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Audio Issues?

• Are you having issues with audio?
Dial 416-915-6530

When prompted for a meeting number, enter access code: 2634 435 0766
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This Meeting is Being Recorded
Please be aware that this meeting is being recorded and personal 
information, such as your opinions, statements, and voice will become part 
of a public record. Under section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act, records created for the public do not restrict 
access and may be made available on the City Planning website. Your 
registration information will not be disclosed as part of the public record.

*If you require a copy of this recording, please contact City staff.
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   Purpose
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    Agenda

1. Welcome and Introductions (5 mins)
2. Heritage Planning and Bill 23 (20 mins)
3. Heritage Register Review Project (20 mins)
4. Question and Answer Period (40 mins)
5. Next steps (5 mins)
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    Presenters & Facilitators

Paul Maka
Project Manager
City of Toronto

Rebecca Sciarra
Project Lead and 

Principal-In-Charge, 
ASI Heritage

Annie Veilleux
Senior Cultural 

Heritage Specialist
ASI Heritage

Kristina Martens
Senior Cultural 

Heritage Specialist, 
ASI Heritage

Josh Fullan
Engagement 

Facilitator
Maximum City

Katie Konstantopoulos
Engagement

Notetaker
Maximum City
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 How to Participate

Questions will be answered following 
the presentations.

You can ask a question in two ways:

1. Typing in the Webex chat box anytime;
2. Using the Webex tool to raise your hand to speak 

during the Q&A period.

To stay informed, please visit the project webpage at:
toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/heritage-preservation/heritage-register-review/
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 Some Norms for Discussion
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Heritage and City Building

Our city's heritage resources 
contribute to social and 
economic prosperity by defining 
our unique sense of place, 
supporting cohesive and resilient 
communities, and contributing to 
environmental sustainability 
through adaptive re-use. They 
are a part of our city's DNA. 

Parkway Plaza, ACO Toronto, Chen Shaowei
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What Does Heritage Look Like?

789 Don Mills Road

The Guild Inn Estate Gibson House 

250 University Avenue Distillery Historic District
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Heritage in the Planning Policy Framework: a matter of provincial interest

Ontario 
Heritage Act

Standards and Guidelines 

HCD Plans

Provincial 
Policy

Official Plan

Land Use 
Policies

Secondary Plans / 
SASP

Zoning By-laws
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The Heritage Register 

City of Toronto Archives
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Bill 23: The More Homes Built Faster Act

• Through Bill 23, the More Homes Built 
Faster Act, the Province of Ontario has 
made significant amendments to the Ontario 
Heritage Act.

• These amendments went into effect on 
January 1, 2023

• Heritage remains a matter of Provincial 
interest, but how we conserve in this City 
has changed.

Gibraltar Point Lighthouse, ACO Toronto, 
Bob Krawczyk
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Heritage Act Amendments
• Listed properties must be removed from the Register if Council does not give a notice of intention 

to designate the property on or before the second anniversary of the day the property was included 
on the register. 

• Properties included on the Register as of the day before the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 
comes into force must be removed from the Register if Council does not give a notice of intention 
to designate on or before the second anniversary of the Act coming into force.

• Properties removed from the Register under subsections 14 – 16 may not be listed again for a 
period of five years.

• If a property is subject to a prescribed event, Council may not give notice of intention to designate 
the property if it has not already been listed.
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Prescribed Event

• Defined in Provincial Regulation
• The point in the planning application 

process where the Clerk gives notice 
that the City has received a complete 
application.

• Applies to most major planning 
applications.
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The City of Toronto’s Implementation of Bill 23
• The City has been implementing legislative change through a phased approach.

• Phase one of Bill 23 Implementation was focused on ensuring that the City could 
continue to effectively process development applications for heritage properties. 

• Phase two of Bill 23 is focused on the Heritage Register and the approximately 
4,000 listed properties therein. 

• Work began on phase two in early 2023 and included an audit of the 4,000 listed 
properties.

