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1.0 About this Report 
This report summarizes key findings, insights and input collected from the Moss Park park 
Improvements & John Innes Community Recreation Centre Replacement Project’s second 
meeting held with Indigenous Communities. 

The primary focus of the meeting was centered around the direction for the public artwork, a 
component which emerged from the first Indigenous workshop. Indigenous community 
members provided feedback and input on the designs and considerations related to the two 
public art projects planned for the project. In addition to the public art component, latest updates 
on the Community Recreation Centre design were also shared. 

1.1 Project Schedule 

Summer 2022 - Phase 1: SET THE STAGE 

Introduce the project, explain the process, and lay the project groundwork. 

Summer 2022 – Fall 2022 Phase 2: CONFIRM THE VISION, PRINCIPLES, BIG MOVES 

Introduce the project, revisit More Moss Park findings, and explore how things have changed 
since 2015. Better understand evolving local issues and how the project can best support local 
needs. Confirm the Principles and Big Moves of the project. 

WE ARE HERE 

Fall 2022 to Spring 2023: Phase 3 - CONCEPT DESIGN OPTIONS 

Use what we learn in Phase 2 to start developing ideas for park amenities and concepts for the 
new Community Recreation Centre. Review ideas through design options presented to the 
community and revise ideas based on feedback. 

Spring 2023: Phase 4 - PREFERRED CONCEPT 

Refine the concept plans for the park and John Innes Community Recreation Centre based on 
feedback and present the preferred concept to the community. Review ideas with the community 
and revise plans and designs based on feedback. 

1.2 Indigenous Communities’ Engagement Timeline 
Engagement with Indigenous Communities will include ongoing direct communication with local 
Indigenous organizations and individuals at each phase of the project. The following are 
scheduled engagement activities with the Indigenous Communities: 

● Connect with Council Fire - June 10th, 2021 (COMPLETE) 
● Indigenous Communities Meeting #1 - August 31st, 2021 (COMPLETE) 
● Indigenous Communities Meeting #2 - December 12, 2022 (We Are Here) 
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● Toronto Aboriginal Support Services Council Meeting - Fall/Winter 2023 

● Indigenous Communities Meeting #3 - Winter/Spring 2023 
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1.3 Meeting Overview 

WHEN: December 12, 2022, at 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

WHERE: Virtually on WebEx 

ATTENDEES: 12 Participants 

PROJECT TEAM: City of Toronto – Parks, Forestry & Recreation Division 

PROCESS (Public and Stakeholder Engagement) 
The Planning Partnership (Landscape Architecture) 
Two Row Architect (Landscape Architecture & Indigenous Lens) 
MJMA (CRC Architecture & Design) 

The virtual meeting took place over WebEx, with a total of 12 participants. The meeting began 
with a welcome and Land Acknowledgement. The Project Team presented an overview of the 
project (see Appendix A for the presentation slide deck), including the following: 

1. project overview, background and engagement timeline to-date 

2. what was heard in the previous engagements 

3. update on the designs for the John Innes Community Recreation Centre Replacement 
project 

4. Introduce the public art component of the project 
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2.0 What We Heard 

2.1 Summary of Key Findings 

A group discussion was facilitated by Trina Moyan, Indigenous Engagement Lead for the 
project. The discussion was open-ended with a primary focus on gathering community 
members’ feedback on the vision for the public art component and the Community Recreation 
Centre design. 

In the meeting we heard the importance of creating a welcoming space and areas for healing, 
recreation and ceremony, and an interest in the incorporation of youth mentorship, supporting 
local Indigenous artists and the importance of language and Placekeeping in guiding the 
direction of the artwork. 

Below we elaborate further on the key takeaways: 

Maintaining a welcoming space 

Design should be beautiful but still welcoming 

When providing feedback on the updated designs a number of participants shared that, even 
though the latest renderings of the Community Recreation Centre are visually appealing they 
wanted to ensure the building would still feel welcoming and meet the needs of Moss Park's 
unhoused people. 

Participants want the space to continue to support unhoused people. 

