
trail. Improved safety features such as a guard rail would be installed to separate users from
adjacent vehicular traffic. A shared use trail (which allows for only southbound cyclist travel)
south of Humberview Crescent, was recently implemented by other City works at the
intersection of St. Philips and Weston Road but would still need to be further modified to allow
for pedestrians and two-way cyclist use to an existing path in the upper portion of Mallaby
Park. The staircase in Mallaby Park will be replaced with a switchback ramp that connects
trail users to the lower valley and the existing HRT.

City of Toronto in partnership with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 73



v.

Auoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuoio] ypm diysiauped ul ojuoo] Jo AJD

‘Juswubije Asjjea-ul |In4 — | 1deouo) -9 ainbi4
ER oo oS NOILOMALSNOD 04 LON
IO JEEAIELE0 U522 DUE G ae] sainoy |iel) Busixg oI
vouL| oo -
v ylempieog pesodoiy 3 Buusg Bunjsixy —y— ¢
LNIANS Ty AZTTRANI TN - L NOILD e AAISNHN 2 e ;
VO WTHL HIGNNH QI | s«.“ d d 9 |IBJ] BpRJO-1Y pesodold esECUEIS Aqziie " puaiay ] e wosmwrmn | o] e .

39d1dg ITO0AD-
NVIY1S303d a3s0dodd

anio
AYLNNOD ANY
47109 NOLS3IM

/ : 1¥MO¥Y08 Q3S0doHd
3Ioaid 3108 - !
NVI4L5303d 0350do¥d

TIVHL 3AVHO-1Y

L/
-

L¥3ATIND 3S0dONd

‘ ~ 390148 310D
| HIA HIAWNH —-NYRILSIAId 03SOJ0Nd

MIYMAYY0d d3S0doyd
MMV TYIMONIW
SIANOr-OHOAMYXD

LYH OL NOILLDINNOD

JusWSsassy |ejuswuoAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des Jequiny pIA 8yL



S/ Ajuoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuolo] ypum diysiauped ul ojuoio] Jo A)D
Juawublje Asjlea-ul paiipo - V| 1desuo) :g-9 aunbi4
zoed . e e SUIPARReKS: s NOILONYLSNOD ¥04 LON
S M oL sy (ledl Bupsixg oot
AFTTPANITINA AZIICC ._.Qw_hmo:q_ HEMpRag pesorcyl M OPUR PN S
VS VAL zum::I,Mm I Skt Iqsnelng e |IBJ1 BpRID-Ty pesodold 8sROIBIG ARllen — » o [
prvee pusfs] " ™ !

HaA ¥3SNNH

39018 IT10A-
NVI¥1S303d 0350d0¥d

an1o
AHLNNOD ONY
4709 NOLS3IM

M3AIN ¥IEANH

390148 F19AD
-NVI¥1S303d 03S040Nd

HuVYd TYRIOWIAN
SINOM-0HOIMYHI |

4H Ol NOILO3NNOD

JusWSsassy |ejuswiuoliAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des) Jequiny pIA 8yL



9/ Ajuoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuolo] ypum diysiauped ul ojuoio] Jo A)D

‘Juswubije peol-uo-As|eA ul pugAH — Z 1deouo) :g-9 aunbi4
] SUESSELRICEY NOILONYLSNOD 04 LON

——————r
. & o E“.,.Mmﬂmw% slempleog paisas|iLED = H
s Jsempieag pesadasg [ S@IN0d 12y Duisixg - (22222
ANTWNSTY Memepis Bunsix3 Buioua4 Bunsixy  —y—
OVORNOMITTHNI QBN - T L4I3N0D 4 i
leAL OPEID-TY pesodoid [ eseonElg AQRIBN — « — —— ey e SR

pusbia]

d¥9 TIVAL HIBWAH QN

MIVMONvYOd d380d0¥d

TIVAL 3AYHO-LY
an1d

AYLNNOD ANV
4709 NOLS3IM

HIAIN NIANNH

VL ;
a3y3ATTILNYD O3S0d40ud

WHYd TYIHMOWIN
SIANO-QUOAMYHD

JusWSsassy |ejuswiuoliAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des) Jequiny pIA 8yL



