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Tides on Kingston
1725 Kingston Road  Toronto, Ontario

Program:

This 883 m2 former gas station site is an entrance to the Birchcliff Community at the south-west corner of 

Kingston Road and Birchmount Road, near the Scarborough Bluffs. The site has been remediated.

The City official plan contemplates a revitalisation of Kingston Road under the Birchcliff Community Plan. 

The site was considered too small for a mid-rise building; hence, the seven town homes were designed 

emphasizing a strong presence at this highly visible corner.

Design:

The street façade emphasizes a contemporary vocabulary, setting it apart from the suburban house form 

character in the Birchcliff Comunity. Exterior materials are a combination of face brick, Ipé hardwood siding 

and stucco.

The tall mechanical penthouse gives the building height compared to the adjacent building to the west on 

Kingston Road. The units are three storeys plus a fourth storey penthouse with south-facing terrace facing  

Lake Ontario. In addition, there is a rear balcony or terrace at each level, facing south. 

The average unit has three bedrooms and 256 m2 floor area. The homes each have an elevator from 

underground parking directly into unit basements and to all four storeys. 

Parking:

Birchmount Road has a steep gradient down towards the bluffs to the south so the site has an elevation 

drop of 4 m. along its flankage. 

The underground parking is at-grade with ramp access from Birchmount Road but below the rear yards of 

the town homes. 

Environmental Features:

The rear yards of the town homes are a green roof/patio over the concrete garage roof.

Rain water is retained in the green roof and rain barrels to provide storm water retention and water 

recycling.

The windows along the south side take advantage of the solar heat gain during the winter with canopies at 

each level designed to minimize heat load in the summer.

The flooring in the all the houses is of bamboo material. The wood framing includes many SPF components.



Bank and Office Building

493 Parliament Street

Cabbagetown

Project Team

Architects: Garth Norbraten Architect Inc. and 

Daniel Johnson Architect Inc. in association

Structural Engineers: Halcrow Yolles

Mechanical Engineers: LH Consultants

Electrical Engineers: DeCaria Engineering

Civil Engineers:Skira and Associates

Developer/Owner/Client

Metro 1 Development Corporation Ltd.



Bank and Office Building

493 Parliament Street

Cabbagetown

The site is a prominent corner on an old commercial street. The building aims to be 

` ħfnnc mdhfgantqĨ hm ` bnmsdlonq`qx v`x-

In scale with its surroundings, red brick-clad, tight to the street, it has punched 

windows, walls more solid than void, a vertical emphasis to openings, stone details, 

and a glassy main floor.

@ oqnlhmdms+ fk`ydc bnqmdq ħk`msdqmĨ `bjmnvkdcfdr sgd l`hm hmsdqrdbshnm ch`fnm`kkx

opposite -a counterpoint to the old hotel tower at the other end of the block.

Tmkhjd athkchmfr nm sgd nsgdq bnqmdqr+ ansg dkdu`shnmr `qd sqd`sdc `r ħeqnmsrĨ- @

qdud`k rb`kdr cnvm sgd B`qksnm e`bd hmsn svn rl`kkdq ħathkchmfrĨ-

Sgd gdsdqnfdmdhsx ne hsr rtqqntmchmfr `qd rtlldc hm hsr k`xdqdc+ dudm ħohbstqdrptdĨ

façade composition.

Stone-clad planter benches were coordinated with the BIA, establishing a modest, 

neighbourhood meeting place.

Built to the Toronto Green Standard, it houses a two storey bank branch and rental 

offices.



Larkfield Light Box

48 Larkfield Drive
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Larkfield Light Box

48 Larkfield Drive

This in-fill residence incorporates the preferred elements of architecture Ģlight, 

fluidity, transition and spatial experience with the basic principles of sustainability.  

Rhsshmf `lhcrs mdvdq sq`chshnm`k l`mrhnmr `mc nqhfhm`k atmf`knvr hm B`m`c`ĥr ehqrs

planned community, Don Mills, this contrasting residence, with its pure form and 

composition, replaced a dilapidated house.

The dynamic and voluminous interior integrate the open flowing interior spaces 

ansg gnqhynms`kkx `mc udqshb`kkx+ tmhl`fhm`akd eqnl sgd qdrhcdmbdĥr lhmhl`khrs

exterior.  Light pervades each living space, all receiving natural light from two 

sides.  The south facing curtain wall and skylights eliminate any need for artificial 

light during day.

Eco-friendly features include: maximized day-lighting, Insulated Concrete Form 

basement walls, radiant heating, over-insulated spray-foamed exterior walls with 

stucco, fiberglass windows, low VOC materials, Energy Recovery Ventilator, low 

flow plumbing fixtures, the extensive use of renewable materials, and a low site 

impact.



Shaft House

251 Lumsden Ave.

Toronto, On
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Shaft House

251 LumsdenAve. 

Toronto, On

ħRg`es GntrdĨ fdmdq`sdr ro`bdr vhsgnts v`kkr- Bhqbtk`shnm `mc rdquhbdr

surround a void of light called the Shaft. Floors on either side overlook each 

other allowing light and sight to travel deep inside the house. The staircase 

circulates around the central shaft and cause rooms to emerge in space by 

changing levels. Air conditioning of the house is naturally possible through 

the chimney effect created by the shaft. The spatial arrangement of the 

levels creates multipurpose rooms that can be used based on their privacy 

needs and relation to the shaft. The levels are shifted in section, resulting in a 

canopy facing the street towards north, and a south facing deck on the 

rooftop. 

