1. Improve safety for everyone

2. Maintain roadways for driving,
transit, deliveries, and

emergency services

3, Enhance the public realm for
dents and visitors
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For questions about this report, please contact:

Steven Ziegler

Senior Coordinator, Public Consultation Unit
Steven.Ziegler@toronto.ca
416-392-2896
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Project Overview

The City of Toronto is proposing to improve safety for people travelling along Overlea Boulevard
at the following locations:

1. Don Mills Road, Overlea Boulevard, and Gateway Boulevard intersection
2. Overlea Bridge

3. Overlea Boulevard, west of the bridge to Thorncliffe Park Drive

4. Thorncliffe Park Drive East & Overlea Boulevard intersection

The City is proposing changes now because the Overlea Bridge deck, which was constructed in
the 1960s, needs replacement. Don Mills Road, including the Overlea Boulevard intersection is
also planned for reconstruction. The most cost-effective time to implement change is when a
replacement or reconstruction is needed. Proposed changes include:

o Wider sidewalks, public art and enhanced public spaces

¢ New protected bicycle lanes

¢ Enhanced bus stops

e Intersection changes that maintain roadway uses for people driving, transit, deliveries,
and emergency services

¢ No change to motor vehicle lanes: two (2) lanes maintained in each direction on Overlea
Boulevard, and turn lanes maintained at intersections.

From September 2021 to March 2022 the City received feedback and held public consultations
for the initial design concepts for Overlea Boulevard. Thanks to public feedback, City Staff have
a recommended plan for Overlea Boulevard which:

e Improves safety for everyone
¢ Maintains roadways for driving, transit, deliveries, and emergency services
¢ Enhances the public realm for local residents and visitor

This report summarizes consultation activities and feedback received on the recommended plan
from April 2022 to June 2022. A summary of these findings will be included in a report to the
Infrastructure and Environment Committee & City Council.

q Round 1 Public . Round 2 Public Report to
Rggﬂgulltgﬁggc Consultation Round 2 Public Consultation Committee and
Review Consultation Review Council
March May

April June July



Engagement Overview

Project Website
A project website (Toronto.ca/Overlea) was developed which provides an overview of the

project, project area maps, background information and information on the public consultation
activities. The project website received 1,599 unique impressions from April 1 to June 8, 2022.
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Figure 1 - Renewing Overlea Boulevard project website

Additional Communication Activities
The following methods were also used to notify people of the project and opportunities to

participate:

e Canada Post direct mail — Public Meeting Notice (15,222 addresses)

¢ Emails to project list (180 contacts)

¢ Emails to stakeholder list including residents associations, community groups,
organizations, institutions and elected officials (124 contacts)

e Social media posts via Twitter on the @GetlnvolvedTO and @TO_Cycling accounts

¢ Public Meeting Notices (40 notices) were hung up on community boards and common
areas in 17 residential buildings located along Overlea Boulevard, Thorncliffe Park Drive,
Gateway Boulevard and Don Mills Road.

Translation
To encourage the voice and participation of the local communities, an emphasis was placed on

ensuring that all aspects of the consultation process were accessible to Torontonians whose
primary language is not English. The following project materials were translated:

e Public Meeting Notice — Translated into Tagalog, Farsi and Urdu

¢ Online survey — Translated into Tagalog, Farsi and Urdu

o Project Website — Can be translated into 51 languages using the GoogleTM Translate
tool (96 translate button clicks).



Consultation Activities
The public and stakeholders were invited to comment on the project and provide feedback
through the following activities:

Activity Date Participation
Group e Wednesday, May 18, 2021 - e 16 attendees (75 invited)
Stakeholder 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Meeting
Virtual Public e Wednesday, May 25, 2022 - e 16 attendees (32 registered)
Event 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
In-person e Thursday, May 26, 2022 — e 75 attendees (approximate
Drop-in Event 3:00 to 8:00 p.m. at R.V. number)
Burgess Park (46 Thorncliffe
Park Drive)
Online Survey May 8 — June 6, 2022 136 responses
Email/Phone May 25 — June 6, 2022 8 comments received

Feedback Summary

Online Survey

The survey included background information on the project and asked 7 questions. The
guestions included multi-choice or multi-select responses, in addition to open-ended comment
boxes, and optional demographic questions. Participation in the survey was anonymous and
results were reviewed for duplicate and invalid responses before being analyzed for this report.