Ll Ajuoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuolo] ypum diysiauped ul ojuoio] Jo A)D

‘Juswubije peos-uo-AsjeA-ul pugAy payipo - Y 1dasuo) -9 ainbi4

e o PARHAIEREE = NOILONYLSNOD HO4 LON
A0 Vs F Pl HIEMPIEOE PBIBASIIUED T, Sitaes
WML, I siempleog pasodoly [ inoy 1ed) Bupsix3y 122073 Ny i
LNENNSITY QYORND > Wemaps Bunsxa Bupued Bupsig  —x— :
FASTTHANI QIEAH 11000 - v¢ LdSON0D KIUSNANK
d¥9 TIvHL HIFHNH QW : q 9 1121 8peIe-1y pesodo.d [ SSEUS AgeliEn iR e s p—

FET R EC AL

M1VMaNV0d a3sodoud >E_,w=_._m_% anv

4709 NOLSIM

HAAI H3GNNH

TIvHL e B
QaNIATTLINYD AIS0d0OHd

Mevd TYIHOWIW
SANOr-QHOMYYD

JusWSsassy |ejuswiuoliAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des) Jequiny pIA 8yL



ny uoieAlasuo) uoibay pue ojuolo] ypum diysiauped ul ojuoio] Jo AJID

Juawubije peol-uQ - ¢ ydesuo) -9 ainbi4
| NOILONMLSNOD 804 ION

|Ie)] peoy-Up pasodold I
Ylemaplg Bu

|leJL speID-ly pesado. 4

ana
AHLNNOD ONY
4702 NOLS3IM

o

/ g0 MAIAEIBNOH

S~

o S i
nm,.&.v.iw

HIAIY ¥3IFNNH

Muvd TYROWAN

Eb LI T e L1 4H OL NOLLD3NNOD

JusWSsassy |ejuswiuoliAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des) Jequiny pIA 8yL




6L Ajuoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuolo] ypum diysiauped ul ojuoio] Jo A)D
"Juswubije peol-uo payIpo - YE 1daouo?) :9-9 ainbi4
voon | | s AAPIEGES NOILONYLSNOD HO4 1ON
5 A i Lsawmﬁﬂ.ﬁﬂr |lBJ| peoy-uQ pesodold senoy el Bunsixg  tIIIiz — =
LNIHAND Y ; =Y wum,w%ﬂwwmwhmhw " Bupus4 Bunsixy  —y—
n«.ox‘zomww_.ﬂmﬁ_‘m_mmﬂwmm_o_m JATISNANT e Wewmpiaog pasodoly = esealelg Agelle |n_umm4 = s AR W

£ YNDIS DI44vL LSNra

-

 JnoY

w3 IaNNH

NOLLDASYILNI §dITTIHd LS

/NOLSIM OL STONVHD a3€ >E_ﬂﬁ_uoﬁ_z<
1NIOTH SAANTIINI “MHVd AGTIVIN

1¥ NOILOINNOD MTYMadY e
324149 vy WOH4 TIveL

Ty OL "SIHI NI1OHIv.
OVHLITOAD TYNOILOTNI
0 713ATT MIYMIAIS

YIAIY YIFNNH

Huvd TVIHOWIW
SIANOr-aHOAMYHD

JusWSsassy |ejuswiuoliAug sse|D jedioluniy Jied] asn-inj des) Jequiny pIA 8yL



08

AjLloyiny uonealasuod) uoibay pue ojuolo] yum diysiauped ul ojuolo] Jo Al

uoluido MJojwod pue ‘yuswAholus
1098)IYyoly adeospue] |euoIsSSajold e Jasn |leJ] ‘sonayisae |ied) uo JUsWIUOJIAUT
sojoyd Jiy e | uoluido aAneyenb ‘jeuoissejold an|e/ oneyisay |e1oos
uodau Alojuaaul [eaibojoig paAowal
leysaus] deg JaquinH pPIN o | aqg 0} uoneabaa uelledu Jo ealy
Buiddew uoneinbal YOl e 9sJnooJo)em 1ejiqey onenbe

sojoyd Jiy e B JO W Q€ Ulyum |ieJ; jo yibua uo sjoeduw|
uodau Alojuaaul [eaibojoig
|[euysalia | deo JaquinH pIN e
(VOY L ‘oHeluQ uoiewsoju| pue)
buiddew puepjam Aleuiwiold e Jayng pueam w Qg Ulyyim pue spuejjem 0}
sojoyd oy e puepem ybnouy |ies; Jo yibua sjoedw|
Spue|poom
sojoyd Jiy e | puejpoom ybnouyy |ied; jo yibus 0] sjoedw|

