






The Fife and Drum   9Mail: 260 Adelaide St. E., Box 183, Toronto, M5A 1N1 
E-mail: fofy@sympatico.ca / Phone: 416-860-6493 / Website: www.fortyork.ca

Soldiers’ Barracks (A) was partially excavated in advance of 
reconstruction and restoration. Deep stratigraphic deposits 
were uncovered and interesting domestic and military 
artifacts were collected. These include a beautiful uniform 
button of an officer of the 89th Regiment of Foot which 
served at York in the War of 1812 (see Fife and Drum, August 
2009, pp 1-2). And just this fall, a small excavation in the 
ditch of the Stone Magazine (B) investigated the area of a 
new drain before it is installed adjacent to the building. 

Also in 2011, archaeology inside Fort York on the South 
Parade Ground (C) saw excavations aimed at uncovering 
remains of the Lieutenant-Governor’s House completed. 
This work was recorded for a film production celebrating 
the anniversary of the War of 1812. Test trenching on the 
south Rampart in the area where the Grand Magazine (D) 
was thought to have been located took place at the same 
time. 

While restoration continues, and with it archaeology, 
planning for the construction of the new Visitor Centre (E) 
west of the fort proper has included much more extensive 
archaeological work.

In 2009, both geophysical testing using ground penetrating 
radar and Stage 2 archaeological test trenching in the 
area of the proposed building were completed. Significant 
buried remains recorded there include wooden piles 
for military stores buildings, an extensive post-1868 
engineered surface of stone, a brick footing for a military 
store office, a cistern, ceramic drain pipes, and old surfaces 
of the Garrison Road.

Archaeology Everywhere
by David Spittal

Since 1987, the ongoing restoration program at Fort York 
has included extensive archaeological investigations in 
every part of the fort, including the interior of each building. 
This twenty-five year program has identified scores of 
buried historic features, recovered 275,000 artifacts, and 
generated numerous reports. Because of this archaeology 
the loss of information that could have occurred as a 
result of potentially damaging restoration activities has 
been reduced and the history of the fort is much better 
understood. 

The Ontario Heritage Act together with its Standards and 
Guidelines for Archaeologists defines stages of research 
necessary to investigate and mitigate the conflict between 
development and archaeological sites. Most of the recent 
archaeology done in the Fort York area was preceded by 
Stage 1 reports which examined the history of the area in 
advance of development to determine the potential for 
buried remains. In many areas, Stage 2 investigative field 
work was recommended to assess the actual remains that 
were preserved in the ground. More intense Stage 3 and 
Stage 4 excavations to precisely define the archaeology or 
to excavate and document it have also been undertaken in 
advance of construction activities

Work directly related to the restoration and rehabilitation 
of the buildings and landscape at the fort continues as it is 
required. In 2009, for example, the South Room of the South 
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Because there was so much evidence of important, 
well preserved archaeological deposits in this area, the 
location of the Visitor Centre building was shifted to the 
west in order to avoid destroying these remains during 
construction. Further Stage 4 excavations were also 
recommended and in 2010 and 2011, the area of the new 
building east of the present Fort York entrance drive was 
systematically excavated.

Regularly spaced wooden piles that supported framed 
buildings, telegraph pole bases, and 80,000 artifacts were 
found. Most significant among the artifacts are several 
twisted copper barrel hoops. These hoops are from barrels 
of gunpowder that were stored in the Grand Magazine of 
Fort York. When the magazine was blown up by the British 
during the American attack in April of 1813 the hoops were 
blasted into the air and scattered across the land west of the 
fort. These Stage 4 excavations have helped to identify and 
define the actual War of 1812 battlefield.

While the Visitor Centre is under construction, areas not 
already subjected to excavation will be monitored by 
archaeologists.

Another major project planned for the site was the 
proposed new Fort York Pedestrian and Cycling Bridge (F) 
that crossed the rail corridors from the north edge of the 
Garrison Common to a point south of Wellington Street (see 
Fife and Drum, July 2011, p 2).

At the south end of the bridge where an access ramp was to 
be built, Stage 2 testing took place in the Garrison Common 
just west of the Garrison Nursery. A grid of thirty-five test 
pits was opened and dug to subsoil. A few 20th-century 
artifacts were found but, more importantly, a small number 
of prehistoric Aboriginal artifacts was recovered. They 
consist of a small piece of chert, a notched stone, possibly 
a net sinker, and one undecorated ceramic pot sherd. The 
clay pot sherd is highly significant because no other Native 
ceramic fragments have been so far recovered from the Fort 
or any surrounding area. Together with a few other bits and 
pieces of Aboriginal material, this is growing evidence of the 
use of the Fort York area by First Nations groups.