Responses received to each question in the online comment form are described in this section.

Question 1 — How do you regularly travel on Overlea Boulevard? Check all that apply

Motor vehicle 68%
Public transit (TTC buses) 47%
Walk 44%
Bicycle 38%
| don't travel on Overlea Boulevard 1%
Wheelchair or assistive mobility device 1%

Other, please specify 1%



More than half of the respondents selected multiple modes of travel. Of all respondents, 68%
travel using a motor vehicle, 47% using public transit (TTC buses), 44% by walking and 38% by
bicycle with 1% identifying other, 1% using a wheelchair or assistive mobility device and 1% not
travelling on Overlea Boulevard.

Question 2 — Which of these options best describes your relationship to Overlea
Boulevard? Check all that apply

I travel on Overlea Boulevard | c6%
I shop along Overlea Boulevard [N 46%
I live in the Thorncliffe Park neighbourhood [N 23%

| work in Thorncliffe Park or Flemingdon Park [ 14%

I live in the Flemingdon Park neighbourhood [ 13%

Other, please specify [ 9%

| represent a business, institution or organization in . 4%
Thorncliffe Park or Flemingdon Park °

Over half of survey respondents travel on Overlea Boulevard by motor vehicle (66%), shop
along Overlea Boulevard (46%) or work in Thorncliffe Park or Flemingdon Park (14%). About
guarter of respondents indicated they live in the Thorncliffe Park neighbourhood and 13% live in
Flemington Park.

The most common responses for other included:
e Volunteering in the Thorncliffe Park and Flemington Park neighbourhoods



Question 3 —What is your overall level of support for the new option for the Don Mills
Road, Overlea Boulevard and Gateway Boulevard intersection?

Neutral 15%

Opposed and don’t support 17%

Don’t know 0%

A majority of respondents (67%) strongly support and support the new option for the Don Mills
Road, Overlea Boulevard and Gateway Boulevard intersection.

The most common reasons noted for support included:

e Maintaining the southbound left-turn movement
e Separation of uses to improve safety
e Retiming of signals to help with congestion

Question 4 — What is your overall level of support for the recommended plan for Overlea
Boulevard from Thorncliffe Park Drive to Don Mills Road?

Neutral . 7%
Opposed and don’t support - 12%

Don’t know I 2%

A majority of respondents (79%) strongly support and support the recommended plan for
Overlea Boulevard from Thorncliffe Park Drive to Don Mills Road.



The most common reasons noted for support included:

¢ Vehicle lanes are being maintained
e Wider sidewalks for pedestrians
¢ Improved safety for pedestrians and cyclists

Public Events
In May 2022, City staff held two (2) public events that shared identical information.

One of the events was a virtual consultation held on the Webex platform.

The other event was an in-person event held in R.V. Burgess Park. The event was a drop-in
style/open house format. Attendees were greeted upon arrival and invited to review various
project materials setup throughout the park. Attendees were encouraged to ask questions and
discuss the project with the numerous staff present at the event. Project team members
answered questions and listened to comments. Attendees were given a project postcard and
were instructed to provide input by filling out a survey.

During the events, participants expressed comments which are outlined in the meeting notes.
Below is a summary:

Topic Summary
Construction - Coordination with Metrolinx/Ontario Line needs to happen to mitigate
the construction impacts
Future Cycling - Additional cycle tracks should be extended along Overlea Boulevard
Connections to Millwood Road
- Additional cycle tracks should be extended north and south on Don
Mills Road
Public Realm - Additional bike parking is needed for the area

Figure 2 - The Women's Cycling Network community group, baked a special cake to celebrate the second round of
consultation. Source: Alison Stewart



Stakeholder Meetings
The comments received through stakeholder meetings are summarized below:

Topic

Summary

Access to the
Don Valley

Additional access points down to the Don Valley are needed in the
community

Public Art

Additional public art locations should be identified
The community would like to be involved in the public art process

Public Realm

The gateway feature in the median needs to be preserved
Viewpoints and benches on the bridge should be investigated