(5102 ‘pleuogoepy

NOW yoieH) vaoW Apms
Jamag yunu| Aiejues uolqly
syodal uonoadsul

ado|s |:z ueyy Jejealb
UHM spue| uo |iel} Jo yjbuaT

aInjonliseJjul suiABl SNOUEA e saJnseaw [0JJUOD UOIS0JID
sojoyd iy e jusuew.ad Joj Juswalinbau
Buiddew aseq oiydeibodo] e ay} Jo uoluido Bunsauibus Ajjigess yueq JUSWIUOJIAUT
eleq ¥var e [eo1uyoa}0ab [euoissa)oid 0] sjoedw| |eineN
jusuodwon
92in0g ejeq Jojeoipu| eLId)ID

|ejuaWuoIIAUg

BlUsjlI) UOKEN[EAT :|-9 a|qeL

"MO|3q -9 9|qe ] ul pajuasaid ale Bulusalds ay) JO awi} 8y} 1e 9|ge|ieAe S824n0s Bjep pue

SJO}EJIpUl ‘BLIBJIO Y| ‘|BOIUYDS) pUB ‘|eloueul) ‘{|eJUSWUOIIAUS SB UYons ‘Si0)oe} Jo AJaLieA e uo paseq ssaoo.d Bulusalos
ay} Joj yJomawel} ay} apianold 0] siapjoyayels pue dlignd ayj yim uolje}nsuod ul padojaAsp 849m SI0}edIpul pue Blaid
uonen|eA ‘ssasold Bupew-uoisiosp s|qionpoldal pue jualedsuel) ‘Jesjo e apinold 0} papudiul sI sseo0ld YIDIN dYL
s)}dasuo) jJuswubi|y |led] 10} S10}edIpU| puk BLId)IY) uollenjeA] Z°L°9

JUBWISSSSY |BlusWIUOIIAUT SSe|D |ediDiunpy [led] asn-nnj desy Jaquiny pIA 8yl



18

Aoyiny uonealasuo) uoibay pue ojuoio] yum diysisuped ul ojuoio] Jo A)D

uoluido Busauibus |euolssajold

so]ew}se 1500 Aleulwijaid
By} 8sealoul p|nod Yyoiym
SJ0}JOB} UMOUYUN JO 8duUasald

sajeuwisa
1500 Aleuiwijaud
j10 Ajgeley

uoneJlolsal
UO 3]eWINSd 1S02 |9A3]-ybiy
108)IYy0Jy adeospue] |euoissajold
$)1S09 uonisinboe

Auadoud |enusyod jo sajewnse
|]oaal-ybiy ojuoio] jo AN
Buiddew Aiepunoq Auedoid

spue|

ajeAld Jo uoneloysal ‘saseyoind
pue| ajdwis 83} ‘sjuswiases
Buipnjoul ‘sjuswalinbal Aliadoud
ajeAld ylIm pajeIoosse s)so)

