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Introduction  
The City of Toronto’s Parks and Recreation Division has been undertaking a local 
parkland study within the Kennedy Park-Ionview area. The purpose of the study was to 
understand how people use and access parks and outdoor spaces and how they can be 
improved to better serve current and future generations. The Public Open House was 
the final community engagement event to help inform the Local Parks Plan for the area. 
The Local Parks Plan will share recommendations for new parks and future park 
improvements.  

Public Open House Event Details 

On October 24, 2024, the project team held a Public Open House from 11:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. at The Hub – Mid-Scarborough, a community centre operated by 
Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities. The event was open to all community 
members interested in the Kennedy Park-Ionview (KPI) Local Parkland Study. The main 
goals of the Public Open House were to provide the community with an overview of the 
local parkland study process, share what we heard during community engagement, and 
get community feedback on draft content for the Parks Plan.  

How We Reached People 
The community was informed about the Public Open House through the project 
webpage, project email lists, an e-flyer sent to community organizations, and a social 
media advertisement that ran for two weeks. Staff from Scarborough Centre for Healthy 
Communities also helped to promote the workshop through their networks and shared 
the event flyer with community members at The Hub.  

Community members were invited to drop by the Public Open House at any time during 
the event’s hours. The project team also engaged with community members who were 
visiting programs at The Hub on the day of the event.  

Approximately 100 people dropped by the Public Open House. 
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How We Engaged People 
Participants were encouraged to look at eight display boards to learn more about the 
parkland study’s process and the draft content for the Local Parks Plan. The information 
boards included an explanation of what a parkland study is and why it’s needed, maps 
of the parkland study area and specific parks, the parkland study’s timeline showing 
what we did and who we engaged, the vision for the study area, parks planning and 
design principles for the study area, improvement ideas for specific local parks, and 
next steps. See Appendix A for images of the display boards.  

People were invited to share their feedback by placing dot stickers beside ideas they 
agree with (i.e. a dotmocracy activity) and to share thoughts on sticky notes and post 
them to the boards. Project team members were present to actively engaged with 
participants and answer questions. 

What We Heard 
Engagement Board: Parks Planning and Design Principles for the Area 

Participants were asked to place dot stickers beside the guiding principles most 
important to them. Participants responded with the following: 

• 5 dots: Make park facilities and amenities multi-seasonal. This could include 
facilities that accommodate multiple sports or making park amenities usable 
during all seasons. Provide enhanced winter and trail maintenance. 

• 5 dots: Improve the condition of existing basketball courts. 
• 4 dots: Effectively illuminate parks, trails and pathways.  
• 3 dots: Install multiple rest areas with shade throughout parks. Shade can be 

achieved through more tree plantings or shade structures.  
• 3 dots: Make parks easier to access from Eglinton Ave. 
• 2 dots: Include engaging park features or signage about plants and animals. 

Consider educational opportunities to inspire reflection on the treaties and history 
of the land and peoples. 

• 2 dots: Prioritize spaces for Indigenous gathering and ceremony. 
• 1 dot: Incorporate interesting landscaping and more floral plantings while 

protecting the natural heritage areas. Support and encourage land stewardship 
events. 

• 1 dot: Improve the park user experience through the installation of wayfinding 
and signage in alignment with the Parks & Trails Wayfinding Program. 
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Participants were also invited to share additional ideas on sticky notes and post 
them on the board. The following feedback was shared: 

• Make parks easier to access from other major streets in addition to Eglinton Ave 
• Ensure mobility during the winter for people with disabilities 
• Consider heated sidewalks and covered trails for the winter 
• Include pictures of parks on signage 
• Consider leaving lights on at basketball courts later than 11:00 p.m. as this is too 

early for youth 
• Ensure more green space and do not cut down trees 
• Add more BBQ amenities and seating 
• Include rock climbing wall features in parks  
• Include cricket and pickleball facilities in parks 
• Include more programming for youth and young adults  
• Remove tripping hazards from park trails (e.g. uneven pavement) 
• More parks and community centres needed in the area 
• Have pamphlets showing locations of facilities and available features 
• Appreciation for the playgrounds and play spaces for children, but fitness areas 

for adults are needed, too 
• Have more water facilities/areas at parks 

Engagement Board: Possible Improvements for Local Parks 

Multiple park improvement ideas were shown on the board and participants were asked 
to place dot stickers beside their top three most preferred park improvements. Most of 
the dots were generally placed beside the park name and represented agreement to the 
overall park improvement ideas for the entire park. Participants responded with the 
following: 

• 6 dots: Knob Hill Park (overall) 
• 4 dots: Glen Ravine Park (overall) 
• 2 dots: McCowan District Park (overall) 
• 1 dot: McCowan District Park - add a basketball court 
• 2 dots: Tara Ave. at Lord Roberts Woods (overall) 
• 2 dots: Don Montgomery Community Recreation Centre (overall) 
• 1 dot: Horton Park (overall) 
• 1 dot: Hydro Corridors (overall) 

