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March 30, 2026 

Sent via Email (No Original to Follow): Councillor Saxe@toronto.ca 
 
Dianne Saxe 
Councillor, University-Rosedale 
Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen St. W., Suite C47 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 
 
Dear Councillor Saxe: 
 
 
Re: Sponsored Travel by C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group Inc., for trip to the C40 
World Mayors Summit in, Rio de Janiero, Brazil – October 29 to November 10, 2025 
 
Thank you for providing me with a Travel Declaration Form for the above-noted trip. I confirm 
that the information submitted is in compliance with section 4.2(6) of Article 4 (Gifts and 
Benefits) of the Code of Conduct for Members of Council, as travel was sponsored by the 
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group Inc. and you attended in your official capacity as a the 
Mayor’s delegate. 

I form this view based on my review of the: 

1. Travel Declaration Form, dated January 14, 2026; 
2. Email dated September 25, 2025 from Aretha Phillip re mayoral delegation; 
3. Email dated October 3, 2025 from Gabriel Lewenstein re invitation; 
4. C40 Cities Guidance for funded cities: Air Travel, Accommodation, Airport Transfers 

and visa support; and 
5. Search of the Lobbyist Registry confirming that the trip sponsor, is not a registered 

lobbyist nor a client of a registered lobbyist. 
 
This letter, the Travel Declaration Form, and attached supporting material will be posted on 
the Integrity Commissioner's website, toronto.ca/integrity, in accordance with the Code of 
Conduct for Members of Council. 
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If you have any questions about the disclosure of gifts and benefits, please do not hesitate to 
contact this Office. 

Yours truly, 

Paul Muldoon 
Integrity Commissioner 

Enclosures (4): Travel Declaration Form dated January 14, 2026 
   Email dated September 25, 2025 from Aretha Phillip 
   Email dated October 3, 2025 from Gabriel Lewenstein 
   C40 Cities Guidance Document 
 

Cc: Lesley Ruscica, Manager, Council & Support Services 
           Mike Pacholok, Deputy City Clerk, Member Services & Program Support 
 





 

 Gift Disclosure Statement 
Travel Declaration 

    
Important Information 

 
This form will be publicly disclosed in accordance with Article IV of the Code of Conduct for Members of Council.   
 
The Code of Conduct for Members of Council, Part IV, Gifts and Benefits, states that no Member shall accept a 
fee, advance, gift or personal benefit that is connected directly or indirectly with the performance of his or her 
duties of office, unless permitted by the exceptions listed.  The following is listed as an exception: 
 

(f) food, lodging, transportation and entertainment provided by provincial, regional and local 
governments or political subdivisions of them, by the Federal government or by a foreign 
government within a foreign country, or by a conference, seminar or event organizer where the 
Member is either speaking or attending in an official capacity; 

 
This form will serve as a disclosure statement required by the Code. 
 
Upon receiving the Travel Declaration from the Council Member, the Integrity Commissioner shall review the 
form to determine whether the gift is permissible.  In the event that the Integrity Commissioner makes that 
preliminary determination, he or she shall call upon the Member for clarification.  Should the Integrity 
Commissioner determine that the gift was not permitted, he or she may direct the Member to reimburse the 
sponsor for the value. 
 
 
Questions can be addressed to:    Integrity Commissioner 

416-392-3826 
integrity@toronto.ca 

  
Completed and signed form should be submitted to: The Office of the Integrity Commissioner 
       375 University Avenue, Suite 202 
       Toronto, Ontario M5G 2J5 

 
 

Authority & Guidelines 
 

Part IV of the Code of Conduct for Members of Council.  Available at www.toronto.ca/integrity. 
 