Auedoud ayeand
YlIM pajeloosse
S1S0D

uonejuaswa|dwi

1deouoo pasodoud

pue ubisap uo ajewss 109 ay} Jo uone|eisul pue Buniwiad slojoe4
[9A8]-ybiy s Joaulbu] jeuoissajold e | ‘ubisap pajielap 4o} s1S09 |ende) S1s09 |eynde) [eloueul
$82JN0Sal
4 Xipuaddy ul papiaoid abejliay
(1202 ‘YDOHL) Juswssassy $924n0sal abejliay [eanyno
|eoibojoseyoly | abeys e | 0} Ajwixold uiyym jiesy Jo uoiod 0} syoedw|
4 xipuaddy ui papiaoid |enusjod $921N0sal
(1202 ‘'YDOYL) lJuswssassy |eaibojoaeyole ybiy o} ajelspow |eoibojoseyole JuswiuoJIAuUg
|eoibojoseyoly | abeis e JO BaJE UIYUM |IBJ} JO UOoIjIOd 0] sjoedw| [einyny
29a)IWwW0)
Ajljigesiq uonealday pue
Buiddew aseq A1sei04 ‘syied Yyym uoie}nsuo)
olydesbodo) suonipuod Bunsixg e VYAOV uim eouelduwiod
sojoyd J1y e | Ul paubisep ag 0) 8ABUIB)Y By} Ajjqissaooe
¥valil e | Jo Ayjige uo uoluido |euoissajolid [reJqy
‘uoluldo |euoissajoud |ebaT
pue a)eisg |eay 0JuoI0] JO AID e
indul dnolg) AIOSIApY Joapjoyayels e suolssiwliad
ejep diysioumo Auedold e pue sjuswalinbal Aledold Auadoud syeaud
Buiddew Asepunoq Auadosd e | Aadoud ajeald uo jies; Jo uonod 0} Joedw
jusuodwion
921n0S ejeq Jojealpu| eLaju)

|ejuaWuoIIAUg

JUBWISSASSY |BlusWIUOIIAUT SSe|D |ediDiunpy [ied] asn-nnj desy saquind pIA 8yl




8

Alloyiny uonealasuod) uoibay pue ojuolo| yum diysisuped ul ojuolo] Jo AlD

sojoyd Jiy
Buiddew aseq
olydelbodo} suonipuod Bunsixgy

(Burousy “b°8)

3su Ayajes o1iqnd ajebiiw 0}
salnjea} A}ajes 10} sjuswalinbay
Jaybiy Jo |aAs| punolb

ejeg ’va'i 9A0Qe W g pajeoo] |iel} Jo yibuaT Jsu jled
(eale
8s4n09 J|0b aAnoe Jo Ajwixoud sosn pue|
ejep diysiaumo Auadold “6-9) sasn pue| juaoelpe Juaoelpe yym
Bbuiddew Atepunoq Auadolid U}IM palJeIooSSEe SuIaou09 Alajes Aignedwo)
suonoasiajul Jo Alajes anne|ay
sBuISS01O UOI308SIBjUI JO JoquINN
B]Ep UOISI||0D pUB SJUN02 dl1jel | sAempeol aAjoe olel) yym
sojoyd Ay UjIm suoioelsiul JO JaquunN Agnedwo) slojoe4
Buiddew uie|dpooj} YO L Buipooyy 0} 109lgns |1eJ; Jo uoiod 3SI poo|4 Ayejes a1gng
YIOM Jamas Aiejues
Buiobuo jo sbuimesp Aleuiwiaid
(5102 ‘pleuogoepy
NON YyoyeH) vaoN Apnis ainjonusesjul
Jamag yunu| Asejiues uoiqly alnyonaseul bunsixa Bunsixa
Buiddew Aynn Aup Y}IM SuoIoeIS}UI JO JBqUINN 0] sjoedw|

I0M JO 8d09S Je|IWIS YIM
sj00foid parejdwod Ajsnoinald
Juswdinba

UOoI}ONJISUOD 10} SS8J9E. JO

JUsWIUOJIAUT

uoluido Busaulbua |euolssajoid asea ay) Jo uoluido |euoissajold Ajjgeyonaisuo) [eoluyoa |
S}1S09 uoljoadsul
pue adoueusjulewW ainjoNJiSelul
[leJ} pue |ieJ} |eaidA} ojuolo] jo AuD
9]ew|}so }s09 l1eJ; ayy S1s00
[9A8]-ybiy s Josuibug jeuolssejoid a)jelodo pue ulejuiew o} s}so) aoueusluUIB
jusuodwion

921n0g eje(

Jojeoipu

elLIaJID

|ejuaWuoIIAUg

JUBWISSASSY |BlusWIUOIIAUT SSe|D |ediDiunpy [ied] asn-nnj desy saquind pIA 8yl




€8 | Auoyiny uoieAIssuo) uoibay pue ojuoio] yim diysisuped ul ojuolo] Jo A)ID

Juswiale)s

Jluswalels waejqold wa|qo.d Juswolels

uoluido [euoISsajold e 8y} ssalppe 1deouoo sy} seoq e Sossalppy e wa|qoid
921n0g eje( Jojeoipu eLI9}ID L [TCE