Further Stage 2 testing occurred in the area of the Garrison 
Nursery in 2010. Deep deposits of fill were encountered and 
except for one area near the Garrison Road where a very 
deep deposit included early 19th-century refuse, there were 
no significant archaeological deposits found in the Nursery 
area.

Stage 2 archaeological testing was done at the north end of 
the proposed bridge in two parking lots south of Wellington 
Street. Test trenches opened here revealed only disturbed soil 
layers associated with the construction of the parking lots.

Additional testing was completed in September of 2010 in 
the Ordnance Street Triangle lands between the two railway 
corridors where the central pier of the bridge was to be 
built. Modern trash lying above sterile clay was recorded 
here and parts of a concrete wall and floor but no early 
historic or railway associated deposits were found.

To the west, the retaining wall of the Strachan Avenue 
Bridge was slated for improvement in 2006 so the 
westernmost part of the Garrison Common was 
archaeologically tested to make sure that no graves 
associated with the Old Military Burying Ground (G) (a.k.a. 
the Strachan Avenue Cemetery) extended as far west as the 
slope of Strachan Avenue. No graves or any other materials 
were found. 

Also within the boundaries of Fort York National Historic 
Site a Stage 2 assessment of a small parking lot northeast 
of the Fort York Armoury (H) took place in 2001. The 
original shoreline of Lake Ontario, rarely encountered, was 
documented in this area.

In June of 2001, archaeological test trenching was 
undertaken just south of the South-East Bastion (I) of the 
fort in the area of the soon-to-be-built Fort York Boulevard. 
A stone and brick foundation wall, probably representing 
remains of the Grand Trunk Railway and a 19th-century 
wharf or pier jutting southwards into the harbour were 
recorded.

Because well preserved wooden remains of the Queen’s 
Wharf (J) were seen in 2006 during excavation for a new 
condominium development in Block 7 at the northwest 
corner of Bathurst and Fleet Streets, archaeological 
investigations took place with the cooperation of the 
land developer. Extensive, intact remains of ten wooden 
cribs of the western extension of the Queen’s Wharf were 
documented. A part of one of the cribs was removed and is 
currently on display outside the West Gate of Fort York.

Stage 2 archaeological field work was also conducted in 
2006 on Block 36 (K) east of Bathurst Street, in an area to be 
redeveloped as public housing and park lands. At the same 
time, lands beneath the Bathurst Street Bridge east of the 
fort were test trenched in anticipation of the reconstruction 
of the bridge. Remains of structural features associated 
with the head of the Queen’s Wharf and remains most likely 
associated with the cruciform-shaped Grand Trunk Railway 
engine house (1856) were documented. This work formed 
the basis of much more extensive Stage 4 archaeological 
work in 2011 when the entire Block 36 development area 
east of Bathurst Street was documented by archaeologists. 
Remains uncovered here include the east end of the GTR 
engine house, parts of the Queen’s Wharf, the original 
shoreline, and the channelized Garrison Creek. Those lucky 
enough to have viewed this site from the Bathurst Street 
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Fort York Guard Reports In 
by Ned Gallagher

The 2011 season has been a tremendous success for the 
Fort York Guard. The Guard expanded to twenty-eight 
members, and the Volunteer Program, under new Drum 
Major Baknel Macz, added six young drummers and fifers. 
Despite this size, the Guard competed in the Fort George 
Soldiers’ Field Day Drill Competition as a single unit–and 
won! In addition, Patrick Jenish, a new Fort York Guard, 
stood first in the individual speed loading competition with 
a time of 12 seconds. A week later, the Guard marched in the 
Warriors’ Day Parade at the CNE, an event with a competitive 
component that the Guard and Drums had won two years 
running.  This year the Guard took the Re-enactor’ Shield yet 
again.