There were no dots placed for Ionview Park, Maidavale Park, Treverton Park, Kitchener 
Park, Eglinton Ravine Park and Farlinger Ravine Park. 
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The location of the Public Open House (The Hub) may have played a role in influencing 
which park improvements were most selected by participants since the KPI Local 
Parkland Study Area is a relatively large and is a part of the city where walkability may 
be a challenge. The parks with the most dots (Knob Hill Park and Glen Ravine Park) are 
located close to The Hub, while McCowan District Park is a large and well-known park. 
Aside from Kitchener Park, the parks with no dots are located furthest away from The 
Hub. In addition, some participants expressed verbally that they did not know about or 
are not familiar with some of the parks named on the display boards. 

For feedback that was shared on sticky notes, please see Appendix B. 
 

Next Steps 

The feedback shared on the display boards will help to inform the final Local Parks Plan 
for the Kennedy Park-Ionview area. The Local Parks Plan will share recommendations 
for new parks and future park improvements, which will inform future parks planning. 
The Local Parks Plan will be available for download on the project webpage in 2025. 

We appreciate all the community members who engaged with us during the Public 
Open House. Your questions, insights, and feedback have been invaluable and will help 
us to further refine the Local Parks Plan. 

To learn more about the project, visit toronto.ca/kennedyionview. 

  

https://www.toronto.ca/kennedyionview
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Appendix 
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Appendix B: Additional Feedback on Possible 
Improvements for Local Parks 
The following ideas were written on sticky notes that were posted under specific parks, 
while some were posted generally on other display boards and are feedback pertaining 
to the entire KPI Local Parkland Study Area.  

Ionview Park: 

• Need improvements to soccer posts, nets need to be updated 
• Consider an off-leash area for dogs 

Maidavale Park: 

• Need signage about cayote presence 

Knob Hill Park: 

• School basketball court needs to be improved  
• Make pool deeper and longer 
• New pool with proper changerooms 
• Pool season could be longer as weather is getting warmer 
• Add more pedestrian crossings on Brimley Rd. 
• Add trail path from Citadel Dr to Brimley Rd. 
• Improve change room 
• Add more seating options 
• Add more shaded areas 
• Have the pool lined 
• Swings needed 
• Uncover the creek in the long term 
• The trail is popular for hanging out 

Horton Park: 

• Needs to be cleaned as many people use the park 

Tara Ave. at Lord Roberts Woods 

• Tara Ave. space is a safety buffer from the rail corridor 
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Don Montgomery Community Recreation Centre: 

• Close to transit, great location for community gathering 
• Make a new community hub here 
• Add public space here 
• Friendly to seniors 
• Close to TTC/Kennedy 

Eglinton Ravine Park and Farlinger Ravine Park: 

• Parks around the ravine are not walkable or connected 

McCowan District Park: 

• Add seating along the trail for art, painting activities 
• Add outdoor fitness area to park 

Glen Ravine Park: 

• Include paved trails 
• Need benches in park 
• Fix broken slide and add swings to playground 
• Improving walkability from Glen Ravine Park to Kitchener Park 

Hydro Corridors: 

• Preserve trees along rail corridor 

Jack Goodlad Park: 

• Replace dying trees 
• Longer hours for lighting (into the evening) and at other parks in the area 
• Off-leash areas for dogs of all sizes are needed in this neighbourhood 

Corvette Park: 

• If cricket is added, ensure lighting is available 
• Include signage for Corvette Park on Merrian Rd. 
• Improve play area at school: slide structure and make it friendly for younger kids 
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• Splash pad is moldy due to being in the shade, put playground on the shaded 
side and splash pad in the sunny area 

• Improve rail crossing and make it safe 
• More seating is needed 
• Add more bleachers  
• Natural barrier of bushes is not adequate to block loud noise of trains 

The Danforth Rd. and Gordonridge Pl. Parks Network: 

• Challenges getting permits for community events (e.g. bouncy castle) 
• Add water fountains 

Other general feedback: 

• More washrooms are need and they need to be cleaned often 
• Add more skating rinks 
• Need more washrooms and drinking fountains 
• Better maintenance and upgrades to facilities are needed 
• Need more benches, not stones 
• Add more seating on park trails 
• Add/extend trails 
• Add a new community centre to the area 
• Include outdoor fitness equipment in other parks in this area 
• Add more seating and picnic areas 
• Gates/barrier fence in play areas to stop children from going to main road 
• More bike trails and exercise stations in parks 
• Basketball courts attract youth to a park 
• More playgrounds, water parks, washrooms, skate parks, soccer fields, and 

baseball diamonds 
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