: S JejuawuolIAUg

JUBWISSASSY |BlusWIUOIIAUT SSe|D |ediDiunpy [ied] asn-nnj desy saquind pIA 8yl



The Mid Humber Gap Multi-use Trail Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

Preliminary trail concepts were compared using the criteria and indictors listed in Table 6-1. Based on
potential impacts, each concept was scored using the following scale:

Most Preferred
More Preferred
Somewhat Preferred

Less Preferred

O0C @6 e

Least Preferred

Scoring was based on quantitative measures where possible (e.g., length of trail through
woodland). For many criteria (e.g., ease of construction), impacts were based on qualitative
assessment and professional experience, as well as comparative projects.

Criteria are categorized into Natural, Social, Cultural, Financial, Technical and Public Safety
components. Because each of these main categories has a different number of criteria, the rankings
were averaged under each main category. The evaluation for the preliminary trail alignment concepts
is summarized in Table 6-2 below, and the detailed evaluation is provided in Appendix G.

City of Toronto in partnership with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 84



G8 Ajloyiny uonealasuod uoibay pue ojuoio] yum diysiauped ul ojuoio] jo A0

pJemio pJemio pJemio pJjemio pJemio pJemio pJemio AMVINNNS
pauie) pauIe) JON pauIe) pauJe) JON pauie) paLle) JoN paie) TIVH3N0
Juswajels

) ) ) O ® ® O We|qoid
SJ10joe 4

‘U ‘u .U .U O .U ﬁu Aajes algnd
SJ0joe4

) [ O O ) O o EolULpe]
SJ10joe4

) ) ‘) ‘) ) O [ ) IoUEUI
JuswiuolIAuUg

[ [ ) ) L)) ) o -
JuswiuolIAuUg

“y “ ) 9, [ [ 9, 100G
juswuolinug

[ [ ) ) L)) 9, o EIneN
ve1deouo) | ¢ideouo) | yzideouo) | gzideouo) | | 1dsouo) | 1[deouo) BuiyloN oQ VI™ALND
sjuswubiy peoy-up sjuawubily puqAH sjuawubly Asjlep-u] ONILVNIVAI

'sjdeouod Juswubije j1ies) Aeulwiaid pue yoeoidde BulyjoN oQq, 8yi IO} BLSIID uonen|eA] :Z-9 a|qel

JUBWISSSSY |BlusWIUOIIAUT SSe|D |ediDiunpy [led] asn-nnj desy Jaquiny pIA 8yl



The Mid Humber Gap Multi-use Trail Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

As shown in Table 6-3 and the detailed evaluation provided in Appendix G, there are a
number of advantages and disadvantages for each concept. Concepts 1A, 2A and 3A are
preferred over Concepts 1, 2 and 3 and were carried froward to the next phase of the MCEA.
Although the Do Nothing Concept does not address the Problem Statement, it was carried
forward as a baseline against which to assess the remaining concepts.

Table 6-3: Advantages and disadvantages of the preliminary trail concepts

Concept Advantages Disadvantages
Do Nothing No additional environmental Does not address the accessibility
impact outside of existing uses barrier created by the Mallaby
No capital cost staircase
Provides a disconnected and
overall poor user experience
Does not provide safe
cycling conditions on Weston Road
Does not address
problem statement
Concept 1 Avoids impact to private land Greatest impact to woodlands and
(Full in- trust wetlands
Valley) Avoids conflicts with road traffic Extensive impact on WGCC
Provides a comfortable, well- property
connected and appealing trail Safety/trespassing barrier required
experience on WGCC property
Extensive infrastructure required
(three bridges and cantilevered
trail with retaining wall)
High-capital and maintenance
costs
Increase flood risk
Ongoing maintenance (including
ice management)
Concept 1A Reduces impacts to wetlands Impact to private land trust and
(Modified In- over Concept 1 WGCC property
Valley) Reduces impact to WGCC over Higher cost related to greater land
Concept 1 acquisition requirements
Provides an appealing, Safety/trespassing barrier required
comfortable and well-connected on WGCC property and private
trail experience land trust
Avoids conflicts with high traffic Increase flood risk
areas Ongoing maintenance (including
Less infrastructure required than ice management)
Concept 1 (two bridges and no
cantilevered trail/retaining wall).
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Concept Advantages Disadvantages
e Less costly to implement than
Concepts 1, 2 and 2A