Vehicle Access

Maintaining truck/large vehicle access is vital for the area
Large vehicles and trucks will need to be able to navigate the corners

Additional Feedback
The following key comments were received through phone and email and are summarized by

theme below:

Theme Comments

Access to the - Additional access points down to the Don Valley are needed in the

Don Valley community

Construction - The construction timeline needs to be as short as possible

Bridge - Lighting could be added to the bridge railing

Public Realm - The gateway feature in the median needs to be preserved
Appendices
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Appendix E: Stakeholder Meeting Summary Notes (available at request)




Appendix A: Survey Demographics — Optional Questions

What best describes your gender?

Female

Male

Trans woman

Trans man

Two-Spirit

Gender fluid, genderqueer, gender non-conforming, non-binary, frans
Prefer not to answer

Not listed, please describe

What is your age?

30-54

55-64 15%

65-74 13%

2529 10%

75+

~
£

20-24

o
£

10-19

~
&

~
&

Prefer not to answer

0-9

What are the first 3 digits in your postal code?

m5a

m4j mat
4
™ m3cm4h

Count

| |

% of responses

46%

N 117

%

45%

50%

2%

3%

N 120



Appendix B: Public Meeting Notices

DAToRONTO Public Consultation — Round 2

May 11, 2022

Renewing Overlea Boulevard:

Don Mills Road to Thorncliffe Park Drive

The City of Toronto is inviting residents to learn more and provide feedback on the proposed changes to
Overlea Boulevard. One change being considered is to replace the southbound-left vehicle turn from Don Mills
Road onto Gateway Boulevard. The benefits of this change include better safety, transit, and overall traffic flow
than the other option being considered which keeps the southbound-left turn for vehicles. Some motorists
would need to use another route to get to their destination.

In March 2022 the City of Toronto held public
consultations for the initial design concepts for Overlea
Boulevard. Thanks to public feedback, we now have a
recommended plan for Overlea Boulevard which:

e Improves safety for everyone

* Maintains roadways for driving, transit, deliveries,
and emergency services

* Enhances the public realm for local residents and
visitors

The City of Toronto is proposing to improve safety for
people traveling along Overlea Boulevard at the following locations:
1. Don Mills Road, Overlea Boulevard, and Gateway Boulevard intersection
2. Overlea Bridge
3. Overlea Boulevard, west of the bridge to Thorncliffe Park Drive
4. Thorncliffe Park Drive East & Overlea Boulevard intersection

Learn More Provide Feedback
s = [=

T, 0 O g:
0] 3 oYV

Review the recommended design concept on May | Complete an online survey or request a printed copy.

25, by visiting the project website. Submit comments by email, mail or phone.
www.toronto.ca/overlea Comment deadline:
June 6, 2022
Virtual Public Meeting In-Person Drop-in Event
Date: May 25, 2022 Date: May 26, 2022
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Time: Drop-in anytime from
Attend 3:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Join the virtual meeting by computer,
the Event ad i Location: R.V. Burgess Park**

smartphone or tablet

(- . i 46 Thorncliffe Park Drive
Visit the webpage to register:

E www.toronto.ca/overlea

Join the virtual meeting by phone (audio only) | **/In the event of heavy rain, the drop-in

Dial: 416-915-6530 W) will be moved to Jenner Jean-Marie
\ Community Centre - 48 Thorncliffe
Access Code: 2469 697 0099 > Park Drive
More Information
Steven Ziegler Email: Overlea@toronto.ca
Sr Public Consultation Coordinator Telephone: 416-338-2848

Metro Hall, 19th Floor, 55 John Street
Toronto, ON M5V 3C6

* Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the
exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.

toronto.ca/overlea
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ll]_mnllllll\llll Pampublikong Konsultasyon — lkalawang |kot

Mayo 11, 2022

Pagpapanibago sa Overlea Boulevard:

Don Mills Road hanggang Thorncliffe Park Drive

Inaanyayahan ng Lungsod ng Toronto ang mga residente na matuto nang higit pa at magbigay ng katugunan sa mga
iminungkahing pagbabago sa Overlea Boulevard. Ang isang pagbabagong isinasaalang-alang ay ang pagpapalit ng timog
na pakaliwang sasakyan mula sa Don Mills Road papunta sa Gateway Boulevard. Ang mga benepisyo ng pagbabagong
ito ay kinabibilangan ng mas mahusay na kaligtasan, pagbibiyahe, at pangkalahatang daloy ng trapiko kaysa sa isa pang
opsyon na isinasaalang-alang na nagpapanatili sa timog na
pakaliwang pagliko para sa mga sasakyan. Ang ilang mga
motorista ay kailangang gumamit ng ibang ruta upang
makarating sa kanilang destinasyon.