A participant expressed that there are a lot of Indigenous people that are unhoused, and asked 
the Project Team how the new Community Recreation Centre was going to support the 
unhoused Indigenous people of Moss Park. 
City staff responded that there are programs currently running for unhoused people at the 
Community Recreation Centre, including access to showers and 1-on-1 supports. In the spring, 
Community Recreation Centre staff plan to bring back outdoor park activities in areas of the 
park that are not closed for the Metrolinx subway construction. A floor plan was shared showing 
the new accessible washroom locations with entry doors facing the park. The new Community 
Recreation Centre will include a Shelter, Support & Housing Administration office. Participants 
were reminded that another consultation will be held closer to the end of construction to discuss 
programming and space use in greater detail. 
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Recommendations for the public art component 

Investing in local artists and youth 

The City has selected an Indigenous curator to lead the public art component of the project, 
participants were excited about the impact the Indigenous lead public artwork will have in 
making the Community Centre an Indigenous space. Participants also noted that there are 
talented youth in the community and suggested including youth more intentionally in the 
submission process. Many participants agreed with the idea of incorporating youth mentorship 
and including local Indigenous artists. Specific suggestions included having one of the two 
artworks be youth-lead, and having a mural designed by a youth incorporated in the youth 
space. City staff replied that it is a common practice amongst professional public artists to 
incorporate workshops where youth and local community are engaged through and mentorship 
in their art plan. In regards to the nomination of local Indigenous artists, the City staff replied that 
there is flexibility in adjusting the nomination pool criteria. 

Direction of the artwork 
Discussion highlighted the importance of community building, intergenerational exchange and 
importance of language for the art project. Participants asked how unhoused people could be 
included. City staff responded that the art project can provide an opportunity to engage 
unhoused people. Native Arts Society was suggested as a possible organization to collaborate 
with because they are currently connected to supporting unhoused artists local to Moss Park. 

Participants also discussed how language and placekeeping can be incorporated in the final 
artwork. Ideas shared included incorporating words in Indigenous languages such as Ojibwe 
and Mohawk, a statue of a native activist, representation of the four directions, four colours and 
four medicines, and depictions of Anishinaabe history. In relation to language, one participant 
raised the question around the possibility of renaming or having a secondary name for John 
Innes Community Recreation Center itself. 

City staff shared that the City has just approved a renaming policy and provided an overview of 
what a renaming process would entail. The participants were directed to the updated The City of 
Toronto - Property Naming Policy and assured participants that the idea of renaming the 
Community Recreation Centre can be discussed later in the engagement process. 
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A place for healing, recreation and ceremony 

Participants identified their preferences for the Community Recreation Centre to be focused 
around uses related to healing, ceremony and recreation. Participants revisited the idea of 
including a sweat lodge, which was discussed in the first Indigenous Communities’ meeting. 

City staff referred back to advice provided by Matthew Hickey from Two Row Architect, who is 
on the design team, and had shared with participants that a sweat lodge was not advised for the 
rooftop because it is based in the earth, and that it would not be suitable in the park because it 
requires a secure, dedicated, private space which the park cannot provide. 

Participants also returned to the idea of having a designated sacred fire location within Moss 
Park. City staff explained that the Indigenous Affairs Office (IAO) at the City of Toronto has done 
extensive consultation with Indigenous communities that lead to the designation of Allan 
Gardens and Regent Park as sacred fire sites. While Allan Gardens and Regent Park are 
designated sacred fire locations, City staff reminded participants that permits are not needed for 
sacred fires, and assured that sacred fires can still happen at Moss Park. City staff further 
acknowledged that they have heard Moss Park can be a good location for sacred fires and will 
continue to take this idea into consideration as they begin the park design, which will be 
presented in the new year. Further discussion of a sacred fire will be part of the upcoming Park 
design process and discussed with participants in the next phase of meetings. 

A number of participants also expressed interest in using the Community Recreation Centre for 
PowWows, smudging and ceremonies. 

A member of the project team confirmed that with the new heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) designs, smudging ceremonies would be able to happen anywhere in the 
Community Recreation Centre. The project team referred to the floor plan to illustrate that the 
multipurpose rooms, double gym and terrace are spaces that can be used for Indigenous 
programming, large gatherings and ceremonies. The rooms would be available to book on a 
program-to-program basis, and have unique design features which connect to the outdoors. 

One participant shared that they would also like to see recreational facilities such as billiards 
and ping pong tables. City staff responded that with the large lobby and rooftop, game tables 
can be incorporated both outside and inside to accommodate those activities. 
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Project Presentation 
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