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Introduction

The City of Toronto’s Parks and Recreation Division has been undertaking a local
parkland study within the Kennedy Park-lonview area. The purpose of the study was to
understand how people use and access parks and outdoor spaces and how they can be
improved to better serve current and future generations. The Public Open House was
the final community engagement event to help inform the Local Parks Plan for the area.
The Local Parks Plan will share recommendations for new parks and future park
improvements.

Public Open House Event Details

On October 24, 2024, the project team held a Public Open House from 11:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. at The Hub — Mid-Scarborough, a community centre operated by
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities. The event was open to all community
members interested in the Kennedy Park-lonview (KPI) Local Parkland Study. The main
goals of the Public Open House were to provide the community with an overview of the
local parkland study process, share what we heard during community engagement, and
get community feedback on draft content for the Parks Plan.

How We Reached People

The community was informed about the Public Open House through the project
webpage, project email lists, an e-flyer sent to community organizations, and a social
media advertisement that ran for two weeks. Staff from Scarborough Centre for Healthy
Communities also helped to promote the workshop through their networks and shared
the event flyer with community members at The Hub.

Community members were invited to drop by the Public Open House at any time during
the event’s hours. The project team also engaged with community members who were
visiting programs at The Hub on the day of the event.

Approximately 100 people dropped by the Public Open House.
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How We Engaged People

Participants were encouraged to look at eight display boards to learn more about the
parkland study’s process and the draft content for the Local Parks Plan. The information
boards included an explanation of what a parkland study is and why it's needed, maps
of the parkland study area and specific parks, the parkland study’s timeline showing
what we did and who we engaged, the vision for the study area, parks planning and
design principles for the study area, improvement ideas for specific local parks, and
next steps. See Appendix A for images of the display boards.

People were invited to share their feedback by placing dot stickers beside ideas they
agree with (i.e. a dotmocracy activity) and to share thoughts on sticky notes and post
them to the boards. Project team members were present to actively engaged with
participants and answer questions.

What We Heard

Engagement Board: Parks Planning and Design Principles for the Area

Participants were asked to place dot stickers beside the guiding principles most
important to them. Participants responded with the following:

e 5 dots: Make park facilities and amenities multi-seasonal. This could include
facilities that accommodate multiple sports or making park amenities usable
during all seasons. Provide enhanced winter and trail maintenance.

e 5 dots: Improve the condition of existing basketball courts.

e 4 dots: Effectively illuminate parks, trails and pathways.

e 3 dots: Install multiple rest areas with shade throughout parks. Shade can be
achieved through more tree plantings or shade structures.

e 3 dots: Make parks easier to access from Eglinton Ave.

e 2 dots: Include engaging park features or signage about plants and animals.
Consider educational opportunities to inspire reflection on the treaties and history
of the land and peoples.

e 2 dots: Prioritize spaces for Indigenous gathering and ceremony.

e 1 dot: Incorporate interesting landscaping and more floral plantings while
protecting the natural heritage areas. Support and encourage land stewardship
events.

e 1 dot: Improve the park user experience through the installation of wayfinding
and signage in alignment with the Parks & Trails Wayfinding Program.
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Participants were also invited to share additional ideas on sticky notes and post
them on the board. The following feedback was shared:

e Make parks easier to access from other major streets in addition to Eglinton Ave

e Ensure mobility during the winter for people with disabilities

e Consider heated sidewalks and covered trails for the winter

e Include pictures of parks on signage

e Consider leaving lights on at basketball courts later than 11:00 p.m. as this is too
early for youth

e Ensure more green space and do not cut down trees

e Add more BBQ amenities and seating

e Include rock climbing wall features in parks

¢ Include cricket and pickleball facilities in parks

e Include more programming for youth and young adults

e Remove tripping hazards from park trails (e.g. uneven pavement)

¢ More parks and community centres needed in the area

e Have pamphlets showing locations of facilities and available features

e Appreciation for the playgrounds and play spaces for children, but fithess areas
for adults are needed, too

e Have more water facilities/areas at parks

Engagement Board: Possible Improvements for Local Parks

Multiple park improvement ideas were shown on the board and participants were asked
to place dot stickers beside their top three most preferred park improvements. Most of
the dots were generally placed beside the park name and represented agreement to the
overall park improvement ideas for the entire park. Participants responded with the
following:

e 6 dots: Knob Hill Park (overall)

e 4 dots: Glen Ravine Park (overall)

e 2 dots: McCowan District Park (overall)

e 1 dot: McCowan District Park - add a basketball court

e 2 dots: Tara Ave. at Lord Roberts Woods (overall)

e 2 dots: Don Montgomery Community Recreation Centre (overall)
e 1 dot: Horton Park (overall)

e 1 dot: Hydro Corridors (overall)