Concept 2 e No impact to WGCC Significant impacts to woodlands

(Hybrid In- e Reduced impact on private land Concerns with long-term stability of

Valley/On- trust property near Mallaby Park the east bank of the Humber River

Road) staircase Portion of Metrolinx property will
need to be acquired
Provides a less-connected tralil
experience than Concepts 1 and
1A
Safety concerns with lack of
sidewalk on Humberview
Crescent. And narrow sidewalk at
rail underpass on Weston Road
Cantilevered trail is challenging to
construct with relatively high
capital and maintenance costs
Increase flood risk
Ongoing maintenance (including
ice management)

Concept ¢ No impact to WGCC Significant impacts to woodlands

2A (Modified | ¢ Reduced impact on private land Concerns with long-term stability of

Hybrid In- trust near Mallaby Park staircase the east bank of the Humber River

Valley/On- e Avoids trail through residential Requires acquisition of Metrolinx

Road) area on Humberview Crescent property to be acquired

Provides a less-connected trail
experience over 1/1A

Safety concerns with narrow
sidewalk at rail underpass at
Weston Road.

Cantilevered trail is challenging
with relatively high capital and
maintenance costs

Relatively high cost to implement
as compared to other concepts
Increase flood risk

Ongoing maintenance (including
ice management)
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trust near Mallaby Park staircase
Provision of multi-use trail/cycle
track along Weston Road
improves safety/user comfort
over Concept 3

Moderate maintenance costs
relative to other options. (e.g.,
winter maintenance)

Concept Advantages Disadvantages

Concept 3 Minimal impact to natural Poorly connected trail experience

(On-road environment with a lower level of comfort and

Alignment) Avoids impact to WGCC appeal over in-valley options
Reduced impact on private land Doesn’t provide a safe cycling
trust near Mallaby Park staircase connection along Weston Road
Simplest option to construct with Doesn’t provide a safe pedestrian
the lowest cost. connection along Humberview
Moderate maintenance costs Crescent
relative to other options Does not address the Problem

Statement

Concept Minimal impact to natural Acquisition of portion of Metrolinx

3A (Modified environment and other privately-owned

On-Road Avoids impact to WGCC properties along Weston Road

Alignment) Reduced impact on private land May require lane removal on

Weston Road between Oak Street
and Cardell Avenue.

May affect Oak Street bus stop &
width of lanes under bridge.
Possible third lane removal from
Oak Street to Cardell Avenue
Poorly connected trail experience
as it requires users to come in and
out of valley, with a lower level of
comfort and aesthetics over in-
valley options

Shared pedestrian/cycling facility
under rail bridge at Weston Road
presents safety/accessibility
concern

Accessibility constraints with
switchback

Does not fully address the Problem
Statement

The high-level screening process provided an initial summary of the six options based on a
variety of existing data sources, professional experience, and comparative projects. Each set
of concepts provided some key advantages. For instance, in-valley alignments are
advantageous as they offer the most well-connected and appealing route through the valley.
Hybrid concepts that utilize a mix of in-valley and on-road segments avoid the need for
bridges over the Humber River and avoid impacts to the WGCC and private land trust, while
on-road concepts are relatively inexpensive and easiest to construct and maintain.
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Consequently, Concept 1A, Concept 2A, and Concept 3A were selected to be carried forward
based on the results of the preliminary screening. In the next phase of the study, these three

concepts and the “Do Nothing” scenario were examined in further detail based on information
gathered from technical studies and consultation undertaken during the MCEA.

City of Toronto in partnership with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 89



The Mid Humber Gap Multi-use Trail Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

This page is intentionally left blank

City of Toronto in partnership with Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 90