While the construction cost of the shaft house is almost as affordable as a 

ready-made design set of standard housings in Toronto, it is yet a surprise for 

the neighborhood and perhaps for many other neighborhoods in the city.



Residences of Mossom Road

12, 14, 16, 18 & 20 Mossom Road
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Residences of Mossom Road
12, 14, 16, 18 & 20 Mossom Road

Sgd ĤQdrhcdmbdr ne Lnrrnl Qn`cĥ hr ` ehud kns+ rhmfkd e`lhkx hmehkk cdudknoldms knb`sdc

Southwest of Bloor Street West and South Kingsway.

Created from three larger properties, these 22 foot wide, 1950 sf homes are a result of 

market forces calling for more affordable upscale housing in the area.

Particular attention has been given to the homes integration into the neighbourhood in 

terms of tree preservation, parking, pedestrian traffic, façade design and individual 

expression.

The grouping of driveways allowed all mature boulevard trees to be preserved while 

facilitating on street parking and maximizing green space. Each home accommodates 

two on site parking spaces while maintaining pedestrian traffic flow.

All five homes are consistent in there contemporary interpretation of other 

neighbourhood buildings while respecting their massing, detailing and range of 

materials.

Each home projects an individuality within a consistent architectural vocabulary that 

uniquely integrates them into the fabric of the neighbourhood.



Charcoal House

216 Floyd Avenue

Project Team

Design Architect: Reza Aliabadi [rzlbd]
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Photography: borXu Design
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Amin Sheivari



Charcoal House

216 Floyd Avenue
Charcoal House, situated in Pape and Danforth, an affordable neighborhood 

in Toronto, is deceivingly presenting a raucous box. The randomly patterned 

square windows on its façade and the hidden entrance door at the corner of 

the building are elements that not only make it difficult to associate the 

building with a single family house, but they also trick the eye to an extend 

where the scale of the house is distorted and one might not be able to guess 

the number of floors inside. Although the monolithic façade, the black brick 

cladding, states an asperous architecture, the airy spaces within the black 

box reveals the true identity of its functional spaces. The house resembles a 

ħbnbnmtsĨ vghbg hr c`qj `mc g`qc nm sgd ntsrhcd+ vghsd `mc cdkhbhntr nm sgd

inside.



Noble Street Studios

17 Noble Street, Toronto, ON
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Noble Street Studios

17 Noble Street, Toronto, ON
Noble Street Studiosis a professional recording facility equipped with state-

of-the-art digital and analog technologies.  Due to their stringent acoustic and 

security requirements, recording studios, typically, are opaque, windowless 

buildings.  Noble Street Studios+ hm bnmsq`rs+ dwghahsr ` ħrsqdds eqhdmckxĨ

façade with extensive glazing that is both complementary to and respectful of 

its neighbors (primarily residential lofts and a dance school/theatre).

After deliberately selecting the site for its nearby amenities, the owner was 

keen to create a facility that fit contextually within its vibrant mixed-use 

community and that promoted environmental responsibility.  The two-storey 

L-shaped building has transformed this former industrial lot, creating a 

courtyard with permeable pavers, bicycle racks and a Living Wall privacy 

screen Ģan inviting outdoor social space.  The integration of a roof garden 

provides environmental benefits and helps achieve sound attenuation from 

external noise sources. Contaminated soil remediation was also undertaken. 

All entries are fully barrier-free compliant. 

[Insert Project Image 2]



Richmond Town Manors

853 Richmond Street West

Project Team
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[Insert Project Image 1]



Richmond Town Manors

853 Richmond Street West

A modern interpretation of the Toronto rowhouse. Formerly the site of 

two industrial buildings, in a commercial/residential mixed 

neighbourhood, the design includes nine, three-storey townhomes each 

with private garage and two outdoor terraces located on the second and 

roof levels.

The  façade presents a striking modernistic presence is a changing and 

transitional neighbourhood.

Bold ipe wood compliments the charcoal brick, and frames the floor-to-

ceiling glass windows. The design blends well with the rhythm and verve 

of the neighborhood.



Lawrence Park Community 

Church

2180 Bayview Avenue
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Lawrence Park Community 

Church

2180 Bayview Avenue

K`vqdmbd O`qj Bnlltmhsx Bgtqbg v`r athks hm sgd 084/ĥr- Hs hr

bordered by the single family residential area to the west, and a 

major arterial road, Bayview Avenue, on the east.  Several issues 

were to be addressed when a renovation was planned. The 

Church was to be re-oriented internally to provide an accessible 

and direct front door access, to provide a buffer to the heavy 

traffic on Bayview Avenue and to buffer the houses to the west. 

In order to achieve these objectives, the design removed a lay-by 

on Bayview Avenue with heavy landscaping, removed the north 

south laneway to the west of the Church with a landscaping and 

bghkcqdmĥr f`qcdm+ `mc `ccdc ` k`mcrb`ohmf `mc v`sdq ed`stqd sn

the courtyard off Bayview providing a visual and sound buffer. In 

addition, the re-construction of the parking lot allowed for the 

introduction of a ground source heat pump system.



The Blue House

104 Northcote Avenue
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Designer: Antaegon Design Inc.
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