There were no dots placed for lonview Park, Maidavale Park, Treverton Park, Kitchener
Park, Eglinton Ravine Park and Farlinger Ravine Park.
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The location of the Public Open House (The Hub) may have played a role in influencing
which park improvements were most selected by participants since the KPI Local
Parkland Study Area is a relatively large and is a part of the city where walkability may
be a challenge. The parks with the most dots (Knob Hill Park and Glen Ravine Park) are
located close to The Hub, while McCowan District Park is a large and well-known park.
Aside from Kitchener Park, the parks with no dots are located furthest away from The
Hub. In addition, some participants expressed verbally that they did not know about or
are not familiar with some of the parks named on the display boards.

For feedback that was shared on sticky notes, please see Appendix B.

Next Steps

The feedback shared on the display boards will help to inform the final Local Parks Plan
for the Kennedy Park-lonview area. The Local Parks Plan will share recommendations
for new parks and future park improvements, which will inform future parks planning.
The Local Parks Plan will be available for download on the project webpage in 2025.

We appreciate all the community members who engaged with us during the Public
Open House. Your questions, insights, and feedback have been invaluable and will help
us to further refine the Local Parks Plan.

To learn more about the project, visit toronto.ca/kennedyionview.
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Appendix

Appendix A: Display Boards

Kennedy Park-lonview
Welcome

O Kennedy Park-lonview Study Area
T City-owned of eperted Parks

0 Other ourdnor spaces
[ Farks with ravine arsas

What is a ‘Parkland Study’ and why is it needed?

The Kennedy Park-lonview neighbourhood is a “Parkland Priority
Area”. We are looking at how parks in the area can be improved.
Improvements could include upgrades to existing parks, new parks,
and better access to parks. The findings of this study will inform the
future of park planning in the neighbourhood.

What happens next?

We will publish a Local Parks Plan that will share what we learned
through research and community engagement. It will include
recommendations for new parks and future park improvements.

Look at our display boards to see what we learned from the
community and how we think parks in the neighbourhood can
improve. Then share what you think and tell us if we got it right!

[E@EE] |  Scan the GR code with your smartphone camera to visit the project webpage
taronto.ca/kennedyionview and learn more about the project and previous
O] 2= engagement outcomes,

1l ToronTo
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Kennedy Park-lonview
Parkland Study Timeline

How did we get here?

Who did we engage?

Parkland Strategy

The Teronto Parkland
Strategy identified
Kennedy Parilonview as a
“Parkland Priority Area”

November 2022
Study Launch

The Parkland Study for
the Kennedy-lonview area
launched In November.

Summer 2023
Meads, Gaps and
Oppertunities Analysis

We took everything we
learned and summarised the

December 2022
Social Pinpoint Survey

‘We asked the community
10 shara ideas on how parks
canbe improved in the area
thraugh an anline mag
activity. 540 people
participated,

April 2024
Indigencus
Workshop

We invited Indigenous
<ommunity members to

February 2023
Youth Workshop

We held a workshap with
Youth 1o ask them about
thair favourite parks and
park features, 20 people
participated.

December 2023
Community
Workshop

We held a community
workshap ar The Hub o

September 2023
Background Review
and Report

We did backgreund
research about the:
existing parks and outcoor
spaces in the area, and
summarizad what we
learned in a report,

October 2023
Pop-Up Events

We sat up display boards
3t Jack Goodiad Park and
at Don Montgomery
Community Recreation

Centraand asked the
community to share their
Icieas about how parks can
beimproved. 65 people
participated.

October 2024 findings to share with the share thelr experiences collectively drafta
Open House community for feedback. and ideas about parks vision statement for parks
inthe area. 30 people in the area, 35 people
participated. participated.
December 2024 The roadmap doesn't end here. There is a lot of work still to come that will make improvements happen.

Publish the Parks Plan ‘when creating hew parks or Improving existing parks in the area.

(il ToronTo

Kennedy Park-lonview
Parks Plan Overview

These are the 3 main parts of the Local Parks Plan.

1. Vision for parks in the area

+ The parks nstwork serving the Kennedy Park-lonview eammunity will be safe, accessible and weleoming to
diverse peaple of all ages and abilities,

+ The parks network will offer clean, beautiful, and well-maintainer! outdoor spaces that hring people together
year-round, fostering sacial connection and a sense of balanging for everyano.

