WINDBORNE COMMON

Windborne Common transforms a former industrial The proposal responds to the City’s ambition for a playful, ’,/’/ .
landscape and parking lot into a living system organized inclusive and resilient public space through a landscape |- ;
around a new civic heart. Inspired by the forces that once that can shift between everyday life and collective events, L A NEW SPIN ON HISTORY. Fig. 1
powered machines at 34 Hanna Avenue, movement quiet retreat and discovery. More than a new green space, A ’ Across the street, the Ontario Wind Engine
becomes the catalyst for a distinctive and dynamic Windborne Common is a living piece of neighbourhood ’,/' : and Pump Company once manufactured
landscape that converges at the Common and radiates infrastructure: supporting biodiversity, collecting water, o 7 - machines powered by natural forces. The
outward into Liberty Village. expanding shade and creating shared ground for & 1| | 4 T -~ _ . | park carries this cultural heritage forward, not
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This idea finds playful expression in the simple ingenuity of commEnity e ” e /j/ L L g — E,f A S =] TG I on. but(t;lroug? Wmd’. v
a paper pinwheel. Its folded form inspires a carefully crafted Landscape, art and architecture do not sit here as separate ” | ' / - movement, energy and transiormation.
ground where paths bend, planted surfaces rise and low layers. Each grows from the same founding idea, offering a , EE ‘ ‘i
areas receive water. Rather than a literal motif, the pinwheel  complimentary expression of the forces once harnessed by :f' . ! : ; - : l . %
becomes an understated framework for movement, the windmills manufactured on this site. % gl = = U - el 1 ;:':-#: il |
interaction and the shaping of a living landscape. ' \ e 10 O , 2
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1. fold
2. elevate
3. create low point
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A DYNAMIC FORM

O0D0DO0DDOOODO 0D

AL 4 » Y
D8 AR
% A Ay .

‘= Zo ".I-I/Zayu;-:

is &

A ) s

HMESILA
- TR = = 1 = = e
SOV SRR AOTE Ry W Ly

-.e'er"w e A L N e
RSN~ SR AT SARY A Z ' 5 AN :

o e e SNy IR,
Fe S s s ST Ty e

......

1. movement

2. rofation
3. continuity
} \ - .V"' 5 : % & : X .. | Py ey s ." '." : o % : g s , e s ! b » V': n & ] . ,":::“' .:‘“I‘ 'I“I 1 _“ Ft‘gl 4
st TEEE U B . ¥ . , | + X [/ 4. 2 S ) : FLOWS AND EXCHANGES
5 s - - ; > - R N ) Y X | | : : _I‘ - : ‘
R .”- +
S A S a N e T X : .‘ | | ' ' . - :
:‘ +A 4 ¢
e e
AT Y 4 - . ~I‘ ~ . /
5; : \}_ A.-'..q.qi‘c.'.f-.‘_:f- M e 2 '-. -
2o Ny _a”\A.._ﬁ-- e A R
‘ V@?E%%%E%?%‘ik_ :Z;"E::_‘ L el \" e Rty Ltk C\ -
R N o s i N e '
LRSS e T :

1. people
2. water
3. nature

4. connection

May 1818. Commdg. Royal Engrs. Office Quebec, Sept. 24th, 1823. George Phillpotts,
Lieut, Roy. Engineers.”

Meandering through forests of pine, oak Fig. 5
. . A CRAFTED LANDSCAPE
and locust, the creek provided Indigenous . o
? . planting
communities with fresh water and food. (\ — é}
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HISTORICAL MAP q
The planting palette draws inspiration from the historic plant 18
communities of the Garrison Creek watershed and the emerging 18 -
ecologies of nearby railway corridors. ol
Based on “Plan of York surveyed and drawn by Lieut. Phillpotts Royal Engineers. 24th C
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d. resilience
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. SITE STRUCTURE
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: 2 o I ; - The park blends seamlessly with existing

- : ha 9 N\ e B & _ sidewalks and reaches outward through

: ] S L AN |00 |00 s ' ' strategic streetscape improvements. Improved il

° : pedestrian crossings, planting and stormwater
S ' — | connections extend the park’s influence into

. . the larger public realm of Liberty Village.

: ' - : \ & PINWHEEL GENESIS

: ’——| l—l 3 i ’—‘| l—l il ’—‘| l—l A simple paper pinwheel provides a playful bridge

. > H B FHPRH between the site’s industrial history and a more collective
IMPROVE THE STREETSCAPE GROW THE PARK TRANSFORM THE PUBLIC REALM CONTEXT PLAN N experience. Like the wind-powered machines once

_ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ Strategically positioned within the neighbourhood, the park becomes more than a destination: it is a manufactured here, it is animated by invisible forces. Its

Quick-build streetscape improvements developed in Move from quick-build interventions to permanent Reimagine surrounding streets as shared public space, catalyst for change beyond its boundaries. Like seeds carried by the wind, it's ecological character, social folded form evokes lightness, movement and delight, while
collaboration with the community extend the park into the transformation, expanding the park into the street through wider prioritizing active transportation, selectively removing vehicles to energy and green identity can take root elsewhere, inspiring new connections and incremental greening its geometry provides an organizational framework for the
surrounding public realm, reclaim pedestrian space and sidewalks, narrower roadways and a new layer of planting. create a greener, more connected public realm throughout the throughout Liberty Village. park: landscapes gathered around a shared centre and
strengthen active connections. neighbourhood. extending outward into the neighbourhood.
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