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Introduction  

The City has engaged the Mount Pleasant West community to develop a new parkette vision 
and design for Redpath Avenue Parkette, located near Erskine Avenue and Redpath Avenue. 
The objectives of the new design are to enhance the parkette's function for everyday use, 
while expanding creative and fun play opportunities for children, youth, families and older 
adults of all abilities.The improvements are proposed to include upgrades to the pathways, 
playground, seating and gathering areas, drainage and other park features. 
 

Community Engagement Phase 2: Exploring Design Options 
This phase of the community engagement process started in June 2023. In this phase, the City 
and its design consultant developed three draft design options for the parkette based on 
outcomes of Phase 1. The design options were presented to the community for feedback 
which will be used to develop a single preferred design for the parkette.The following sections 
provide a summary of what we heard through the online survey.  

How We Reached People 

In general, the community was informed of engagement activities through social and print 
media, listed below: 

Print Media 

Community Mail Outs (Postcards) 
7,578 postcards advertising the project webpage and online survey were delivered to 
addresses in the neighbourhood within 500m of the site.  

Digital Media 

Project Webpage 
A webpage (toronto.ca/RedpathAvenue) was set up to act as a 
communications portal to inform the public about the new park project. 
The webpage hosts all up to date information regarding the project, 
including a sign-up button for e-updates. 

 
Social Media and Digital Ads 
The City of Toronto used its Facebook and Instagram accounts to 
promote the virtual community meeting and online survey through 
paid advertisements and organic posts from May 19 to June 11, 2023. 

https://contrib.wp.intra.prod-toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/redpath-avenue-parkette-improvements/
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Recap from Phase 1 – A New Vision for Redpath Avenue Parkette 

Earlier this year the project team created a new vision for Redpath Avenue Parkette that builds 
on the input, shared experiences, and learnings gathered from the Mount Pleasant West 
community in Phase 1 engagement. The following draft vision statement and design principles 
were developed for review in Phase 2 of engagement, where the community was asked to 
share feedback to help finalize and confirm both going forward. 

Draft Vision Statement 

"Redpath Avenue Parkette is a welcoming space for relaxation and play. It is a place 
that connects nature and the community, bringing together people of different 
backgrounds, ages, and interests to pursue fun and creative play opportunities, and 
to celebrate life with friends, family, and neighbours. It is the heart of a healthy, green, 
and connected community in midtown Toronto." 

Design Principles 

Welcome 
All People 

Support community 
safety, comfort and 
accessibility for all 
ages and abilities 
as a top priority. 

Balance Space 
for Relaxation 

and Active Play 

Enhance and 
diversify amenity 
options, while 
balancing space 
for quiet relaxation 
and for fun play 
opportunities.  

Champion 
Resilient 

Approaches 

Protect, add and 
enhance healthy 
ecosystems. Add 
new plantings that 
provide shade and 
spatial definition. 

Improve 
Entrances, Edges 

and Flows 

Restore park edges 
and entrances, and 
create a design that 
flows and connects 
with surrounding 
areas, parkette 
amenities and 
natural areas.  

Vision shapes 
the proposed 
improvements 

Phase 2: Exploring Options worked off the outcomes of Phase 1  
to develop three design options for the proposed improvements. To 
review the design options, visit the project webpage: 
toronto.ca/RedpathAvenueParkette 

https://contrib.wp.intra.prod-toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/redpath-avenue-parkette-improvements/
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Online Survey 

485 
Respondents 

Over 485 people responded to an online survey between May 19 to June 11, 
2023 to share feedback on the three draft design options for the parkette 
improvements. The feedback will help develop a single preferred design 
option. Full results can be found in Appendix A. 

The survey had four main components: 
Confirming the Vision Statement and Design Principles 
This section allowed participants to provide final iterative comments. Feedback will be 
reviewed to provide updates to the vision and design principles. 
Exploring the Design Options 
This section allowed participants to indicate their level of agreement or disagreement 
with a series of statements about the elements in each design. Participants also rated 
preferences for the playground and fitness equipment options. 
Selecting a Preferred Design Option 
This section allowed particpants to select their preferred design between the three 
options presented. 
Understanding Who We Heard From 
This section asked about who is filling out the survey, to understand who it reached and 
whose feedback we may be missing. 

1. Confirming the Vision Statement and Design Principles

When asked if the vision statement reflects what respondents want the parkette to become, 
the majority of respondents (77%) liked the vision statement, compared to 18% of 
respondents who would change the vision statement a little, 2% who would change the vision 
statement a lot, and 3% of respondents who didn't know/preferred not to answer.  