= Patk visitors will be able to relax and experience nature through sustalnable park design and Impraved access
to ravines.

* A varioty of amenites, ecraational tacities anc urogtams will it the neds and ntarests of theocal
community, ensuring that parks are inviting and multi-use spaces

* It will be easy, comfartable and canvenient ta travel to, from and within the park netwark and to other
commurity destinations.

2. Parks planning and design principles for the area

+ Make parks easier to access from Eglintan Ave E

+ Impreve the park user experience thraugh the Installation of wayfinding and signage [n aligniment with the
Parks & Trails Wayfinding Program.

* Include ongaging park featuresor signage about plants and animals, Considar educationaloportunitiesto
inspire mem bers of the public ta reflect on the treaties and histery of the land and pecple:

» Incarporate interesting landscaping and mare flaral plantings while protecting the natural heritage areas.
Support and encourage land stewardship events.

+ Prioritize spaces fer Indigenous gathering and ceremony:

* Make park facllities and amenities multi-seasanal. This could Include facilities that accommodate multiple
sparts or making park amenities usable during all seasons. Provide enhanced winter and trail maintenance.

+ Impreve the condition of existing basketball courts

+ Install multiple rest areas with shade throughout parks. Shade an be achiavad through more tree plantings
orshade structures.

+ Effectively illuminate parks, trails and pathways.

il TononTo

The City will use the Kennedy Park-lonview Local Parks Plan as a guide for the next 10-20 vears

3. Possible improvements for local parks

690+

people engaged

150+

people engaged via in-person events

6

different engagement events

4

different ways we did outreach

+ Sanagesl parksin the s
+ Ditact communizatans

mediz

Fryers and pastesrds

14+

organizations we reached out to
«  Amess Alliance

+ Toopicans Cammurity £

TAEU Community Health Cent e

i

ambe Marecisiso 1

rainta

D) Kennedy Park=lonview Study Area
Clty-owned of operated Parks
Other outeioor spaces

[ Farks with ravine areas

W School grounds
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Kennedy Park-lonview
Parks Planning and Design Principles for the Area

Based on what we heard, these are the guiding principles when planning and designing parks in the area.

Place a dot on the principle that is most important to you.

A J
[ ——=

Make parks easler to access from Eglinton Impreve the park user experience through Include engaging park features or signage Incorporate Interesting landscaping and more Prianitize spaces for Indigenous gathering and
Ave £, the installation of wayinding and sighage in about plants and animals. Consider fioral plantings while protecting the natural ceremany

alignment with the Parks & Trails Wayfinding aducational spporturities to inspire heritage areas. Support and encourage land

Frogram. reflection on the treaties and history stewards hip events.

of the land and peoples.
®-
_— i I

Make park facilitics and amenitics Impreve the canditien of existing basketiall Install multiple rest areas with shade Effectively illuminate parks, trails and Write other ideas for guiding principles that
multi-seasonal. This could include courts. throughout parks. Shade can ba achieved pathways. you think we are missing on a sticky note and
facilities that accommodate multiple through more tree plantings or shade post it hara.
sports of making patk amenitles usable structures,

during all seasens. Provide enhanced
winter and trail maintenance,

bl ToronTo ‘Bog

Kennedy Park-lonview
Possible Improvements for Local Parks

These are some of the ways the community said we can improve local parks and outdoor spaces.

O Kennacly Park-ionvisw Study Ares
: ;‘::;::’S;‘i:;::::‘“ el Map ID | Park Improvement Type
E ::;:?::;‘2“'“; 1 Jack Goodlad Park Key park improvement
XMt 2 Corvette Park Key park improvement
3 Jeanette Park Key park improvement
4 Danforth Rd and Gordonridge Pl Parks Network | Key park improvement
5 lonview Park Improve
6 Maidavale Park Expand, Connect
& Treverton Park Connect, Improve
8 Tara Ave at Lord Robert Woods Park Expand
9 Hydro Corridors Connect
10 Glen Ravine Park Connect
n Kitchener Park Connect
12 Knob Hill Park Improve
13 Horton Park Expand
14 Don Montgomery Community Recreation Centre | Expand
15 Eglinton Ravine Park and Farlinger Ravine Parks | Connect, Improve
16 McCowan District Park Connect, Improve

il TononTo

Kennedy Park-lonview Local Parkland Study 8



Kennedy Park-lonview
Possible Improvements for Local Parks

If you had to choose your top 3 park improvements, what would they be?

lonview Park

EEH Add more lighting.

N tstall a baskethal court

B Add more Interesting
park landscape.