It was also a year of great managerial success. Under the 
care and supervision of Joseph Gill, and with the counsel 
and hard work of Kevin Hebib, the Guard was able to equip 
the large staff with all the gear it needs. The Guard also 

successfully managed a major leadership transformation. 
Baknel Macz assumed the role of Drum Major with 
both energy and ability, and Mark Riches reinforced his 
reputation as a strong manager and commander. With such 
excellent leadership, a solid group of returning staff, and 
new equipment, the Fort York Guard will be something to 
watch during the 2012 Bicentennial.

Ned Gallagher has served with the Fort York Guard for eleven 
years, most recently as its Sergeant-Major. Along the way he 
attended and graduated from Trent University.

Bridge saw one of the largest, most complex archaeological 
investigations ever undertaken in the City. All of the remains 
here are important parts of the history and development of 
the fort and surrounding area. 

In 2008 during monitoring of construction activities on the 
lands at Lakeshore Blvd. and Dan Leckie Way (L), east of the 
former Loblaw warehouse at Lakeshore and Bathurst, the 
terminus of the east pierhead of the Wharf was documented

Other work includes geophysical and archaeological testing 
in 2008 of the property on the southwest corner of Queen 
and Portland Streets (east of where the Bathurst Street 
Barracks once stood); Stage 4 excavations of a residential 
property on King Street just east of Bathurst Street in 
2011 (where regimental uniform buttons were found); 
and an assessment of 400 Wellington Street West (the site 
of the Commissariat Offices) in 2007. Geophysical survey, 
archaeological testing, and monitoring also occurred at 
Victoria Memorial Square (M) (part of the Fort York National 
Historic Site) in 2002, 2004, 2006, and 2008.

Slightly farther afield are the remains of the New Fort 
(1841), now known as Stanley Barracks (N), located in the 
grounds of the Canadian National Exhibition. Archaeology 
in advance of the construction of the National Trade 
Centre took place throughout this area in the 1990s. 
Several seasons of archaeology directly around the Stanley 
Barracks and major excavations in the area of the East 

Range of Soldiers’ Barracks in advance of proposed hotel 
development were conducted. Archaeological excavations 
of Fort Rouillé (1751) (O) west of the New Fort were also 
done in 1982-84.

The numerous archaeological investigations in the Fort 
York Neighbourhood have been undertaken because of 
the obvious significance of the fort itself but also because 
the City of Toronto has an Archaeological Master Plan. 
This tool identifies areas of archaeological significance so 
that Heritage Preservation Services in the City Planning 
Division can examine development plans to determine if 
new construction will have a negative impact on known or 
suspected archaeological resources in these areas. Many 
archaeological assessments have occurred as a condition of 
development.

Since the fort is surrounded by growth of all kinds the 
archaeological remains associated with the fort, known or 
suspected, are in constant danger of damage or destruction 
The Fort York Neighbourhood has now become one of 
the most intensely studied areas of the City. Archaeology 
will continue and future development is unlikely to occur 
without consideration of what might be buried below the 
ground.

Director of Archaeology at the fort from 1995 to 2003, David 
Spittal is now a Senior Project Coordinator with the Cultural 
Assets unit, Toronto Culture.
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Compiled by Nawfal Sheikh        

OCTOBER 

Scotiabank Nuit Blanche Toronto, DLYT “SMILE”  
(Socially Motivated Interactive Lightscaping 
Environment): Presented by Dashing Collective (in collaboration 
with Aesthetec Studio)
Sat. October 1, 6:59 pm to sunrise 
A lighting installation of intelligent and interactive water droplet-shaped 
hemispheres of light arranged in a honeycomb pattern. As the crowd 
moves freely through this environment, seemingly sentient volumes of 
light will follow individuals, intensifying, pulsating, and evolving as their 
interaction with the space and others within it changes. 

Admission is free. For more information please visit  
http://www.scotiabanknuitblanche.ca

Scotiabank Nuit Blanche Toronto, Shed:  
Presented by _iterative 
Sat. October 1, 6:59 pm to sunrise
Our cities and homes are always changing, tearing themselves apart, 
evolving. What if there were a laboratory and incubation space where 
this idea could be experienced, explored, enjoyed? The audience is 
encouraged to move around, explore, be intrigued by, and enter the 
Shed. It is both an object in the landscape and experiential installation. 

Admission is free. For more information please visit  
http://www.scotiabanknuitblanche.ca

Hearth Cooking Class
Sun. October 23, 11 am to 3 pm
Come to the Officers’ Brick Barracks at Fort York National Historic Site 
and enjoy a day learning to cook in the historic Officers’ Mess Kitchen. 
Cook over the open hearth fire using authentic tools and equipment. 
Learn about British cookbooks and food of the early 19th century. Recipe 
package and samples are included. 

