
   0 
 

 

City of Toronto – Parks, Forestry & Recreation 
 
 
 

Anniversary Park 
Improvements 
 
Phase 1: Building a Vision 
Vision, Design Principles and  
Survey Summary Report 
 
 
April 2023 
 
Rachel Weston, Senior Project Coordinator  
Kim Behrouzian, Senior Public Consultation Coordinator 
  



   1 
 

 

Contents 

Introduction ....................................................................................................................... 2 

How We Reached People ................................................................................................. 2 

What We Heard – A New Vision for Anniversary Park ................................................. 3 

Next Steps .......................................................................................................................... 8 

Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary .............................................................. 9 

Appendix B: Additional Ideas ........................................................................................ 15 

 
.  



   2 
 

 

Introduction  

The City has engaged the local community to develop a new park vision for Anniversary Park, 
located at 410 Parliament Street, on a triangular shaped parcel at the intersection of Gerrard 
Street East and Parliament Street. The objectives of the new design are to enhance the park 
infrastructure and amenities in order to support its current and future use, and to improve park 
accessibility and safety. 

Phase 1: Building a Vision 
The purpose of this phase is to create a new community-led vision that will serve the project 
team as they prepare design options for the park.The following sections provide the draft vision 
and design principles for the park improvements, and a summary of what we heard through the 
online survey. To learn more about the outcomes of the in-person engagement activities in 
Phase 1 including the community stakeholder workshop and pop-up at Yonge Street Mission, 
visit the project webpage: toronto.ca/AnniversaryPark. 

How We Reached People 

The community was informed of engagement activities through print and social media: 

Print Media 

Community Flyers  
Flyers advertising the project webpage and online survey were shared with organizations and 
local businesses within 500m of Anniversary Park.  
 
Signage On-Site 
Notice boards placed near the park displayed information about the project, details about the 
online survey, and how to access additional information on the project webpage.  
 

Digital Media 

Project Webpage 
A webpage (toronto.ca/AnniversaryPark) was set up to 
act as a communications portal to inform the public about 
the park improvement project. The webpage hosts all up 
to date information regarding the project. 

 
Social Media and Digital Ads 
The City of Toronto used its Facebook and Instagram 
accounts to promote the online survey through paid 
advertisements from April 6 to April 23.   

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/park-facility-projects/anniversary-park-improvements/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/park-facility-projects/anniversary-park-improvements/
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What We Heard – A New Vision for Anniversary Park 

The project team created a vision for the future Anniversary Park that builds on all of the input, 
shared experiences, and learnings gathered from the local community in Phase 1 
engagement. The following vision statement and design principles were developed based on 
the input received from community members and City Staff during the visioning phase. 
 

Vision Statement 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Design Principles 

 

"Anniversary Park will be a green and calm urban oasis that supports community 
safety and comfort. It will be a welcoming place for people of different backgrounds, 
ages, and interests to meet and spend time, creating a vibrant new entrance to the 

Cabbagetown neighbourhood." 

Support community 
safety, comfort and 
accessibility for all 
ages and abilities 
as a top priority. 

Enhance green 
spaces through 
plantings that 
provide shade and 
environmental 
benefits.  

Community 
Safety and 
Belonging 

Balance space 
for socializing 
and relaxation 

Enhance amenity 
options, while 
balancing space 
for socializing and 
relaxation.  

Improve entrances 
and park edges, 
creating a design 
that connects with 
surrounding areas 
and feels less 
isolated. 

Integrate with 
neighbourhood 

Phase 2: Exploring Options will work off the outcomes of Phase 1  
to develop two to three design options for the proposed improvements. 
These will be presented to the community for feedback at a later date. 
Stay tuned for updates.. 

Vision shapes  
the proposed 
improvements 
 

Champion 
resilient 

approaches 



   4 
 

 

Online Survey 

120 people responded to an online survey between April 6 to April 23, 2023 
providing feedback to inform the park vision, character, and program.  

The full results can be found in Appendix A. 

 

Anniversary Park Today 

• When asked what respondents liked about the existing park: 
o Popular responses included: 

 The nature and green space (68%) 
 The central water fountain feature (56%) 
 The boulder seating (33%) 
 The sightlines and visibility from the street (29%) 

 

 

 

o Some of the additional responses included: 
 "The old wrought iron fencing." 
 "The trees need to be saved." 
 "The only place to sit in the immediate area." 