Kitchener Park

EEEY 1 the surrounding aren and
praperties notth of the park
are redeveloped ensure
there 1 a chear-connection ta
Eglinton Ave E, so that
membsers of Ehe public can
casily gotta the park:

(il ToronTo

Maidavale Park Treverton Park

[l Remore the fonce sa that
wisitors have more access
Roints into the park.

[E Addafenced cff-leash ar=s.

Expand this park If the area
sutronding the park were
devoloped.

RN Croate a pathwayto
Eglinton Ave E thiotigh

the ravine this park Remave or refl the baseball

ey diamond for another
tha pari were to be purpose.
redeveloped.

Knob Hill Park Horton Park

[ Improve trail entrance
conditions along Danforth Rd
by making the path entrances
mare visible thiough signage
and through the regqular
lpkaap of the pathwiay.

FEN Protest nd enhance the
natural areas, for cxamplo
through dnage or improved
pathways to make i clear which
areas pank uses shouid walk In

EEN Retursish the basketall
<ourts and ball ockay aroa.

Expand Horton Park
shouk the surrounciing
area and propetiss be
developed - inclucie a clear
wiay ko get Inko the park
anclfor park trentage along
Eglinton Ave £

[ ! the post ever undorgses a
replacement, maka it deeper.

Tara Ave at
Lord Roberts Woods

I Activate the blank wail
and the end of Tara Ave
with public a1t or recrsational
Foatures (adjarent to
Moorgate Brldge).

Don Montgomary
‘Community Recreation Centre

Bl Irprove access to green
‘space near the bullding to
‘suppert autdoor recreation,

Add mare green space
iethere s tuture

redevelapment of the
community recreation

Hydro Corridors

EEM Work with and support the
Toranto and Regian
Conservation Auhorty
CTREA o trall bunding
‘and meaduw restoration
wark. Place trail connoctions
Into Jack Gaudiad Park and
other parks wihere possible

Eglinten Ravine Park and
Farlinger Ravine Park

Greate a pathway from Ghelwood
Rd through to Egllston Ave E,
Including 2 bridge over Taylor
Maszey Craok,

XN Connect the ko ravine parks
throiigh the rilway ad fiydio
cartidor.

LW Improve the enirance

on ints [nto
tha ravities via Ketinody Rel and the
rallway to make the Favines easier
to access.

B Protect and presarve this natiral
herliage area by encouragin
Iard stewattiship. inchiding more
ive lantings. and cuogerting
ANMalNAHAts WKl the park.

T Add 3 walking trail by the creek

Cost Breakdown
[ [REPCEEE
Rl sos000 03500000
B e ssoaz0

Glen Ravine Park

[EEE 11 the surrounding area and
properties south of the park
are pedeveloped, ensure
there & a slear connection
to Eglinton Ave E, so that
members.of the public ca
easlly get to the park.

[IH Addmore entrances info

the park and improve
access to the multi-use
path.

Addlighting along the traiks
o S,

Il Addabasketiall court,

1]

toramto at your service

Kennedy Park-lonview
Possible Improvements for Local Parks

We learned that these are some of the community’s most popular parks, but they can be improved.

Jack Goodlad Park

These are some of the ways the park can be Improved...

il

= Off-leash area

* Outdaor fitness area
= Tennis court

+ Seating with shads provided by trees ar shade structures

Did we miss anything?

il TononTo

T 7

- ARTESETES

Easkethall court

Playground

Clubhouse (also knawen as the Jack
Goodland Park Community Centre)

Corvette Park

e

These are some of the ways the park can be Improved...

+ Interesting landscaping such as trees and garden areas

DId we mliss anything?

* Seating options such as benches, bleachers, and picnic tables with shace

T

Baseball diamonds

ssrams a your saruice
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Kennedy Park-lonview
Possible Improvements for Local Parks

We learned that these are some of the community’s most popular parks, but they can be improved.

Jeanette Park

These are some of the ways the park can be Improved...

- Extend the parks trail experience by connecting the Jeanette and

McCouvan district park pathways together with a crossing aver Brimiey R, Natural area between Jeanette Park and

Did we miss anything?

(il ToronTo

» Pratect and enhance the natural areas within and around the park

)

Brimisy Rdl. (locking notth)

Kennedy Park-lonview

Next Steps

The Danforth Rd and Gordonridge Pl Parks Network

These are some of the ways the park can be Improved...

s

* Create aseamless and pleasant connection between Danforth Rd,
Greystone Park, G-tidge Park, and Glen Sheppard Park

Dld we miss anything?

G-1idge Patk (on TCHC Propenty)

b o

Glen Shepard Park

We will publish a Local Parks Plan that will share recommendations for new parks and future park improvements.

