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1.0 About this Report 
This report summarizes key findings, insights and input collected from the Moss Park park 
Improvements & John Innes Community Recreation Centre Replacement Project’s third 
Indigenous Communities Meeting 

The primary focus of the meeting was to share three park design options, and to collect 
feedback and learn about preferences on the park options, 

1.1 Project Schedule 

Summer 2022 - Phase 1: SET THE STAGE 

Introduce the project, explain the process, and lay the project groundwork. 

Summer 2022 – Fall 2022 Phase 2: CONFIRM THE VISION, PRINCIPLES, BIG MOVES 

Introduce the project, revisit More Moss Park findings, and explore how things have changed 
since 2015. Better understand evolving local issues and how the project can best support local 
needs. Confirm the Principles and Big Moves of the project. 

WE ARE HERE 

Fall 2022 to Spring 2023: Phase 3 – PARK CONCEPT DESIGN OPTIONS *We Are Here 

Consider all the inputs through consultation in prior phases to develop park design options. 

Spring 2023: Phase 4 - PREFERRED CONCEPT 

Refine the concept plans for the park and John Innes Community Recreation Centre based on 
feedback and present one preferred park concept and the final schematic design for the 
Community Recreation Centre to the community for feedback. 

1.2 Indigenous Communities’ Engagement Timeline 

Engagement with Indigenous Communities has included meetings with local Indigenous 
organizations and individuals at each phase of the project. The meetings to date to date have 
been: 

● Indigenous Communities Meeting #3 - February 28, 2023 *We Are Here
● Indigenous Communities Meeting #2 - December 12, 2022
● Indigenous Communities Meeting #1 - August 31st, 2021
● Pre-engagement meeting with Council Fire - June 10th, 2021
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1.3 Meeting Overview 

WHEN: February, 28th 2023, at 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

WHERE: Virtually on WebEx 

ATTENDEES: 20 Participants 

PROJECT TEAM: City of Toronto – Parks, Forestry & Recreation Division 

SAFFY (Public and Stakeholder Engagement) 
The Planning Partnership (Landscape Architecture) 
Two Row Architect (Landscape Architecture & Indigenous Lens) 

During the virtual meeting conducted on WebEx, 29 participants were in attendance. The 
meeting began with a welcome and Land Acknowledgement, followed by a presentation 
explaining the background of the project and engagements to date (see Appendix for the 
presentation slide deck). The contents of the first section of the presentation included: 

● project overview and background
● engagement timeline to-date
● what was heard in Indigenous Communities Meeting #1 and #2

Following the introduction, the design team presented three park design options (open house 
presentation). All three designs include park features organized around a large central grass 
field. The park amenities in all the plans include a junior and senior playground and splash pad, 
direct access to washrooms on the exterior face of the building facing the park, an entrance to 
the community recreation centre from the park, tennis courts, basektball courts, community 
garden area, fenced off leash area, central lawn for flexible uses, connecting paths, seating, 
lighting, trees and horticultural planting. Indigenous Placekeeping elements in the plans include 
a Sacred Fire which could be either a permanent, dedicated area or a mobile Sacred Fire bowl 
and supporting equipment which could be set up in different areas of the park. Other Indigenous 
Placekeeping features include public art that will be curated by an Indigenous artist and will 
showcase the work of an Indigenous artist who is awarded the commission, medicinal planting 
and an overall ecological approach to the park that will revitalize the habitat for urban birds and 
creatures with whom we share the land. 
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The three park design concepts that were presented for discussion are as follows: 

Draft Concept Plan #1: The Grid 
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Draft Concept Plan #2: The Creek 

Draft Concept Plan #3: Meander 
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2.0 What We Heard 

2.1 Summary of Key Findings 

Trina Moyan, the Indigenous Engagement Lead for the project, facilitated the discussion of the 
park plans. Each participant was given an opportunity to speak about the park options and 
provide feedback and ideas on the proposed park elements. 

From the discussion the following key takeaways emerged: 

Sacred Fire 

Participants expressed a preference for a permanent Sacred Fire location rather than a 
mobile Sacred Fire bowl. They shared ideas about the importance of a dedicated and 
protected use of the Sacred Fire location for Indigenous ceremonies and what the look of the 
protective locking cover could look like. Ideas about the design of the protective cover 
included incorporating plants on the surface, and inviting artists to decorate the cover with 
different designs and imagery. A participant shared the idea of adding a mosaic along the 
interior of the pit that would feature designs representing diverse Indigenous knowledge, and 
when a fire is lit, the use of mosaic materials would create a captivating effect. 