• When asked what respondents disliked about the existing park: 
o Popular responses included: 

 The fence(s) surrounding the area (40%) 
 The boulder seating (28%) 
 The sightlines and visibility from the street (23%) 

o Some of the additional responses included: 
 "It's very dangerous as a pedestrian to get to the library with the two roads 

that surround this park." 
 "Low maintenance and cleaning of the park." 
 "Surrounded by traffic, run-down feel." 
 "Right now the park is mainly used by people to drink and shout at each 

other during the day. It's not much used in other ways, perhaps becasue 
of this this." 

 "Boulder seating is not comfortable and does not have back support." 
 "Lack of native species.""While I like having a fountain, I dislike how this 

one looks. Would love to see something prettier like the fountain at Berczy 
Park." 

 "Don’t like the water fountain but like the idea of having water." 
 "It's wildly underutilized by the BIA -  it is a great opportunity for a holiday 

lights display, pop up food vendors, cafe tables + lights in the summer in 

120 
Respondents 
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the empty lawn space on the west side, small weekend events where it 
would be easy to close down the slip street to accommodate a crowd, etc. 
It feels like it’s not a part of the neighbourhood, there were fake parks 
dropped in on the literal street between Carlton and Winchester last 
summer instead of reimagining Anniversary park.  

 "The park doesn't feel like a quality social space (safe and welcoming); 
feels too much like a traffic island, and doesn't play up heritage enough, it 
should encapsulate the late 19thC vibe of Cabbagetown." 

 "Lack of washroom, lack of play structure for kids to play." 
 "The park is useless and unsafe as it is, due to being jammed into a tiny 

triangle in the middle of busy traffic. Eliminating the slip lane on the north 
side of the park and connecting it to the sidewalk and NW corner of 
Parliament/Gerrard is essential to making the park welcoming and useful." 

Feedback received regarding a washroom and improvements to Gerrard Street East has been 
noted and will be shared with the appropriate City Staff and will remain outside the scope of 
the park design and construction project. 

 

Visioning: Anniversary Park 

• When asked who respondents would visit the future park with: 
o Popular responses included: 

 Alone (58%) 
 Spouse (38%) 
 Friends (32%) 

 

 
• 

o Some of the additional responses included: 
 "Coworkers because I work in the area and I would be inclined to sit there 

during lunch." 
 "Bike tour stop." 

When asked what mode of travel respondents would use to visit the future park: 
o 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Popular responses included: 
Walking (88%) 
Bicycle (31%) 
Public transportation (20%) 
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Park Vision  

Participants were asked to share words that reflect their vision for the future Anniversary Park. 
The words provided have been used to assemble a vision shared by community members. 
The following words were the most frequently used words with the total number of responses 
shown in brackets: 

 
Park Character 

• Park character ranked as the top three choices included: 
 
1. A Green Place: Lush with trees and plantings to connect people with nature, 

contributing to physical and mental wellbeing (33%) 

 

 

2. A Calm Place: A place to sit, linger, eat lunch and relax (21%) 
3. A Meeting Place : A space for meeting and gathering (e.g., different seating 

opportunities) (17%)  

Green 
(39) 

 

Welcoming 
(22) 

Calm  
(18) 

Meeting 
Place (11) 

 

Safety 
(26) 

Clean 
(7) 

 Inclusive 
(4) 

 
Gateway to Cabbagetown  

(4) 
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Park Activities 
• Park activities ranked as the top five choices included: 

 
1. Spending time alone (17%) 
2. Traveling through the park (16%) 
3. Spending time with others (16%) 
4. Enjoying and observing activities on the street (15%) 
5. Relaxing in a shaded seating area (15%) 
 

o Less popular responses included: 
 

6. Attending community events (e.g., pop up markets, installations or 
performances) (11%) 

7. Eating at a table or picnic area (e.g., picnic tables) (6%) 
8. Walking a pet (5%) 
9. Playing at a game table (1%) 

 
Additional Feedback 
Participants were asked if they had additional ideas for creating a welcoming and accessible 
new park design at Anniversary Park. The following major themes emerged in the responses 
of community members with the total number of thoughts per theme shown in brackets: 

• Green Space (16) 
• Park Maintenance (8) 
• Water Feature (7) 
• Seating (5) 
• Accessibility and Inclusivity (3) 
• General Park Design (3) 
• Safety (2) 
• Lighting (1) 
• Event Space (1) 
• History and Education (1) 

 
Responses by theme can be found in Appendix B. 

 

Who did we hear from? 

Participants were asked to provide demographic information. This helps the City better 
understand who participated and whether particular groups in the community were missed 
during the engagement process. A summary of the findings can be found in Appendix A.  
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Next Steps  

The feedback received from this phase of community engagement will confirm priorities for the 
design options. To be notified about upcoming engagements for the new park, visit the project 
webpage at toronto.ca/AnniversaryPark to sign up for e-updates. 
 

