
COMMUNITY UPDATE
New Shelter at 1615 Dufferin St.
The City of Toronto is continuing its work to create new, modern shelter
spaces that meet the needs of residents and communities alike. At 1615
Dufferin St., a new municipal shelter will provide essential supports to 50
youth (ages 16-24) who are experiencing homelessness. This new shelter,
set to open in 2027, will offer a safe, stable and welcoming environment
where residents can rebuild their lives, access health, education and social
supports and move toward permanent housing.

Engagement Updates

The City of Toronto continues to engage closely with the shelter operator,
local residents, businesses and stakeholders as planning for 1615 Dufferin
St. moves forward. 

The following engagement activities have taken place since May 2025:

July 12: The City introduced Covenant House Toronto as the selected
operator for the youth shelter at 1615 Dufferin St. More than 100 local
residents attended a Community Drop-in and Welcome BBQ, where they
had the opportunity to meet the Covenant House team and learn more
about their work.

October 1: Local stakeholders and immediate neighbours were invited to
participate in a Design Roundtable to discuss the new shelter alongside
representatives from Covenant House Toronto. During the session,
participants reviewed updated site drawings and provided feedback on
design elements, including enhanced greenery along the south side of the
building and improved lighting. The conversation also explored how the
shelter’s design can promote dignity and compassion for both residents and
the surrounding community. All feedback from the roundtable is now being
reviewed by the project and design teams to determine what can be
incorporated as plans progress.

https://covenanthousetoronto.ca/?utm_source=engaging-networks&utm_medium=en-page-header&utm_campaign=en-pages&_gl=1%2A3shbtm%2A_ga%2AMTYxODU0NTk0My4xNzQ5NzU4NzEw%2A_ga_MMT3HE0SJ7%2AczE3NDk3NTg3MDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3NTg3MTIkajU3JGwwJGgxMzE4NTM2NzY3%2A_ga_JY6F73P7W5%2AczE3NDk3NTg3MDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3NTg3MTIkajU3JGwwJGg0OTI1MjE1NTc.%2A_ga_PCP66HR14V%2AczE3NDk3NTg3MDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3NTg3MDkkajYwJGwwJGgw%2A_gcl_aw%2AR0NMLjE3NDk3NTg3MTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JcnFxbGtOZnNqUU1WVVdsSEFSMTNxaThiRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0w2eGZEX0J3RQ..%2A_gcl_dc%2AR0NMLjE3NDk3NTg3MTAuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JcnFxbGtOZnNqUU1WVVdsSEFSMTNxaThiRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0w2eGZEX0J3RQ..%2A_gcl_au%2AMTQyMzYwMjc0Ny4xNzQ5NzU4NzA5%2A_ga_N0PJDL1SBZ%2AczE3NDk3NTg3MDkkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDk3NTg3MTMkajU2JGwwJGg1Mzg4ODIwNjE.&_ga=2.7267506.1022958141.1749758710-1618545943.1749758710&_gac=1.41181974.1749758710.EAIaIQobChMIrqqlkNfsjQMVUWlHAR13qi8bEAAYASAAEgL6xfD_BwE


Notice of Passing of Zoning By-Law Amendments
The City of Toronto continues to engage closely with the shelter operator, local residents,
businesses and stakeholders as planning for 1615 Dufferin St. moves forward. 

The following engagement activities have taken place since May 2025:

On July 24, Toronto City Council adopted Official Plan Amendment 833 and passed Zoning By-law
Amendments for six new shelters, including 1615 Dufferin St. These planning changes support the
City’s Homelessness Services Capital Infrastructure Strategy (HSCIS), which aims to create
approximately 1,600 new long-term and permanent shelter spaces across Toronto by 2033. 

At the meeting, Committee members considered and approved proposed amendments for six
shelter sites citywide, which were informed by feedback gathered through public meetings and
online surveys. Although all six sites are permitted to be used as a shelter, these approvals give the
City flexibility to refine the design of the building in partnership with the shelter operator and local
community, while allowing construction timelines to move forward efficiently. This ensures that
critical services can open sooner, while still providing room to incorporate thoughtful design
feedback around features such as landscaping, fencing, lighting and outdoor space.

Construction Updates
Partial demolition of the existing building is ongoing, followed by full site construction in early 2026.
Construction is expected to take approximately 18 months, with completion targeted for late 2027.
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anticipated to begin in early 2026
and last approximately 18 months.

Late Fall 2027
Targeted completion of

construction

Staying Connected
The City will continue to keep the community informed as the project progresses through regular
bulletins like this one, ongoing coordination with Councillor Bravo’s office, and future engagement
opportunities. If you have any questions or wish to share any feedback, please contact the project
team at 1615dufferin@gmail.com. 

This bulletin provides updates to community members interested in learning about the planned shelter
at 1615 Dufferin Street. You are receiving this bulletin because you previously indicated an interest in
receiving project updates. If you have any questions about the shelter or no longer wish to receive
these updates, please visit toronto.ca/1615Dufferin or email us at 1615dufferin@gmail.com.
 

https://secure.toronto.ca/nm/api/individual/notice/6538.do
mailto:1615dufferin@gmail.com
http://toronto.ca/1615Dufferin
mailto:1615dufferin@gmail.com
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