


Birchcliff Quarry Lands

The Birchcliff Quarry Lands comprise approximately 20 hectares (49 acres) and are
situated on the north side of Gerrard Street, south of the CN rail line, east of Victoria
Park Avenue and west of Clonmore Drive. Other than commercial uses including two
plazas, three service stations, a car wash, a golf centre and a fast food restaurant,
most of the Quarry Lands are vacant.

There are nine individual properties on the Quarry Lands, including one owned by the
City. The largest individual ownership is the Gerrard/Clonmore site, occupying the
eastern portion of the lands which, in 1969, was approved for four apartment
buildings with a total of 1,455 units. The apartment development has not been built
and the site remains vacant. The City is currently undertaking a Study to consider the
future development of the Quarry Lands in a comprehensive fashion and to integrate
the Quarry Lands into the surrounding community. The past uses on the lands raise
environmental issues and may present obstacles to the future development of the
area, which will be considered extensively in the City's study.

Kinston Road Revitalization Study

In February 2005, the City initiated a Study to promote the revitalization of Kingston
Road in Birchcliff. The purpose of the Study is to develop a revitalization strategy for
Kingston Road in Birchcliff that promotes reurbanization and reinvestment along
Kingston Road in the context of the policies and directions of the new Official Plan and
that builds upon and supports local community improvement initiatives. The focus of
the Study is the properties that front along the north and south sides of Kingston Road
through Birchcliff. The larger Study Area incorporates all of the Birchcliff Community,
which includes the Birchcliff Quarry Lands. The larger Study Area will give a broader
understanding of the neighbourhoods surrounding Kingston Road.

The main objectives of the Study are:

- To identify issues, obstacles and opportunities for revitalization of Kingston
Road in Birchcliff.
To identify key sites/areas where reinvestment or redevelopment would be
appropriate and approaches and actions (by the City, local community and
private property owners) that will promote revitalization of Kingston Road.
To determine the appropriate mechanisms and establish priorities to
implement the approaches and options proposed to facilitate the
revitalization of Kingston Road.

2.7 Heritage

Much of the heritage within the Oakridge neighbourhood is based on people and land
use rather than on specific historic structures. Dentonia Park Golf Course was named
after Susan Marie Denton, who married Walter Massey, and is situated on part of the
former Massey estate. An established Toronto family, the Masseys were best known
for their farm implement company Massey-Harris (later Massey-Ferguson) and their
philanthropy which included the construction of Massey Hall. In 1897 ,Walter Massey
bought 100 hectares of table and valley land just outside the City limits and named it
Dentonia Park. The farm produced fresh eggs and milk which helped combat the
thousands of deaths occurring from typhoid fever. In 1901, Walter Massey died after
contracting the disease he was trying to fight. Susan Massey continued to live at the
farm and in 1926 she donated part of the land to the City of Toronto for public
parkland on the condition that it remain known as Dentonia Park.
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PART 2
Research & Investigation

The Danforth
Avenue Study

e

The Oakridge community developed some time after Walter Massey's death. Its history,
as a neighbourhood, is centred around the Oakridge Public School, which was built in
1913 on Danforth Road where Oakridge Park is now situated (the school was
demolished in 1967 and replaced by a then modern school on Byng Road). Oakridge's
continued development was largely influenced by Danforth Road, one of Toronto's
oldest thoroughfares. Danforth Road had its own bus service as early as 1918 which
helped to attract many homeowners to the area. Commercial growth along Danforth
Avenue expanded in the 1920's with the introduction of numerous new and used car
dealers which flourished for several decades. Oakridge's growth was further enhanced
in the 1960's when the Bloor-Danforth subway line was extended east to Warden
Avenue.

Although few physical remnants from the neighbourhood's past remain, with the
exception of notable pre-war buildings between Pharmacy and Robinson on Danforth
Avenue and the former bank at the northwest corner of Layton and Danforth, the open
space legacy and car-oriented businesses have endured and are a reference to the
neighbourhood's past.

Smith’s Service Station located along Danforth Avenue, 1925
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2.8 Key Places and Destinations

In additional to the many parks, there are several important destinations
along Danforth Avenue and within the greater area. These include the
following:

Commercial

Several forms of development characterize commercial activities along
Danforth Avenue: large shopping centres, post-war suburban style
commercial and pre-war traditional 'Main Street' commercial. Shoppers
World, at the southwest corner of Danforth Avenue and Victoria Park Avenue,
is a popular destination for the Oakridge community as well as for residents
of East York and the Beach. It hosts over 40 shops and services and
supports parking for 1,300 vehicles. A large Loblaws and the Victoria
Crossing Plaza are located near Shoppers World on the opposite side of the
CN Rail line. The success of this larger format retail has impacted the
viability of some of the smaller, independently owned retail along Danforth
Avenue.

Post-war suburban style commercial is located in the strip mall at the
intersection of Danforth Avenue and Danforth Road and in the LCBO and Beer
Store just east of Victoria Park. These buildings are set back significantly
from Danforth Avenue, generally located at the rear of the lot, providing on-
site customer parking between the stores and the street.

Danforth Avenue also has several small, independently owned retail shops
and restaurants (traditional 'Main Street' commercial) that cater to the
immediate needs of the surrounding neighbourhood. These buildings were
developed pre-war and address and define the street and public realm. They
are primarily located on the north side of Danforth Avenue, and to a lesser
degree on the south side, between Pharmacy Avenue and Byng Avenue, and
are responsible for the urban character of this portion of Danforth Avenue.
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Danforth: A diversity of uses
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