c.1640s-1680s

North shore of Lake

Ontario mainly
inhabited by the

Haudenosaunee (Five
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Nations lroquois)

c. 11,000 BCE

Early human
occupation in
Southern Ontario

develop by
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Toronto Region

West Annex and
Adjacent Areas
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Villages first

ancestors of the
Wendat Nation

1300-1450 CE

1787-88

British control
secured in
Southern
Ontario

c.1690s

The
Anishinaabe
people inhabit
the Toronto
region

1813-1817

Baldwin family
acquires land
making up present

S eastern portion of

West Annex
1787-88

Johnson-
Butler Purchase
between the
Mississaugas
and British:

the Toronto
region open

to European
settlement

Seven Years' War

1756-1763

Lots 23 to 25 in the
Second Concession
from the Bay, former
Township of York, are
surveyed;
these will later comprise
the West Annex
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established
1793

1790s

o O

Fort York and
Town of York
(later Toronto)

Davenport Road receives its

it was first established as part
of the Indigenous carrying
place trails across the north

connecting to Lake Simcoe;

and follows the same path
as Gete-Onigaming (“at the
old portage” in the Ojibwe

* o

Joseph Wells acquires
the Davenport estate,
previously owned by
John McGill, which
includes present
western portion of
West Annex

present name;

shore Lake Ontario and

language)

by 1837

West Annex Phase Il: Heritage Conservation District Study: Open House

1841

United Province of
Canada created

1867

Canadian
Confederation

c. 1850s

Northern boundary of
Toronto moves to Bloor

Street

Area around present-day intersection
of Bloor and Bathurst Streets known as
"The Bush,” a settlement of African-
Americ

c. early 1880s

Toronto Diocese of the Anglican
Church purchases a lot between

Howland and Albany Avenues for the
Cathedral of St. Alban the Martyr

Toronto Anglican Diocese donates part
of its property as the West Annex’s first
public park, St. Alban’s Square

1874

Walmer and
Spadina
Roads laid out
by William
Willcocks
Baldwin
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1883

Joseph Wells's sons and
heirs begin subdividing
their property in
northwest portion of
West Annex

c. 1880s

1884

Taddle Creek
rerouted under-
ground

Village of Yorkville, to
the east of the West
Annex, is annexed by
the City of Toronto

1885

Construction
begins on Anglican
Cathedral of St.
Alban the Martyr

Horse-drawn
streetcar route
operates on
Bathurst Street
south of Bloor

Ontario & Quebec Railway
(O&QR) builds rail line north of

Dupont Street;

leased to Canadian Pacific
Railway (CPR)

1883-1884
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X 2
1887 889-1892
Walmer Road Baptist Majority of the West Annex’s subdivisions are built, with
Janes’ portion of the Church built construction peaking in 1907;
Baldwin estate (eastern each residential street populated primarily by either wealthy,
portion of West Annex) middle-class, or working-class homeowners;
annexed by the City scattered institutional buildings (churches, schools and fire
of Toronto, as per stations)
his “Toronto Annex”
proposal;
this is an early instance McNicol Hall of the
of Toronto’s expansion Ontario Bible College built
by annexation, and the on Spadina Road
area’s namesake
o o
by 1886 by 1890 ﬁ 1929-1939
Simeon Janes West Annex subdivisions 1906 Great .
purchases provided with water and sewer Kendal Square Jepression
southern ines, paved sidewalks and (now Jean Sibelius
section of roadways; horse-drawn trams Square) created by - @
Baldwin estate run on Spadina Avenue south City on lots slated 1939-1945
of Bloor Street for residential & erar
development World War

Streetcar lines

lish . .
Ezttahkfulfzt egk?c:, By-law prohibits | Spadma Road widened,
Portion of West Annex west and Du ’ont | further construction of FEEing the r.eltnoval of most
of Kendal Avenue annexed Streets " apartment buildings in First Ireeslinitg fAe Stectk
by the City of Toronto the Annex Church il |
1889-1903 of Christ
1888 O 1912 Scientist
St. Alban the Martyr's built on St. 1925
Huron Street Public School chancel completed; aeorge Anneg Rgtepayer’s
constructed cathedral will never be Street Association (ARA)
completed 1916 formed (now
Annex Residents’ _—
Association) N
First c.1950s
World W
o A Affluent families begin to move out of West Annex;
1914-1918 rooms in many of the area’s houses begin to be rented out;
& @ some houses converted to discreet commercial and institutional uses:;

area increasingly populated by students, workers, and immigrant families

IIII c.1920s-1940s
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C. 1959-1970s
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Mid- and high-rise apartment
buildings built in the West Annex,
especially along St. George Street

and Spadina and Walmer Roads

1953

Formation of
Metropolitan
Toronto

Original Huron
Street Public
School building
replaced by

a Modernist
school

1957-1958
¢ O

Zoning allows
converting larger houses
for institutional use and
high-rise apartment
ouildings

1957

o

c.1960s-1970s

"Whitepainters”

- middle-class 1973

homeowners who 1964 Interval House founded in the
renovate older houses | ot George’s College West Annex;

- begin moving into established and leases St. first shelter for abused women
the West Annex Alban the Martyr property e Canaas

Presence of the
counterculture in the 1966

West Annex; Howlanad Bathurst and Spadina

including activists such as local
resident and leading critic of urban
renewal Jane Jacobs - successfully
lobby to cancel planned Spadina (or
William R. Allen) Expressway, which
would have bisected the Annex

1968-1971
¢« ®

1962-¢c.1980s

o

West Annex known for its community
of writers and other artists

c.1960s-present

.. West Annex Phase Il: Heritage Conservation District Study: Open House
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/fg/enug lll‘e\lﬁerr"ed to as Stations open; Bathurst 1976
PEe =y streetcar line north of Bloor Native Carnadian € entie of
replaced by bus service Toronto purchases and moves
. , into the former McNicol Hall of
1763 Salvation Army’s the Ontario Bible College
St. George Homestead
Subway Station established in the
opens West Annex
1978
Dupont Station opens

c.1980s

80% of
West Annex
households
rent

Norman B. Gash House at 85

Thhe(/a:/ﬁeld; community active in CStO,%'ipiim%jri\::ig:er %:r);ed- Spadina Road converted into
the Yvest Annex —OOrainating - ’ Spadina Subway Station entrance
LB it and other organizations - |

ZVOC
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1994

East Annex Heritage
Conservtion District
designated under
Part V of the Ontario
Heritage Act

1997

Grassroots Albany plants
Jacobs’ Ladder, a roseway
in St. Alban’s Square, in
honour of Jane Jacobs
who resided nearby

2010

Gwendolyn
MacEwen Parkette
(originally Walmer
Circle) renovated

Amalgamation
of Toronto with
York, North
York, East York,
Etobicoke and
Scarborough

1998

West Annex Phase

| (Madison Avenue)
Heritage Conservation
District designated
under Part V of the
Ontario Heritage Act

2019
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