2 of 2 
December 2015 



From: Aretha Phillip
To: Laura Diaz
Cc: Lesley Ruscica
Subject: FW: C40
Date: September 25, 2025 2:37:47 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

I have sent this off to Lesley.
ap
From: Olivia Chow 
Sent: September 25, 2025 2:25 PM
To: Aretha Phillip 
Cc: Dianne Saxe ; Erica Woods ; Emily Trudeau 
Subject: C40

Dear Aretha,
This email is to confirm Councillor Saxe as my designate for the C40 conference.
Many thanks,
Olivia Chow
Mayor of Toronto



From: Laura Diaz
To: Lesley Ruscica
Subject: RE: C40 World Mayors Summit 2025 - Travel Info
Date: November 4, 2025 3:30:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Hi Lesley,
See answers to your questions in red below.
Let me know if there are any other questions.
Laura Diaz
Senior Project Manager, International Relations & Official Visits
City Clerk's Office, Strategic Protocol and External Relations
City of Toronto
T: 416-394-8203
C: 647-291-4251

From: Lesley Ruscica 
Sent: November 3, 2025 6:06 PM
To: Laura Diaz 
Subject: RE: C40 World Mayors Summit 2025 - Travel Info

Hi Laura,
I finally reviewed all the paperwork and the travel guidance on this and have a couple
questions. Councillor Saxe’s Notification form is for October 29 – November 11. I see the
Summit is from November 3-5. Councillor Saxe is flying out evening of October 29 and arrives
in Brazil October 30 and departs Brazil November 10 and arrives November 11. Hotel
reservation included in the package is for Oct. 30, 31 and Nov.1.

I see in the guidance document, that C40 will pay 4 nights accommodation so I’m
assuming C40 would be paying for accommodation for Nov.2-5. Who is paying for
accommodation for Oct.30-Nov.1? The Councillor was attending meetings tied to the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Generation Restoration. UNEP funded
one elected official per city to attend. AS part of the funding, each participant was
provided with Daily Subsistence Allowance (DSA) cards, which included sufficient funds
for accommodation, transportation, and meals not provided by the organizers during
meetings. See attached document that outlines the amounts provided to the Councillor
– she booked her own room but used the cards to pay for the room. 

Is accommodation from Nov.6 – Nov.10 personal? The Councillor just registered for an
additional session that she was invited to attend – see email invitation attached. She
may request to have the night of Nov 6 covered given that she was carrying out official
business throughout that day. The balance of the time is taken as personal time, and
therefore at her own expense.



Per diem is for 4 days so that is fine. Just confirming per diem and ground transportation
costs are to be charged to Council Business Travel budget? Given that she has been
given DSA cards, additional per diem amounts may no longer be necessary. At the time
that the notification of travel was submitted, we did not have the full details on the DSA
cards – that information came in shortly before the Councillor departed for Brazil.

Thanks,
Lesley
Lesley Ruscica
Manager, Council Support Services
City Clerk’s Office
City of Toronto
416-392-7038
416-320-7353 (cell)

From: Laura Diaz <Laura.Diaz@toronto.ca> 
Sent: October 14, 2025 5:49 PM
To: Lesley Ruscica <Lesley.Ruscica@toronto.ca>
Subject: FW: C40 World Mayors Summit 2025 - Travel Info

Hi Lesley,
Sharing the email below ahead of Councillor Saxe’s travel to Sao Paulo/Rio at the end of the
month. It confirms that C40 is paying for her round trip business class ticket as she is the
Mayor’s designate (have informed her that she will need to declare this to the IC).
You will also see below the link to their guidance document which lists everything that is being
covered by C40. The document is not very user friendly, as you’re unable to download or print
a copy, unfortunately. I will try to get them to send us a PDF copy.
The Councillor will be submitting the required forms, but you will notice that both airfare and
accommodation will be $0.
Happy to chat,
Laura Diaz
Senior Project Manager, International Relations & Official Visits
City Clerk's Office, Strategic Protocol and External Relations
City of Toronto
T: 416-394-8203
C: 647-291-4251

From: Kate Johnson 
Sent: October 3, 2025 1:43 PM
To: Laura Diaz 
Cc: Gabriel Lewenstein ; c40summit@c40.org; Alice Xu 
Subject: [External Sender] Re: Re: C40 World Mayors Summit 2025

Hi Laura,









At C40 we work flexibly and across multiple time zones. It suits me to email you at this time (I am based in
NYC), but I don’t expect a reply outside your working hours.

When you interact with C40, you are interacting with
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group Inc. or one of
our affiliate organisations who help us fulfill
our charitable mission.
C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, Inc. is a
non-profit organisation and is tax-exempt under
section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code.
Please review our privacy policy to understand how 
we handle your personal data.



Excerpts from Travel Guidance Document which cannot be downloaded: 

 

 

 



 

 





 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 