However, one community member expressed concern that having a locked Sacred Fire pit 
could create a barrier to access and that it would be important for Indigenous communities to 
have unimpeded access to the Sacred Fire. 

The project team clarified that if the park does include a permanent Sacred Fire, it would be 
dedicated for use by Indigenous communities only and would be locked and protected the rest 
of the time. The Sacred Fire space would have signage to explain its intended purpose. The 
team clarified that having a Sacred Fire would not create any additional bureaucracy or require 
permits, as Sacred Fires can now happen on any city parks and do not require permits as part 
of the City's efforts to decolonize Sacred Fires for Indigenous community use. An information 
form is recommended to be provided to Toronto Fire Services so they are aware of fires, but 
permits are not required. 

“the Sacred Fire space should be permanent and accessible - not temporary” 

“Yes please have the fire pit closed off until it’s being used.” 
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Seating 

Attendees discussed the proposed seating locations in the new park designs. They expressed 
a desire for a seating circle around the Sacred Fire location, and seating near the community 
gardens. Participants appreciated others shared their preference for a widened sidewalk and 
seating options along Sherbourne St. Attendees noted that this would be a valuable addition for 
the unhoused population and service providers, as that section of the street is often used for 
meal drop-offs and is already a spot that is frequently used by the unhoused population. 

One participant expressed concern about "hostile architecture" meant to deter certain uses. The 
project team emphasized their commitment to inclusivity in the park including features such as 
seating. They explained that their goal is to ensure that no one feels excluded, and to achieve 
this, the plans provide benches and ample lighting throughout the park to make it comfortable 
for everyone to sit in various areas. 

“Having seating in the garden can invite people in.” – Workshop Participant 

“Perhaps there should be seating and a focus on gathering with respect to the gardens.” 

– Workshop Participant

“Incorporate seating around the Sacred Fire pit.” – Workshop Participant 

Planting 

A majority of participants had questions related to the types of plants, planting locations and 
community garden space proposed in the park designs. One participant shared the idea of 
expanding the community garden to accommodate a teaching garden. Another meeting 
participant shared that they have observed that food bank lines in the area are getting longer, 
and proposed the option of making the community garden space bigger to be used for food 
justice initiatives in the area. Another question was raised around whether a medicine garden 
would be included in the park or if it was already part of the community garden's intended 
purpose. 

The project team responded that the community garden plots were based on the needs and 
feedback heard from John Innes Community Recreation Centre staff. They assured meeting 
attendees that the suggestions about the different uses of the community garden will be passed 
on to community recreation staff and the City. 

In response to the medicine garden, a member of the landscape shared that medicinal plants 
and native plant species will be included throughout the park including both cultivated and wild 
varieties. 

“Create a larger garden for teaching opportunities.” – Workshop Participant 
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“Make the community garden space bigger,. . . get organizations in there to create 
spaces to create food for people that don't have access to it.. . . I feel like that is 
something that's very, very important.” – Workshop Participant 

Public Art 
One participant suggested that the public art component could be linked to the Sacred Fire 
through a specially designed cover to protect the Sacred Fire as well as decorative mosaic on 
the interior of the firebowl. Additionally, there was a suggestion to involve artists who are 
street-involved in creating a mural. The blank wall of the arena that faces the basketball court 
could be a potential location for a mural. Another idea put forward was to make the colors 
associated with the four directions of the medicine wheel visible in areas of the park. 

“maybe even having some mosaic work done with different Indigenous 
knowledge or teachings along the inside of the fire pit.” – Workshop Participant 

“It is a park and has four corners, maybe some four . . . colors in each corner of 
the park to represent the Medicine Wheel.” – Workshop Participant 

Pathways 

A majority of the meeting participants particularly appreciated the organic lines of the paths in 
the Meander and Creek option. Many attendees also liked the Creek’s homage to the location of 
the buried Moss Creek, and the design team's incorporation of water into different design 
elements. While some participants shared that they did not like the rigidity of the grid pathways, 
others liked the grid concept noting that it allows pedestrians to view the path from beginning to 
end. 

I think it's important to honor what used to be there before settlers came to change that. – 
Workshop Participant

Like Creek and Meander options. Like that it is space sharing and circular. 
– Workshop Participant

I feel the grid format did not make the city welcoming, Felt like an institutional space and park. 
– Workshop Participant
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