  

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/park-facility-projects/anniversary-park-improvements/
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Appendix A: Quantitative Response Summary 
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Appendix B: Additional Ideas 

Question: Do you have any additional ideas for creating a welcoming and accessible new 
park design at Anniversary Park? 
Responses by popular theme: 

• Green Space (16) 
o It should be greened and pollinator friendly. As a centre point, it should offer 

navigational aids like map columns, and a place for walking tours. 
o Possible installing a barbeque/wood oven, have picnic tables with open air 

concept (where people can bring umbrellas if they want shade or trees provide 
shade). 

o Design should open up Cabbagetown and be a green spot that continues on 
Parliament Street. 

o Please plant more trees and stop destoying public green spaces. 
o Close north side lane to motor vehicles. Trees that will grow big! 
o Lots of greenery, plantings, natural environment 
o Anniversary Park is an essential traffic circle. It cannot function as a recreational 

park. Please just make it ornamental and landscaped. 
o No more central fountain, more green space, use trees and hedges to fence it in 

and beautify it, benches and chess tables. 
o Please grow native clematis up lights or fences if retained. It would be wonderful 

to have a blooming native flower display that people can enjoy as they 
walk/bike/drive eastbound on Gerrard Street East. A water collections would be 
great to give a sense of clean space. 

o Replace the existing dense trees with more suitable trees with taller and more 
open canopy. Existing Norway Maples are oppressive. 

o Trees lots of them. 
o Create gardens that educate about the environment. 
o It could be a place to pilot new ideas, both as a green space and how it functions 

as a public space. An example for other neighbourhoods of what a small green 
space can be. I like the rain garden idea. 

o Make it a green oasis, lots of trees, expand it, keep the fountain but make it work 
this time! 

o Green it up – plants/trees over concrete/brick/steel. 
o Large shade trees. 

• Park Maintenance (8) 
o No garbage in the park. 
o Needs to be clean. 
o A sign DO NOT LITTER. 
o Regularly cleaned and landscaped. 
o Make sure the grass cutting is good for maintenance crews. 
o Maintain the park properly! 
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o More street light, trash and recycling, cameras for suspicious activity, happy, 
bright colours. Outdoor permanent tall sculptural street art and traffic car 
barricades for safety. 

• Water Feature (7) 
o Make the fountain smaller and surround it with raised garden plots. 
o Be sure to keep the fountain and water feature. 
o Please keep the fountain. 
o Ornate/grand water feature. 
o Updated water feature. 
o Triple water fountain for upright people, wheelchair/younger users and dogs at 

the bottom. I would really enjoy the fountain if you can keep it operational. 
o Misting station for kids like at St. James Park. 

• Seating (5) 
o Picnic tables instead of boulder seating. 
o Seating for a streetcar stop. 
o Potentially adding a grassy bowl type seating area and a small naturally 

designed stage. This can be used a multitude of ways (musical acts, community 
groups, camps, pop-ups, etc.). 

o The space is very small and the central fountain, despite its uniqueness, is 
occupying a large space that could be repurposed for more seating and 
greenery. Shaded seating areas are a great idea especially to accommodate 
older populations living in Regent Park. This space is too small for pet-walking, 
people would rather go to Regent Park for a dog park.  

o Real benches would be great, as well as extending the use of the space to the 
full triangular strip of land (rather than just the fountain). 

• Accessibility and Inclusivity (2) 
o A way to honour all different ethnicies and cultures of everyone in the area 

including 2SLGTBQ+ peoples. 
o Ensuring that Indigenous people have consultation and lead the direction of theis 

parkette.  
• General Park Design (3) 

o Integrate the TTC stop and surrounding public buildings in the design because 
the park is small and often a transitory space. It needs to be distinct and have 
attractive or unique anchor features that will invite people to stop and check it out 
instead of just walking by. It definitely needs more flowers and have features that 
engage people in the winter because being so small, it often looks barren in the 
winter. 

o Viewing platform to see Yonge/Gerrard skyline. 
o Have a coffee truck or patio on site. Easter access through traffic to the island 

nature of the park. 
• Safety (2) 

o Ensuring public safety (concern about drug use/homeless people). 
o The Parliament and Gerrard intersection is unsafe, noisy, trafficky, and gray with 

concrete and blacktop. The park should be a green and natural space, a well 
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maintained place of respite connected on the north permiter to the sidewalk, 
eliminating the slip lane. 

• Lighting (1) 
o Decent lighting at a lower level so as not to disturb neighbours.  

• Event Space (1) 
o Allow space for events (e.g., small wedding). 

• History and Education (1) 
o Naming trees and plants for educational purposes.  
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