• The City has also created a development growth model to assist in understanding 
which of the listed properties are located within areas where the City is 
anticipating growth.
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Bill 23 – Phase Two: Obtaining Help

• The City of Toronto has engaged the heritage consulting firm of 
ASI to assist Staff in implementing Phase two of the Bill 23 
Heritage Register Review process.   
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Heritage Register Review Project
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The Team and its Structure

Clockwise from top left: Burlington Avenue, 
Burlington; Cognitive Mapping Exercise Centre 
Wellington; ArcGIS Software Galt Core HCD Study 



20

Heritage Register Review Project Scope
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Heritage Register Review Project Scope
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Heritage Register Review Project Scope
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Heritage Register Review Project Scope
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Heritage Register Review Project Scope
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Evolution of Heritage Registers
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Existing Heritage Register
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Project Phases: Prioritization 
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Prioritization Framework
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Prioritization Framework

• Procedural Changes
• Heritage Register Audit
• Database Development:

• Growth Framework 
• Review of Existing Listed Properties

• Jurisdictional Scan
• Workshops with Heritage Planning
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Prioritization Framework

• Engagement:
• Community Preservation Panels
• Public and Stakeholders
• Heritage Practitioners

• Gap Analysis
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Prioritization Framework

• WHAT are we going to prioritize?
• Guiding statement and beliefs
• Serve as a basis for decision making
• Stand the test of time
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Prioritization Framework

• HOW are we going to prioritize?
• A systematic procedure, technique or 

mode of inquiry
• Principles are underpinned by 

methods that will result in prioritized 
lists
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Prioritization Framework

• Methods will be applied to already 
listed properties to determine priority 
groups for designation 

• Properties will be categorized:
• Prioritized for 2024
• Prioritized for 2025 and beyond 
• Deprioritized
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Draft Prioritization Principles
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Principle 1: Employ a data-informed approach
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Principle 2: Identify areas with high rates of change

Major Transit 
Station Areas 
(M.T.S.A.s)

Urban Growth 
Centres

Listed Properties within M.T.S.A.s, Urban Growth Centres 
and specific Land Use designations
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Principle 3: Prioritize properties under-represented on the Register
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Principle 4: Leverage City Planning work in progress

Heritage Conservation Districts 
(in progress)

Planning Studies Development Pipeline
(as of Q4 2022)
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Principle 5: Support efforts to increase housing

Massey Tower 
(Image courtesy of Doublespace 
Photography)

1 Yorkville Avenue
(Image courtesy of AlbertC via Urban 
Toronto)

Mirvish Village
(Image courtesy of smalby via Urban 
Toronto)
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Project Engagement: 
Community Preservation Panels
• Meeting held February 21, 2024 
• Brought together all four 

Community Preservation Panels
• Panel members received similar 

information as tonight and 
completed a workshop

• Positive feedback received:
• Liked a prioritization strategy that is 

defensible and repeatable
• Supported a process that enables 

quick prioritization 

• Understood the rationale for 
prioritizing designations in areas 
anticipated for change

• Panel Members also suggested:
• Continued consultation with the 

Panels
• Prioritization could consider other 

information such as ownership, 
surrounding context, cultural 
heritage values, and architectural 
merit
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Project Engagement: Public Meeting

• Tonight, February 26th
• Focus of the session is to share information about City’s emerging 

strategy, answer questions from attendees, and respond to inquiries 
that the City has been receiving.



43

Project Engagement: Upcoming

• Technical Advisory Group 
• Members of the heritage industry invited to participate 
• First meeting to be held March 5, 2024
• Objective of first meeting: present and discuss draft Prioritization Principles

• Toronto Preservation Board
• Meeting to be held March 28, 2024
• Present Prioritization Principles 
• Share what we’ve heard from Community Preservation Panels, Public and 

Technical Advisory Group
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Project Engagement: Later in 2024

• To shape a vision for the Heritage Register of the future and how it 
can grow in a more representative way



Question and Answer Period
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 How to Participate

You can ask a question in two ways:

1. Typing in the Webex chat box anytime, which can 
be found on the bottom of your screen or 
toolbar;

2. Using the Webex tool to raise your hand to speak.

To stay informed, please visit the project webpage at:
toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/heritage-preservation/heritage-register-review/
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    How to Stay Informed About the Project

Visit the Project Webpage at:
toronto.ca/city-government/planning-development/heritage-preservation/heritage-register-review/

Contact the dedicated Project Manager:
Paul Maka, Project Manager
City Planning Division, Heritage Planning
416-338-1077
paul.maka@toronto.ca

Take part in a Future Event:
An event for the public will take place later in 2024 and will focus on the City’s longer-
term strategies beyond 2025 for the Toronto Heritage Register.
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