When asked if the design principles provide useful recommendations to guide the project and 
design process, the majority of respondents agreed that they are necessary and useful to 
achieve the vision statement. Responses are as shown: 

 76% agree that championing resilient approaches is necessary and useful
 81% agree that improving entrances, edges and flows is necessary and useful
 85% agree that welcoming all people is necessary and useful
 88% agree that balancing space for relaxation and play is necessary and useful

1

2

3

4
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2. Exploring the Design Options

For each design option, the survey provided a series of statements about the features and 
asked respondents if they strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree. 

Design Option 1: Central Green 

Design Focus: 
Parkette features are arranged around a central open lawn area. A range of seating types such 
as benches, seatwalls, and platforms are spread throughout the parkette, offering many 
different viewpoints and spaces for people to choose from. This allows small groups to sit in 
the park at once, and for individual park users to choose a place to sit that best suits their 
needs and mood.  

Key Features: 

1. Playground
2. Open lawn
3. Landforms
4. Fitness equipment
5. Platform seating
6. Benches
7. Meadow
8. Shrubs and grasses
9. Entrance node
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Survey Questions: 
The pathway layout connects with parkette features, natural areas, and its surroundings 
 78% of respondents agree
 14% of respondents are neutral
 8% of respondents disagree

Majority of 
respondents like the 

pathway layout in 
this design 

There is enough flexible space, like the open lawn, to relax, play, and gather in small groups 
 71% of respondents agree
 21% of respondents are neutral
 8% of respondents disagree

I like the shape and size of the play area 
 64% of respondents agree
 19% of respondents are neutral
 17% of respondents disagree

There are enough new trees and plantings that provide shade and spatial definition 
 64% of respondents agree
 19% of respondents are neutral
 17% of respondents disagree

I like the shape and size of the fitness area 
 43% of respondents agree
 40% of respondents are neutral
 17% of respondents disagree

There is enough seating options throughout 
 47% of respondents agree
 21% of respondents are neutral
 32% of respondents disagree

Nearby split with 57% 
of respondents being 
neutral or disagreeing 
with the fitness area  

Nearly split with 53% 
of respondents being 
neutral or disagreeing 

with the seating 
options  

Majority of 
respondents like the 

open lawn in this 
design 

Majority of 
respondents like the 

play area in this 
design 

Majority of 
respondents like the 

greenery in this 
design  
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Design Option 2: Central Play 
 

 
 
Design Focus: 
Parkette features are arranged around a central playground and an introduced picnic area. A 
range of seating types such as benches, seatwalls, and platform seating are oriented towards 
the central play and gathering area, offering a main focal point and clustering of activity at the 
centre of the parkette.  

  

Key Features:  
 
1. Playground 
2. Open lawn 
3. Landforms 
4. Fitness equipment 
5. Platform seating 
6. Benches 
7. Meadow 
8. Shrubs and grasses 
9. Picnic area 
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Survey Questions: 
The pathway layout connects with parkette features, natural areas, and its surroundings 

 57% of respondents agree 
 20% of respondents are neutral 
 23% of respondents disagree 

 

 
 
  

 

There is enough flexible space, like the open lawn, to relax, play, and gather in small groups 
 45% of respondents agree 
 21% of respondents are neutral 
 34% of respondents disagree 

 
I like the shape and size of the play area 
 44% of respondents agree 
 19% of respondents are neutral 
 37% of respondents disagree 

 
There are enough new trees and plantings that provide shade and spatial definition 
 61% of respondents agree 
 18% of respondents are neutral 
 21% of respondents disagree 

 
I like the shape and size of the fitness area 
 41% of respondents agree 
 38% of respondents are neutral 
 21% of respondents disagree 

 
There is enough seating options throughout 
 50% of respondents agree 
 22% of respondents are neutral 
 28% of respondents disagree 

43% of responses 
are neutral or 

disagree with the 
pathway layout 

55% of respondents are 
neutral or disagree with 
the amount of flexible 
space in this design  

56% of respondents are 
neutral or disagree with 

the play area  

Majority of respondents 
like the greenery (vs. 

64% in Design Option 1) 

59% of respondents are 
neutral or disagree with 
the fitness area (vs. 57% 

in Design Option 1) 

50% of respondents are 
neutral or disagree with 
seating options (vs. 53% 

in Design Option 1) 
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Design Option 3: Central Commons 

Design Focus: 
Combines popular elements from the previous design options to include a central commons 
(as shown in Central Green) and a central picnic area (as shown in Central Park) to provide a 
mix and balance of spaces to relax, play and gather in small groups.  
Survey Questions: 
The pathway layout connects with parkette features, natural areas, and its surroundings 
 78% of respondents agree
 15% of respondents are neutral
 7% of respondents disagree

Majority of 
respondents like the 

pathway layout similar 
to Design Option 1 

Key Features: 