Space is limited to a maximum of eight participants, so sign up today. Admission: 
$50 + tax. For more information and to register please call 416-392-6907 x 225.

Parler Fort: Exploring Toronto’s Past, Present, and Future 
Canada Invaded on the Eve of Confederation 
Mon. October 24, 7:30 pm (doors open at 7)  
The intertwined stories of the Fenian Invasion of Canada and the Battle 
of Ridgeway, in 1866, and Thomas D’Arcy McGee, journalist, poet and 
Father of Confederation. Christopher Moore, author of 1867: How the 
Fathers Made a Deal (M & S) will discuss these events and personalities in 
conversation with David A. Wilson, author of the new biography Thomas 
D’Arcy McGee (McGill-Queen’s University Press,  volume 1: 2008, volume 
2: 2011) and Peter Vronsky, author of Ridgeway: The American Fenian 
Invasion and the 1866 Battle that Made Canada (Penguin, 2011). 

Admission $8.85 + tax, Students admitted FREE

2011 Upcoming Events 
Historic Fort York

Fort York Ghost Walks
Fri. and Sat. October 28 and 29, 7:30 to 9:30 pm
Tour the grounds of Fort York at night, and hear stories about this 
national treasure and the history that surrounds it. From the haunted 
lighthouse to the bloody Battle of York, don’t miss a great evening. 
This event is not recommended for children under 8 yrs of age. 
Complimentary refreshments. 

Admission: $12.50 + tax. For more information please call 416-392-9607.

NOVEMBER 
Community Citizenship Ceremony: Presented by Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada, the Institute for Canadian Citizenship, 
Fort York’s Volunteer Citizenship Committee, and Fort York National 
Historic Site
Thurs. November 10, 10 am to 12 noon
Community Citizenship Ceremonies are distinct because of the role 
local citizens play and an extended program that includes a roundtable 
discussion preceding the ceremony, guest speakers, music, and a 
reception following the oath.

FREE admission to the Fort. 

Remembrance Day: Presented by City of Toronto – Fort York 
National Historic Site and the Toronto Municipal Chapter IODE 
(Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire) 
Fri. November 11, 10:45 am
This is one of this City’s most evocative Remembrance Day Services, held 
at the Strachan Avenue Military Cemetery on Garrison Common, west of 
Fort York. 

FREE admission to the Fort. 

Parler Fort: Exploring Toronto’s Past, Present, and Future 
The Monarchy in Canada - Why? 
Mon. November 14, 7:30 pm (doors open at 7)  
Arthur Bousfield and Garry Toffoli, co-authors of Royal Tours 1786-
2010 (Dundurn, 2010) will place the “Will and Kate” tour of 2011 in 
the context of those that preceded it, going back to 1786!  Nathan 
Tidridge author of Canada’s Constitutional  Monarchy  (Dundurn, 2011) 
believes there’s a crisis in our understanding of the role the Crown  
plays in our government. He will make the case that the monarchy is a 
rich institution  integral to our ideals of democracy and parliamentary 
government. Expect a lively discussion of the role of the monarchy in 
today’s Canada.

Admission $8.85 + tax, Students admitted FREE

DECEMBER
Parler Fort: Exploring Toronto’s Past, Present, and Future 
Toronto: Built and Unbuilt 
Mon. December 12, 7:30 pm (doors open at 7)  
What gets built in Toronto and what doesn’t? Why? What are the results? 
Recent controversies over long-term transit and waterfront plans have 
made these questions more relevant than ever. Join author, critic, and 
journalist John Bentley Mays as he discusses “Toronto: Built and Unbuilt” 
with Mark Osbaldeston, author of Unbuilt Toronto and Unbuilt Toronto 
2 (Dundurn, 2008 and 2011) and Phil Goodfellow, co-author of A 
Guidebook to Contemporary Architecture in Toronto (Douglas & McIntyre, 
2010).

Admission $8.85 + tax, Students admitted FREE

Regular admission to Fort York: 
Adult: $8.61, Senior (65+) &  Youth (13 – 18 yrs.): $4.31, Children: $3.23, 
Children (5 and under) FREE (all prices include HST, where applicable)
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