Noong Marso 2022 ang Lungsod ng Toronto ay nagsagawa ng
mga pampublikong konsultasyon para sa mga unang konsepto
ng disenyo para sa Overlea Boulevard. Salamat sa katugunan ng
publiko, mayroon na kaming inirerekomendang plano para sa
Overlea Boulevard na:

* Pinapabuti ang kaligtasan para sa lahat

e Pinapanatili ang mga kalsada para sa pagmamaneho,
pagbibiyahe, paghahatid, at mga serbisyong pang-
emerhensiya

* Pinapahusay ang pampublikong lupain para sa mga lokal na residente at bisita

Ang Lungsod ng Toronto ay nagmumungkahi na pabutihin ang kaligtasan para sa mga taong naglalakbay sa kahabaan
ng Overlea Boulevard sa mga sumusunod na lokasyon:

Don Mills Road, Overlea Boulevard, at Gateway Boulevard na interseksyon

2. Overlea Bridge

3. Overlea Boulevard, kanluran ng tulay sa Thorncliffe Park Drive

4. Thorncliffe Park Drive East at Overlea Boulevard na interseksyon

=%

Matuto nang higit pa Magbigay ng katugunan

ELE = [=
: o0 |a=
e O

<

Suriin ang inirerekomendang konsepto ng disenyo
sa Mayo 25, sa pamamagitan ng pagbisita sa
website ng proyekto.

Kumpletuhin ang isang online na pagsisiyasat o
humiling ng naka-print na kopya. Magsumite ng mga
komento sa pamamagitan ng email, koreo o telepono.
Taning na oras ng komento:
Hunyo 6, 2022

www.toronto.ca/overlea

Virtual na Pampublikong Pagpupulong
Petsa: Mayo 25, 2022
Oras: Alas 6:30 hanggang alas 8:30 ng gabi

In-Person na Drop-in na Kaganapan
Petsa: Mayo 26, 2022

Oras: Mag-drop-in sa anumang oras mula
malo sa Sumali sa virtual na pagpupulong sa alas 3:00 ng hapon hanggang alas 8:00 ng
Kaganapan pamamagitan ng kompyuter, gabi

& o smartphone o tablet Lokasyon: R.V. Burgess Park**
Bisitahin ang webpage upang D

46 Thorncliffe Park Drive
magparehistro:

www.toronto.ca/overlea

Sumali sa virtual na pagpupulong sa
pamamagitan ng telepono (audio lang)
I-dial ang: 416-915-6530

g
Access Code: 2469 697 0099 \‘

**Kung sakaling magkaroon ng malakas
na ulan, ililipat ang drop-in sa Jenner
Jean-Marie Community Center - 48
Thorncliffe Park Drive

Karagdagang Impormasyon

Steven Ziegler
Nakatataas na Koordinator ng Pampublikong Konsultasyon

Email: Overlea@toronto.ca

Metro Hall, 19th Floor, 55 John Street, Toronto, ON MSV 3C6
* Kokolektahin ang impormasyon alinsunod sa Batas ng Kalayaan sa Impormasyon at Proteksyon ng Pagkapribado ng

Munisipyo (Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act). Maliban sa personal na impormasyon, lahat
ng komento ay magiging bahagi ng pampublikong rekord.

Telepono: 416-338-2848

toronto.ca/overlea
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Appendix C: Project Postcards

Renewing Overlea Boulevard

Safety improvements are proposed | ;
for Overlea Boulevard and bridge £/
from Don Mills Road to Thorncliffe %=

Park Drive East.

We want your feedback

[=] 55

[x] 2

it EN TP
Magbigay ng Katugunan
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