What will the Local Parks Plan be used for? It will help guide...

The creation of new parks

New parkland or the expansion of
existing parks in Kennetly-Park lonview
«can happen in 3 different ways:

* Building a new park on land that is
provided to the City by a developer
or buying land with money provided
to the City by the developer

» Buying land from an owner who
would like to sell their property.

* Turning other existing City property
intoa park.

Collaboration across the City

The Local Parks Plan will be used to guide
conversations when City divisions work

together to improve our parks and streets.

It will also provide input on studies and
plans done by other divisions (e.g. City
Planning, Transportation Services), City
agencies (e.g. CreateTO, Toronto and
Region Canservation Authority (TRCA)),
and City corporations (e.g. Toronto
Community Housing Corporation).

2

The scope and cost of future
park projects

When it is time to create a new park or
make park improvements, the Local Parks
Plan will be the starting point for what the
parks project should include in its design.
The extent of the improvements will
determine the cost and budget needed to
make it happen.

Preparation of the Parks,
Forestry, and Recreation
(PFR) Budget

PFR’s budget will be used to deliver many
of the recommanded park improvements.
The development of the PFR Budget
happens every year and park projects in
thiz area may be grantad funding in the
coming years,

aan

torame at your ssruiss

il TononTo
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Appendix B: Additional Feedback on Possible
Improvements for Local Parks

The following ideas were written on sticky notes that were posted under specific parks,
while some were posted generally on other display boards and are feedback pertaining
to the entire KPI Local Parkland Study Area.

lonview Park:

e Need improvements to soccer posts, nets need to be updated
e Consider an off-leash area for dogs

Maidavale Park:

¢ Need signage about cayote presence

Knob Hill Park:

e School basketball court needs to be improved
e Make pool deeper and longer

¢ New pool with proper changerooms

e Pool season could be longer as weather is getting warmer
¢ Add more pedestrian crossings on Brimley Rd.
e Add trail path from Citadel Dr to Brimley Rd.

e Improve change room

¢ Add more seating options

e Add more shaded areas

e Have the pool lined

e Swings needed

e Uncover the creek in the long term

e The trail is popular for hanging out

Horton Park:

¢ Needs to be cleaned as many people use the park

Tara Ave. at Lord Roberts Woods

e Tara Ave. space is a safety buffer from the rail corridor

Kennedy Park-lonview Local Parkland Study 11



Don Montgomery Community Recreation Centre:

e Close to transit, great location for community gathering
e Make a new community hub here

e Add public space here

e Friendly to seniors

e Close to TTC/Kennedy

Eglinton Ravine Park and Farlinger Ravine Park:

e Parks around the ravine are not walkable or connected

McCowan District Park:
e Add seating along the trail for art, painting activities
e Add outdoor fitness area to park

Glen Ravine Park:

e Include paved trails

e Need benches in park

e Fix broken slide and add swings to playground

e Improving walkability from Glen Ravine Park to Kitchener Park

Hydro Corridors:

e Preserve trees along rail corridor

Jack Goodlad Park:

¢ Replace dying trees
e Longer hours for lighting (into the evening) and at other parks in the area
e Off-leash areas for dogs of all sizes are needed in this neighbourhood

Corvette Park:

e |If cricket is added, ensure lighting is available
¢ Include signage for Corvette Park on Merrian Rd.
e Improve play area at school: slide structure and make it friendly for younger kids

Kennedy Park-lonview Local Parkland Study 12



e Splash pad is moldy due to being in the shade, put playground on the shaded
side and splash pad in the sunny area

e Improve rail crossing and make it safe

e More seating is needed

e Add more bleachers

e Natural barrier of bushes is not adequate to block loud noise of trains

The Danforth Rd. and Gordonridge PI. Parks Network:

e Challenges getting permits for community events (e.g. bouncy castle)
e Add water fountains

Other general feedback:

e More washrooms are need and they need to be cleaned often

e Add more skating rinks

e Need more washrooms and drinking fountains

e Better maintenance and upgrades to facilities are needed

¢ Need more benches, not stones

e Add more seating on park trails

e Add/extend trails

¢ Add a new community centre to the area

¢ Include outdoor fithess equipment in other parks in this area

¢ Add more seating and picnic areas

e Gates/barrier fence in play areas to stop children from going to main road

e More bike trails and exercise stations in parks

e Basketball courts attract youth to a park

e More playgrounds, water parks, washrooms, skate parks, soccer fields, and
baseball diamonds

Kennedy Park-lonview Local Parkland Study 13
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