1. Playground
2. Open lawn
3. Landforms
4. Fitness equipment
5. Platform seating
6. Benches
7. Meadow
8. Shrubs and grasses
9. Picnic area
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There is enough flexible space, like the open lawn, to relax, play, and gather in small groups 
 71% of respondents agree 
 17% of respondents are neutral 
 12% of respondents disagree 

 
I like the shape and size of the play area 
 70% of respondents agree 
 16% of respondents are neutral 
 14% of respondents disagree 

 
There are enough new trees and plantings that provide shade and spatial definition 
 67% of respondents agree 
 19% of respondents are neutral 
 14% of respondents disagree 

 
I like the shape and size of the fitness area 
 54% of respondents agree 
 31% of respondents are neutral 
 15% of respondents disagree 

 
There is enough seating options throughout 
 59% of respondents agree 
 20% of respondents are neutral 
 21% of respondents disagree 

 

Playground Equipment 

 Playground equipment ranked as the top three choices included: 
 
1. Barn themed senior and junior play structure that combines climbing structures, 

senior spiral slide, and a junior slide (71%) 
2. Swing set with an accessible swing, belt swings, and disk swing (66%) 
3. Balance and post play (63%) 

 

 
 Less popular equipment options included: 

4. Sensory sand play (61%) 
5. Spinners (50%)  

Majority of respondents 
like the open lawn similar 

to Design Option 1 

Majority of respondents 
like the open lawn (vs. 

64% in Design Option 1) 

Majority of respondents 
like the greenery (vs. 64% 

in design option 1 and 
61% in Design Option 2) 

Nearly split with 46% of 
respondents being 

neutral or disagreeing 
with the fitness area 

Nearly split with 41% of 
respondents being 

neutral or disagreeing 
with the seating options 
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Fitness Equipment and Features 

 Fitness equipment ranked as the top three choices included: 

 

 

 

1. Water bottle filler and drinking fountain (78%) 
2. Pull up bars (63%) 
3. Custom benches (51%) 

 Less popular equipment options included: 

4. Fitness hurdles (42%) 
5. Climbing net (36%) 

Other responses included a fitness sign, climbing rope, stairs, overheard climbers. 
 

3. Selecting a Preferred Design Option 

When asked to select a preferred Design Option, Design Option 3: Central Commons (38%) 
was the popular choice, closesly followed by Design Option 1: Central Park (31%) and 
Design Option 2: Central Play (28%). 4% of respondents didn't know or didn't like any option.  
  

            Design Option 3: Central Commons is the popular choice 
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4. Understanding Who We Heard From 

Participants were asked to provide demographic information. This helps the City better 
understand who participated and whether particular groups in the community were missed 
during the engagement process. A summary of the demographic findings can be found in 
Appendix A.  
 

Next Steps  

The feedback received from this phase of community engagement will be used to develop a 
single preferred design option. To be notified about upcoming engagements for the new park, 
visit the project webpage at toronto.ca/RedpathParkette to sign up for e-updates. 
 

  

https://contrib.wp.intra.prod-toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/improvements-expansion-redevelopment/redpath-avenue-parkette-improvements/
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Appendix A: 
Quantitative  
Response  
Summary 
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Survey Results  

 

 
Do the design principles provide useful recommendations to guide the project and 
design process? 157 (18%) participants responded with the following items, grouped 
and summarized as follows: 

- Necessary to achieve the vision:  
o Add Greenery  
o Area for dogs to run off leash 
o Delineated spaces e.g., fence around playground and area for dogs 
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o Awareness and educational opportunities of native species plantings 
o Peaceful and quiet space 
o Sustainable drainage and strategies to mitigate excess water flow 
o Less paved space 
o Place for children to play / Improve and expand play options 
o Shade 

- Encouraged to achieve the vision: 
o Add art or visually joyful elements 
o Ensure native plants are used in the landscaping 

- Might help to achieve the vision: 
o Water fountain  

 

Design Option 1: 
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Design Option 2: 

 

 

 

Design Option 3: 

Overall Preference 
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Playground Features 

1. Barn Themed senior and junior play structure that combines the following features: 

• Climbing structures e.g., spider webs, nets, and barn ladders 
• Senior spiral slide 
• Junior slide 

 

 

 

 

2. Nature themed swing set including 

• Accessible swings 
• Group disk swing 

3. Balance and post play 
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4. Spinners 

 

 

5. Sensory and sand play 

Fitness Features 

 
What types of fitness equipment and features are most important to include? 53 (15%) 
participants responded with the following items, grouped and summarized as follows: 

- Monkey bars 
- Fitness signage 
- Stairs 
- Hoops 
- Rock climbing 
- Body weight machines 
- No fitness equipment  
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Demographics 
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